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DAY OF SILENCE / 7 

“| think that most people don’t realize 
that people who are hiding their sexuality 
are in fact silencing themselves, and that 
this undermines individuals and under- 
mines their potential.” —Michael Phair, 
Edmonton City Councillor 


U OF SMOKING FOLLOW-UP / 5 

“Even if a particular university may come 
out ahead by accepting tobacco money, 
and even if there is some advancement of 
knowledge, there is still a net loss for 
society through the support of this indus- 
try's interests.” —Professor Johanna 
Cohen, university tobacco funding expert 


EMPTY EYES / 26 

“People respond to my drawings more 
than my paintings, so | wanted to find 
what it was and bring that into the paint- 
ings.” —Tim Rechner, local artist 


GREAT LAKE SWIMMERS / 37 

“| guess | try not to be too sloppy with 
words, to have things to say or articulate 
complex emotion. It's personally impor- 
tant for me to place myself in the narra- 
tive and play with variations of themes.” 
—Tony Dekker, songwriter 
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Parti l’Alberta? 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
s much as a lot of people from both provinces would be loathe to 
admit it, there are a lot of similarities between Alberta and Québec. 


Both provinces have long histories of perceived mistreatment, whether 
because of cultural differences or resource control, and both try to solve the 
problem through grassroots populist political movements. 

Look at Alberta's Social Credit Party or the beginnings of the Progressive 
Conservatives and their similarities with the Parti Québécois or this week’s 
dramatic ascension of the Action Démocratique du Québec. Sure the ADQ did- 
n't gain power—yet—but neither did Peter Lougheed his first time out. I think 
we can all learn something from this election in Québec. 

Quebeckers rejected the status quo in favour of something new and excit- 
ing—except that, when you think about it, it's not that new or exciting. There's 
little difference between the “federalism” of Jean Charest and the 
“gutonomism” of Mario Dumont. It was really just the flashy new package that 
excited voters. When faced with a choice of either one boring, old-line party 
(the Liberals) or another (the PQ), Québecers checked “none of the above” on 
their ballots. 

So what can we learn from this? The next time Albertans go to the polls 
they will be forced to choose between a bunch of jerks who think they own 
the place (the Tories) or a cabal of blowhard complainers who talk down to 
the population from their academic ivory towers (the Liberals). And don’t even 
get me started about the wholly ineffective NDs. 

What this province needs is a brand new party, one that can walk the line 
between the PCs and Liberals. A little bit more control of the economy so that 
families can afford to buy homes, but not too much so that we can still make 
tons of money. Get rid of all the embarrassing racism and evangelism, but 
don’t replace it with equally embarrassing academic mumbo jumbo. 

There's no need for any dramatic differences in campaign promises—you 
just occupy a place in the middle while offering a distinct change from the sta- 
tus quo to maximize support. It sure worked for Lougheed in ‘71, and as the 
ADQ proved, you don't have to be all that different to be new and exciting. ¥ 
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= LETTERS 


TOBACCO DEBATE STILL SMOLDERING 


In his letter to the editor published in 
last week's Vue, Dr Carl Phillips sug- 
gests that the standards of honest 
inquiry and academic integrity are being 
threatened not by the University of 
Alberta's current status of acceptance of 
tobacco industry funding but rather by 
those who would try to force the univer- 
sity to censor particular research. 

This argument is misleading. A num- 
ber of boundaries on academic research 
currently exist including ethical stan- 
dards, rules and regulations about the 
conduct of research, the use of research 
funds and wages and benefits for 
research staff to mention a few. 

His suggestion that accepting tobac- 
co industry funding is not different than 
accepting pharmaceutical funding does 
not hold up to scrutiny. Pharmaceutical 
products are developed to save lives. 
Tobacco, when taken exactly as direct- 
ed, kills half of its loyal customers. Fur- 
thermore, the number of people harmed 
by tobacco worldwide is of epidemic 
proportions. Again, when compared to 
pharmaceuticals, tobacco products are 
exempt from food and drug legislation, 
consumer product safety legislation and 
hazardous materials legislation. 

The damage to credibility due to 
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acceptance of tobacco funds is interna- 
tionally recognized and has resulted in 
journals with high impact factors refus- 
ing to publish these materials, confer- 
ences refusing abstracts and attendance 
of academics with tobacco funds and, 
most recently, a movement to restrict 
funding to those working in departments 
where colleagues benefit from tobacco 
monies—a strategy developed in the 
Ottawa Charter sponsored by Research 
for International Tobacco Control (RITC). 

This new approach whereby recipi- 
ents of tobacco funding within the 
department screens out colleagues’ 
applications for research funding Is a 
current scenario in the Department of 
Psychiatry at the University of Alberta. 
The focus of the work of Dr Els, a psy- 
chiatrist with further medical specialties 
in addictions, is with those who have 
both mental illness and addictions. This 
vulnerable population has been targeted 
by the tobacco industry through their 
marketing and resulted in a situation 
whereby half of the tobacco currently 
consumed in Canada is by those with a 
mental illness. It is exquisitely ironic 
that funding by the tobacco industry 
hampers research designed to benefit 
this marginalized group. 

The World Health Organization has 
noticed the U of A’s tobacco ties and 
strongly expressed their dismay. In their 
rejection letter regarding Dr Els’s appli- 
cation, CAMH indicated that they had 
notified several agencies of this unfortu- 
nate chain of events, including the direc- 


We ‘an out of 
Criminals 


in 
New York. 


tor of the Canadian Tobacco Control! 
Research Initiative, the President of 
Physicians for a Smoke-Free Canada and 
the Pan-Canadian Resource Network for 
Tobacco Control Research, Policy and 
Practice. Others who have come out in 
support of a broad policy for the Univer- 
sity of Alberta to ban all tobacco 
research and other funding (including 
moonlighting by profs) are the Canadian 
Council of Tobacco Control, Physicians 
for a Smoke-Free Canada, the national 
Non-Smokers’ Rights Association, Action 
on Smoking and Health, the Canadian 
Society of Addiction Medicine, Ontario 
Tobacco Research Unit, and the Center 
for Addiction and Mental Health. 

What is it going to take for the Uni- 
versity of Alberta's Board of Governors 
to realize that perhaps it is time to align 
their policy with the Ottawa Declaration 
by implementing a sweeping policy of 
non-acceptance of tobacco industry 
funding? 


DIANE KUNYK 
VICE PRESIDENT, ACTION ON SMOKING AND HEALTH 
VOLUNTEER, PHYSICIANS FOR SMOKE-FREE CANADA 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response. 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 
10303 - 108th Street, Edmonton AB 
T5J 1L7), by fax (780.426.2889) or by e- 
mail (letters@vueweekly.com). Prefer- 
ence is given to feedback about articles 
published in Vue Weekly. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and clarity. 
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her sections of the site, a 
of the U of A’s Alberta Smoke- 
ess Tobacco Education and Research 
Group, take a decidedly more con- 
ional tone. 
es of harm reduction and anti- 
tobacco zealots probably feel like they 
can get away with distorting the sci- 
ence, presenting fallacious argu- 
ments, and ad hominem attacks,” said 
the “responses to popular misinfor- 
mation” section of the site. 

In it, the group posts past articles, 
editorial pieces and even letters to the 
editor from city publications like the 
Edmonton Journal, along with its 
point-by-point response. 

The section seems to match the 
view of the group's leader, U of A pro- 
fessor Carl Phillips, that the contro- 
versy over smokeless tobacco is 
mostly political, not scientific. 

Les Hagen, executive director of the 
anti-tobacco group Action on Smok- 
ing and Health, dismisses the website 
and Phillips's U of A work as being 
less a research project and more of a 


public relations blitz to boost sales for _ 


the US Smokeless Tobacco Company. 

Two years ago that corporation, 
maker of Copenhagen and Skoal 
products, granted $1.5 million to 
Phillips, concurrent with him taking 
an associate professor job at the U of 
A’s School of Public Health, spurring 
local, national and even international 
controversy. 

Phillips advocates smokers replace 

cigarettes with smokeless tobacco, 
often referred to as spit or chew 
tobacco, going against anti-smoking 
groups and public health agencies 
that say smokeless is not a safe alter- 
native to smoking. 
. The Harvard-trained epidemiologist 
and former University of Texas profes- 
sor told Vue he also thought smokeless 
was as harmful as cigarettes when he 
Was approached five years ago by 
USSTC, which paid him a consultant 
fee to review smokeless literature. 

The fee related to a product-liability 
lawsuit against the company by can- 
cer patient, who claimed he was 
made ill by smokeless tobacco, and 
the suit was later settled out of court. 

Intrigued by what he had read, 


Phillips pursued his own smokeless 
research, but soon found he needed 
an outside funding source. 

“It’s an unfortunate feature that you 
have to be begging for money,” he 
said of academic work. 

Still in Texas, the professor turned 
to the USSTC and was granted what 
he calls a “fairly small sum” of 
$100 000 to fund his research. 

Approving the $1.5 million tobacco 
company grant to the U of A involved 
a process Phillips called “very unusu- 
al,” “elaborate,” and “ad hoc,” involv- 
ing several university staff and the 
board of governors. 

“Obviously there was some con- 
cern. It was a very extreme case,” said 
the professor. 


UNIVERSITY SPOKESPERSON sandra 
Halme didn’t comment, saying ethics 
reviews are confidential, but added 
that all of the $1.5 million grant was 
directed to Phillips’s research. 

That contradicts both past media 
reports and Phillips's understanding 
that 15 per cent of the money went to 
the U of A to cover administration costs. 

“The University always takes a por- 
tion of the grant to pay for overhead,” 
said the professor, citing items to be 
paid for like campus research space. 

Anti-tobacco advocates are critical 
of the U of A, saying it has received a 


The council at the University of Alberta’s 
medicine and dentistry faculty has 
passed a motion “to reject research and 
other funding from the tobacco industry.” 

Once the motion becomes a formal 
policy, it will apply to the faculty's psy- 
chiatry department, which has yet to 
make clear whether any of its members 
accept tobacco dollars or work as indus- 
try consultants. 

Department professor and addiction 
specialist Char! Els was denied funding 
for a mental-iliness-related project last 
year from the federally funded Canadian 
Institute for Health Research when the 
department refused to sign a form 
declaring it did not receive funding from 
tobacco companies. 

Various university representatives have 
said the department refused to sign the 
form because no official tobacco-funding 
policy exists for the faculty, or the U of A, 
which accepted a $1.5 million smokeless 
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“tobacco university” reputation for 
accepting the fund and recalling a 
tobacco industry that funded the 
Council for Tobacco Research. 

That group was slammed as a pub- 
lic-relations effort disguised as sci- 
ence to make the public believe there 
Was an actual debate about tobacco 
and health problems. 

Phillips has argued rejecting a 
tobacco grant would infringe on aca- 
demic freedom, but Johanna Cohen, 


FOLLOW-UP 


considered an authority on university 
tobacco funding, said that has to be 
weighed against the tobacco indus- 
try's history of “unethical conduct.” 
Cohen, a University of Toronto pro- 
fessor who will be speaking at a 
national tobacco conference in Edmon- 
ton this September, points out that 
those in the medical community have 
seen the front-line damage of tobacco. 
“Even if a particular university may 
come out ahead by accepting tobacco 
money, and even if there is some 
advancement of knowledge, there is 
still a net loss for society through the 
support of this industry's interests,” she 
wrote in the British Medical Journal. 
Hagen hypothetically asked if the U 


Vue story causes policy change at U 


tobaceo company grant in 2005. . 

However, the CIHR form only asks 
that the department confirm that it does 
not accept or will not accept “any grant 
or anything else of value from” tobacco- 
felated companies, making no mention 
of the faculty or university. 

The faculty passed the anti-tobacco 
motion by a majority vote during its quar- 
terly faculty meeting Mar 20, five days 
after a Vue story on the Els case came out. 


THE TIMING OF THE CHANGE is “a 


remarkable coincidence," quipped Les 
Hagen, executive director of the anti- 
tobacco group Action on Smoking and 
Health, who said there's “no question” 
the Vue story influenced the decision. 

He said the faculty is lucky that the 
story didn’t come out late last year, 
when it was facing probation from a US 
medical education accreditation agency, 
which voted not to act against the facul- 


of A would accept funding from an 
international drug trafficker to do 
cocaine research, or from white 
supremacists or brutal dictators to do 
human-rights research 

Phillips said his employment was 
not linked to getting the USSTC grant, 
which is “completely unrestricted,” 
allowing him to even research anoth- 
er subject unrelated to tobacco if he 
chose to. 

Critics like Hagen have questioned 
how Phillips can be objective due to 
his funding source, but the professor, 
who has published research work on 
academic bias, takes a philosophical 
approach on the subject. 

“Every bit of science is a human 
activity,” he said, accusing his critics 
of “vague innuendo.” 

“People do say I'm in a conflict of 
interest. I say ‘what conflict?” Phillips 
added, describing himself as a “true 
believer” in his findings. 

“Obviously | chose what [I] 
research. But I’m not going to cook 
the results.” 

Facing no limits from the U of A on 
what he can teach, Phillips said he 
sometimes discusses his work while 
lecturing his main class on health pol- 
icy analysis, such as during lessons 
on popular misconceptions. 

After his U of A arrival in April 
2005, he began putting together his 


ty in February. 

Hagen wondered if the U of A's 
School of Public Health, which received 
the smokeless tobacco grant for one of 
its professors, would pass a similar anti- 
tobacco-funding policy. 

Nobody from the school could be 
feached for comment and details about 
its accreditation. 

Meanwhile, Els said he wants to wait 
until the medicine and dentistry faculty's 
anti-tobacco declaration is turned into 
official policy before re-applying to the 
CIHR for funding. 

An enforceable policy may include 
details like whether it applies retroac- 
tively to researchers who signed past 
contracts to get ongoing tobacco fund- 
ing, or whether it applies to professors 
consulting and moonlighting. 


"The devil is going to be in the 
details,” Els told Vue. —MURRAY SINCLAIR / 
murray @vuewookly.com 
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tesearch group, which has hired on 
average four full-time equivalent Pp 


51 
tions for PhD and masters students 
with various part-timers also work Ing 

“We've continued to rey 


available medical science about 
comparative risks of tobacco prod- 
ucts,” said the professor. 

The group will work “until we can 
solve the problem,” Phillips added, but 
he specified that the grant money is 
budgeted until 2009. 

He said group members, who come 
and go depending on various other 
commitments and work, have all 
come over to his way of thinking 
about smokeless tobacco . 


PHILLIPS SAID THE U OF A smokeless 


tobacco website's “responses to popu- 
lar misinformation” section started 
“after somebody decided to put the 
Major news outlets in Edmonton to 
do a hatchet job” on the smokeless 
tobacco grant and research group 

“We wanted to rebut a couple of 
people considered experts around 
here,” said the professor. “You can 
dance around and say you're not 
going to point out when people are 
wrong. That's not science.” 

Halme didn't have any information 
on whether other U A staff mem- 
bers run similar websites to Phillips's 
which seems unique compar 
other relatively conservative U of A 
sites that outline basic information 
like course offerings 

“We don't monitor faculty websizes 
and short of illegai materials, faculty 
are entitled to link to whatever they 
choose,” she said 

While responding to critics like anti- 
tobacco groups and health a 
on its website, the U of A smokeless 
group has also looked over other sites 
to study what is being communicated 
about smokeless tobacco and the pub- 
lic perception about the product 

Phillips said the information his 
group found was mostly wrong 
whether it comes from amateurs on a 
hobby site or groups like the Ameri- 
can Cancer Society. 

“The professionals are the worst 
offenders,” said the professor. 

The group has written to several 
sites asking them to change their con- 
tent and Phillips said more research 
has yet to be done to measure that 
effort's effectiveness 

He claims one of his group’s U of A 
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Loose Screws a better 
title for conspiracy 
theorists’ investigations 


& | DYER STRAIGHT 
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The 9/11 conspiracy theory is back, in a 
much more virulent form, and normally 
sane people are being taken in by it: | am 
getting half a dozen earnest emails every 
day telling me | must see a film called 
Loose Change. |t has been around in vari- 
ous versions for almost two years, but it 
now seems to be gathering converts 
faster than ever 

Well, | have seen it, and | concede that 
it is a much slicker, more professional 
product than other 9/11 conspiracy films, 
and therefore more seductive. But the 
argument is pure paranoid fantasy, and it 
is rotting people's brains. 

There have always been two versions 
of 9/11 conspiracy theory. The lesser ver- 
sion held that the Bush administration had 
advance intelligence of al-Qaeda's plans, 
but chose to ignore the warning because 
the attacks suited its purposes. The 
greater version insisted that there was no 
al-Qaeda involvement, and that the attacks 
were carried out by the US government. 

Until recently, the greater version was 
largely confined'to the Arab world, where 
many people are in complete denial about 
any Arab involvement in the atrocity. 

Even the lesser conspiracy would have 
required the complicity of half a dozen very 
senior people who received the intelli- 
gence and decided to ignore it: the heads 
of the CIA and the FBI (George Tenet and 
Louis Freeh), the national security adviser 
(Condoleezza Rice), the secretaries of 
defence and state (Don Rumsfeld and 
Colin Powell), plus of course Vice-Presi- 
dent Cheney and perhaps President Bush. 
lt would also have required the permanent 
silence (or silencing) of a dozen lower-level 
intelligence analysts who knew that the 
senior people had seen the information. 

| don’t believe that happened because | 
don't think that Tenet, Rice, Powell et al 
would have deliberately plotted the deaths 
of thousands of Americans. | don't believe 
even Dick Cheney would have done that. 
And | note that there has been no inexpli- 
cable wave of sudden deaths among junior 
intelligence analysts in Washington. 

| do believe, however, that 9/11 served 
the purposes of the neo-conservatives 
and their allies in the Bush administra- 
tion. They were already planning to 
attack Iraq, as part of a larger plan, dat- 
ing back to the late 1990s and the Project 
for a New American Century, to re-launch 
Pax America and re-establish American 
hegemony in the 21st-century world. | 
agree that they were adroit in seizing on 
9/11 as a way of enlisting popular sup- 
port for their project. But that’s all. 


THE GREATER CONSPIRACY THEORY, on 
the other hand, is just plain loony—and 
yet more and more people are falling for 
it in the West, where it was once the 
exclusive domain of people with counter- 
rotating eyeballs and poor personal 
hygiene. You cannot overstate the impact 
of a well-made film. 

Loose Change confidently asserts that 


the twin towers were brought down by 
carefully placed demolition charges; that 
the Pentagon was struck by a cruise mis- 
sile and not by a plane at all; and that the 
fourth “hijacked” plane, Flight 93, did not 
crash in a field in Pennsylvania but land- 
ed at Cleveland airport, where the pas- 
sengers were taken into a NASA building 
and never seen again. 

What about all the calls that the pas- 
sengers on Flight 93 made on their phones? 
Their voices were cloned by the Los Alam- 
os laboratories and the calls to their rela- 
tives were faked. The FBI was in on it, the 
CIA was in on it, the US Air Force was in on 
it (except, of course, those:USAF personnel 
who were killed at the Pentagon), and 
North American Aerospace Defence Com- 
mand was in on it (but they kept the Cana- 
dians in NORAD out of the loop.) 

The security companies guarding the 
World Trade Centre were in on it, Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani was in on it, the Federal 
Aviation Administration was in on it, 
NASA was in on it, and the Pentagon was 
in on it. At least 10 000 people were in on 
it. They had to be, or it couldn't have 
worked. And more than five years later, 
not one of them has talked. 

Nobody has got drunk and spilled their 
guts. Nobody has told a spouse, who then 
blabbed. Not one of these thousands 0' 
accomplices to mass murder has yielded 
to the temptation for instant fame and 
great wealth if only they blow the whistle 
on the greatest conspiracy in history 
Even the Mafia code of silence is nothing 
compared to this. 

In normal times you wouldn't waste 
breath arguing with people who fall for this 
kind of rubbish, but the makers of Loose 
Change claim that their film has already 
been seen by over 100 million people, and 
looking at my email inbox, | believe them. It 
is a real problem, because by linking their 
fantasies about 9/11 to the Bush adminis- 
tration's deliberate deception of the Ameri- 
can people in order to gain support for the 
invasion of Iraq, they bring discredit on the 
truth and the nonsense alike. 

You almost wonder if they are secretly 
working for the Bush administration. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in ue Weekly. 


MARCH 29 - APRIL 4, 2007 


NEWS 


Z / ross @vueweekly.com 
‘ilent” is not a word that is 
used to describe Edmonton 
City Councillor Michael Phair 
all that often. The long-time local 
cian has been one of the most 
visible and vocal members of the 
city's GLBTQ population and is often 
called upon to speak on behalf of the 
community to the media or to appear 
at a variety of public events. 

This Friday, however, Phair, along 
with a host of other Edmontonians, 
will be a Jittle quieter than usual. He 
will be participating in the Day of 
Silence, not talking at all throughout 
the day to represent the oppression 
faced by the many GLBTQ people 
worldwide who are forced to keep 
their sexuality a quiet secret. 

And he won't be alone: the event, 
which has been held on the University 
of Alberta campus for the last five 
years, will this year be a city-wide 
campaign, with members of the 
GLBTQ community and their straight 
ailies pledging to keep quiet until the 
symbolic “breaking of the silence” 
that afternoon. And even though 
Phair certainly couldn't be accused of 
being secretive about his sexuality, he 
insists that even in our supposedly 

. enlightened modern society many 
people are still afraid to be open 
about who they are. 

"| think that most people don’t 
realize that people who are hiding 
their sexuality, are in fact silencing 
themselves, and that this undermines 
individuals and undermines their 
potential,” Phair explained. “I remem- 
ber those days myself, even though 
it’s a long time ago, and I can’t 
believe how I hid and how confining 
it was for me." as 

Phair acknowledges that it has 
become easier for non-heterosexuals 
to be more open about their sexuality 
recently ("I think there have been sig- 
nificant changes over the last 15 
years,” he said, “and I must say that I 
am surprised and pleased by how 
much things have changed.”), but he 
believes that this is only the beginning 
of full acceptance of sexual diversity, 
which is still so far elusive. 

“Although there have been a lot of 
really solid changes in greater society, 
on a personal basis there are still peo- 
ple in this city who can be quite homo- 
phobic and quite threatening, and we 
still have to deal with some of that,” he 
Said, noting that, while discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation is 
now against the law, legal recognition 
is hollow if the attitudes of the general 
public do not change as well. 

“You have to ensure that there is 
Social change alongside some of the 
legal changes that we've seen,” Phair 
continued, “and what that means in 
my mind is that every member of soci- 
ety deals with every other member of 
the society in ways that show respect.” 


THAT DESIRE FOR A WIDER acceptance 


of the idea of respecting diverse sexu- 
ality is what compelled organizer 
Ryan Lomenda to make the Day of 


es 


= /GLBTO 


Silence—which has traditionally been 
held only on the U of A campus—a 
city-wide affair. 

“| realize that it is very comfortable 
to stay inside the bubble of campus,” 
admitted the U of A student. “After 
experiencing some tough times with 


For Lomenda, bringing the Day of 
Silence to a wider audience is a way 
to help people who may not be mem- 
bers of the GLBTQ community show 
their support for their non-heterosex- 
ual friends and better understand the 
challenges they face. 

“For a lot of people who are partici- 
Pating in the event who aren’t 
GLBTQ—we'll put them in the 
straight-but-not-narrow category— 


my parents and realizing the struggle 
that it has been for my entire family to 
actually understand my sexuality, and 
seeing friends struggle with their fam- 
ilies as well, it became very evident to 
me that this needed to be something 
the entire community could benefit 
from, instead of just being for a select 
people who are already comforted by 
the cushion of academia.” 


sense that there’s a certain amount of 
distance between you and your clos- 
est friends and your family especially,” 
Lomenda said. “A lot of time, it mani- 
fests itself as a feeling of guilt, 
because you felt like you were always 
lying. It's kind of paralyzing in a lot of 
social circumstances, and I know a lot 
of people experience this sense of 
complete social isolation.” 


this Day of Silence gives them an 
opportunity to experience what it’s 
like to be a GLBTQ youth or a closeted 
gay man, having to stay quiet and not 
be able to express themselves,” he 
enthused, drawing parallels with his 
own experiences of keeping his sexu- 
ality a secret growing up in a conser- 
vative rural environment. 

"The silence really makes you 


LOCAL GAY RIGHTS ACTIVIST murray 


Billet echoes Lomenda’s memories of 
isolation of fear as he talks about his 
involvement with the Day of Silence 
“There are still many people in this 
city who are very much in the closet, 
who are very frightened to come out 
of the closet, for all kinds of reasons,” 
he explained. “We have to acknowl- 
edge the people that don’t have a 


Learn how to speak up by not speaking at all 
GLTBO COMMUNITY AND “STRAIGHT-BUT-NOT-NARROW’ ALLIES PREPARE FOR DAY OF SILENCE 


voice, hence the day of silence where 
the whole community stops and lives 
like many people do, in silen 

Billet does admit t 

become easier to be open 
Edmonton over the cours: is 
involvement with the local GLBTO 
community, but he makes no bones 
about the challenges that still f 
closeted individuals 

"It is remarkable how far w 
come, but the reason is becau 
community has stood up and 
up over the last number of y 
put it\yight on the brea 
in the headlines in this pro 
said. “Somebody has to gi 
a voice, and | am so pr 
to give those people a voice because I 
used to be one of them.’ 

Billet will be joining Lomenda, Phair 
and hundreds of other partic 
wearing blue and vowing to 
silent until the ‘breaking of the 
silence,” when everyone inv 
the Day of Silence will « 
the U of A campus for a group 
at 3 pm, followed by speeches fron 
luminaries includi I 


of 


Mandel, U of A Students’ Union Presi- 
dent Samantha Power and Phai 
(although Phair admits tha 

have to play a little loose with tt 


of the event: “I'm going to ha\ 


one of the people 
because there are a cou 
meetings on that day that | wi 
be involved in, so my silence 
less complete than some of the o 
people involved,” he explained 
while the event is no longer confi 
to campus, that its fin 
at the University is app 
involvement of youth i 
nent of the Day of Silence 

“There are more and more p 
who are dealing with their 
and being open about it ata m 
younger age,” Phair explained. “It’s 
great that they are, and I couldn't be 
happier for them, but it means having 
to deal with their sexuality and what 
people think about it at age 14 or 15 or 
16 or 17, and other 14- or 15- or 16 
17-year-olds may not be perhaps as 
attuned to the fact that this is par 
society. They might not respond very 
well and schools aren't really equipped 
to deal with this kind of thing 

Lomenda agrees. “The most impor- 
tant changes that will happen 
because of the Day of Silence are the 
changes we won't see,” he said. “A lot 
of youth all around the city will 
become aware of the Day of Silence 
and realize they aren't alone, that 
they have a large community and a 
large amount of support, and that 
community and support comes from 
all sexualities, all ages, all races, all 
religions.’ 

And as enthusiastic as he is about 
the Day of Silence, in actuality 
Lomenda is most looking forward to 
the day that the silence will truly be 
broken for good 

“| hope that eventually this cam- 
paign becomes obsolete,” he added 
“but we're not there yet.” W 


e will happen 
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Nice lawn, but how are your lungs? 


= WELL, WELL, WELL 
= | health@vueweekly.com 


Like every other Edmontonian right now, 
I'm pining for green, for hope beneath the 
gritty grey and white we're so tired of. 

But emerging green brings troubles, 
too, things like gardeners emerging from 
hibernation eager to get snow moulds 
and dead grass out of their lawns, eager 
to get them greening up fast minus this- 
tles and dandelions—gardeners who still 
don’t understand the folly of weed and 
feed products, despite the Canadian 
Medical Association call for a country- 
wide ban in Canada. 

Why is this even open to debate any- 
more? It’s not like weed and feed use on 
our urban and suburban lawns Is essen- 
tial to our well-being. Discontinuing their 
use, however, is essential not only to our 
health but to the health of our planet. 

Pesticides (an umbrella term for things 
that kill bugs and weeds) and their by- 
products are toxic and bioaccumulative— 
despite defences made by industry. They 
have been implicated in cancers, neuro- 
logical disorders, reproductive problems 
and now gestational diabetes. 

Maybe we're still oblivious because 
we've become immune to words like 
bioaccumulative and toxic. Bioaccumula- 
tive (accumulation of a substance in the 
environment faster than it can be 
cleaned out due to its long biological 
life) means the risk of toxic substances 
rises steadily even when input doses are 
very low. 

Or maybe we're not motivated to fight 
dandelions with our hands because 
we're too busy, always in a hurry, barely 
able to stay on top of more pressing 
things like keeping our jobs and getting 
the kids to soccer. We have room to be 
conscious of wanting nice lawns, but not 
to fuss with them. 

Maybe, to motivate us, we need some- 
one to paint a picture of what neurologi- 
cal disorders really look like. Maybe we 
don’t care much because we've never 
seen epilepsy or autism or multiple scle- 
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rosis up close. Maybe we don’t believe 
things like that happen to babies or teens 
or young adults on the cusp of their lives. 
Or maybe we don't believe there is a link 
between illness and the things we put 
into our environment. 


I'VE SEEN SOME OF THOSE up close, 
though, in young children and young 
adults, and they scare me—cancers that 
couldn't be beaten in young classmates of 
my children and in young women leaving 
lovers and children behind. Multiple scle- 
rosis in young women living full lives, 
only to have them stripped down to a 
small percentage of what they were. 
Epilepsy in a baby. 

Our lungs are hurting, too, as everyone 
with an asthma-afflicted child knows. But 
choosing not to use lawn pesticides for 
the health of our own family seems a lit- 
tle futile when neighbours and golf cours- 
es still use them freely. 

That's because weed and feed products 
don't just stay on the treated lawn. 
Besides ending up in the groundwater and 
on neighbouring lawns, they're carried 
indoors by wind where they linger even 
longer, where they're absorbed into the 
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skin of children playing on the carpets. 

lt seems like a no-brainer to me. Alter- 
nate and organic gardening practices can 
result in lovely lawns. Mine grows like 
mad, gives me tons of exercise and is 
always lush and green. 

But even if that weren't true, and even 
if the research doesn't consistently and 
unequivocally show harm from pesticides, 
why not err on the side of caution? We all 
know how science changes like the wind, 
how studies can be biased. And we 
should, if we don't already, wonder about 
the wisdom of relying on data provided by 
the manufacturers of pesticides, which is 
in fact where much of the data asserting 
that links to illness have not been proven 
comes from. 

Over 120 Canadian communities, the 
entire province of Quebec and several 
European countries now have bylaws 
restricting or banning pesticide use 
Wouldn't it be nice if Albertans made an 
equally intelligent decision? 

For those interested in stopping the 
craziness, there is a local group—Pesti- 
cide Free Edmonton—circulating a peti- 
tion to ban their use. It can be found at 
gopetition.com/online/10190.html. w 
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Do you trust the government's AIM? 


AICARDO ACUNA / ualberta.ca/parkland 

For years Alberta Finance has been 
directly responsible for the management 
of the province's various pools of money. 
Funds like the Alberta Heritage Trust 
Fund, the Local Authorities Pension Plan 
and the Heritage Foundation for Medical 
Research have all been treated as inde- 
pendent funds and managed directly by 
officials within Alberta Finance. 

With the introduction last week of Bill 
22, however, the Alberta government is 
proposing to change all that by creating a 
new crown corporation to manage all 
these funds as a consolidated pool. 

The consolidation of all of these vari- 
ous endowments, pension plans and 
funds into what will amount to the fifth 
largest pool of capital in the country, 
worth some $70 billion, seems to make 
good sense. 

The fact that the fund, named Alberta 
Investment Management Corporation 
(AIM for short), will be run at arms length 
from government by a Board and profes- 
sional fund managers also makes sense. 

For years, funds like the Ontario Teach- 
ers’ Pension Fund (OTPF) have operated in 
this manner and have had tremendous 
success leveraging their huge pools of 
fesources into fund growth that has con- 
sistently been above average. Since 
being created in the early ‘90s, the OTPF's 
average rate of return has been 11.7 per 
cent—significantly above anything that 
the Heritage Trust Fund has ever come 
close to achieving. 

What this means is that the Govern- 
ment of Alberta may finally be taking to 
heart the reality that funds like the Alber- 
ta Heritage Trust Fund represent a legacy 
for the people of Alberta—that these 
funds are all we have left of the natural 
fesources we have sold to date, and that 
if they are not invested wisely, then future 
generations of Albertans will never see 
the benefits of today’s oil and gas boom. 


If combined with a policy limiting the 
amount of resource revenue that can be 
spent by the government in any given 
year, to ensure the capital in the pool 
keeps growing, this could be the first pos- 
itive step the government has taken 
toward the long-term prosperity of the 
province in a very long time. 


AIM WOULD ALSO HAVE the potential, 
because of its size, to make a significant 
difference in some of the practices of cor- 
porate world in general. All it would take 
is for the government to build concrete 
ethical investment practices into the 
fund's mandate. 

As an example, the activities and 
investments of the Norwegian Govern- 
ment Pension Fund (formerly the Petrole- 
um Fund) are closely monitored by a 
Council on Ethics for the Funds, which 
looks at labour, environmental and other 
ethical practices of recipients of the 
fund's investments. 

It was this council that, last year, rec- 
ommended that the fund no longer invest 
in Wal-Mart Stores Inc as a result of their 
“serious and systemic violations of 
human rights and labour rights.” Nor- 
way’s finance minister said the decision 
was consistent with their “refusal to con- 
tribute to serious, systematic or gross vio- 
lations of ethical norms in these areas 
through our investments in the Govern- 
ment Pension Fund - Global." 

Premier Stelmach has stated that the 
fund will be managed as per the best 
practices of other successful funds. Hope- 
fully the Norway example will be one 
they look at. 

As always, however, the devil is in the 
details, and Albertans should keep a 
close watch on some of these details as 
the bill works its way through the legisla- 
tive process. 

For example, who will be responsible 
for appointing the Board of Directors of 


AIM, and what process will be used in 
making those appointments? Historically, 
the government has used appointments 
such as these to reward Conservative 
friends and donors for loyalty and support. 
If the goal is to professionalize how Alber- 
ta’s investments are made, then the board 
of AIM must reflect this goal and remain 
free and clear of patronage of any type. 

Also, although it is crucial that AIM 
remain transparent and fully accountable 
to the elected members of the provincial 
legislature, it is just as important that its 
investment decisions remain free of polit- 
ical interference and influence. If not, 
Albertans could quickly see their heritage 
savings being dumped into more future 
Novatels and Magcans. 

The political power of such a corpora- 
tion could be tremendous if not properly 
checked from the beginning. Imagine the 
impact of a well-timed massive influx of 
investment dollars into Alberta as a whole, 
or into certain strategic communities, in 
the lead-up to a provincial election. 

lf done right, and established with an 
eye to ethical investments, transparency 
and accountability, and if the primary goal 
within those parameters is to maximize 
the safe and responsible growth of Alber- 
ta’s assets, then this could indeed be the 
first sign of real vision to actually come 
from this government. 

If the safeguards, checks and balances 
are not put into place from the start, how- 
ever, then it could simply end up being 
one more opportunity squandered for the 
sake of political expedience and control. 
Albertans need to make their voices 
heard on this one to ensure the former 
and avoid the latter—we owe it to our- 
selves and the generations to come. w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta. 
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students even convinced the 
provincial government's Alberta Alco- 
hol and Drug Abuse Commission 
(AADAC) to change the smokeless 
tobacco information on its website. 

"They realized they shouldn't be 
lying,” said Phillips, whose site criti- 
cizes AADAC’s media quotes. 

Commission spokesman Korey 
Cherneski said he did not have enough 
information to internally investigate or 
comment on Phillips’s claim. 


. AADAC’s site warns that smokeless 


tobacco contains 25 carcinogens and 
more addictive nicotine than ciga- 
rettes, explaining that users can 
develop mouth and throat cancers, 
mouth sores that can lead to cancer, 
dental damage and heart conditions. 

Phillips acknowledged that smoke- 
less can be harmful, but added that 
switching from smoking to smokeless 
can cut down on the risk of death by 
99 per cent. 

But Murray Kaiserman, with Health 
Canada’s tobacco control program, 
still believes tobacco gums and patch- 
es are safest for switching and ulti- 
mately quitting. 

Getting nicotine orally is less effi- 
cient, he said, meaning more tobacco 
has to be used, which increases the 
risk of smokeless-related diseases. 

The smokeless tobacco site says 
“we strongly support the possibility of 
using pharmaceutical nicotine prod- 
ucts in harm reduction, if pharmaceu- 
tical companies would start selling 
the right products at the right price.” 

Kaiserman also disagreed with 
Phillips's view that there's no link 
between oral cancer and smokeless, 
saying that in the US, where smoke- 
less use is more prevalent, “there's a 
link to their satisfaction.” 

The professor said the halving of 
smoking rates since the 1960s has 
leveled off at 20 per cent, and thts 
remaining fifth of the population just 
can’t quit and shouldn't be “punished” 
by being encouraged to do so. 

Cessation and prevention strategies 
have brought the smoking rate to 18 


_ Per cent, Kaiserman countered, with 

15 pet cent being daily smokers and a 
large segment of the baby-boomer 
population bulge butting out. 

Tobacco use is dropping among all 
age groups and occupations, adds 
Hagen, pointing out that British 
Columbia's general smoking rate is 14 
per cent. 

While seeing no evidence that 
smoking rates will stop declining, he's 
concerned that could happen if gov- 
ernments and health groups give up 
anti-smoking efforts. 

US smokeless use has halved from 
historical highs of 14 per cent, while 
Canadian smokeless use Is at one per 
cent nationwide, leading Kaiserman 
to conclude “there is no interest 
among the public for this product.” 

But Hagen points out that 40 per 


cent of Canada’s smokeless tobacco 
market is in Alberta, where the prod- 
uct is popular on the rodeo circuit. 

Smokeless tobacco companies 
have failed to convince US and Cana- 
dian regulators that their product is a 
safe alternative to smoking, he said, 
and are now trying to get the public 
on side. 

The executive director hesitated to 
debate Phillips’s views, saying he 
understands why the professor would 
want to defend his work and why 
USSTC wants to sell its product. 

What he doesn’t understand is the 
U of A's involvement, which he called 
“indefensible” for a “credible, publicly 
funded institution.” 

“There's no place for tobacco in 
higher learning,” said Hagen. w 
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| DISPATCH 
| Neowin 


Even after all the wonderful gifts he’s 
given me, even after Manimal, | don't 
think I'll ever be able to forgive Glen A 
Larson for ruining whole genres and 
numerous subgenres of music for me with 
his Knight Rider theme. Ever since that 
hypnotic staccato riff was sampled, 
remixed and bhangrafied in the late ‘90s, 
| haven't been able to hear Indian music 
without seeing a vision of David Hassel- 
hoff, head to neck in black leather, neck 
to crown in glossy black permcurls, lean- 
ing against his robotic Trans-Am. 

So there he is in my mind's eye as Tza 
and Zza Gabor, the Slavic Sibs, spin their 
ass-moving gypsy beats for the arterati 
filling the room for Latitude 53's “Love 
Bytes” fundraiser. Art and Hasselhoff ... 
the combination wanders my thoughts 
back to my longest period of sustained 
work ina single style, in elementary 
school, painstakingly drafting elaborate 
KiT/-inspired control panels, sometimes 
five sheets of paper taped, stapled—or 
“tapled,” for extra security—into wrap- 
around panoramas of buttons, dials, joy- 
sticks, switches and screens. 

“Have you tried the mini-muffins?!” 

| have indeed tried the mini-muffins ... 
and the cream-cheese rollups, and the 
spring rolls, and the bruschetta, and the 
rosemary/black-pepper spread that's basi- 
cally herbed butter. | hadn't planned on 
“doing the alcohol thing” tonight, but ... 


Jersey 


goi Cooper 2 


but it's for a cause! It's for Art! This place 
Supports emergents and wayfinders, and 
if Latitude is to survive and thrive, it is 
every art-lover's duty to make the scene 
and get as buzzed as possible without 
lurching into the walls and pulling down 
the pictures. 


THE SILENT-AUCTION pickings are, you 
know, kind of just there. A few interest- 
ing pieces sharing wallspace with some 
terrifically dire material, same as it ever 
was in this unpredictable Freeport of a 
gallery. Not that a night like tonight is 
about the pictures, really; it's about the 
laser-intersection of people and scenes, 
the meeting and chatting with the peo- 
ple you last met and chatted with at 
some similar event a season ago. All 
around me sparks of conversation, 
ideas, plans, “email me!” ... and the 
place a showroom of beautiful people, 
every type and style of fox, like the 
Shopkeeper of the World has lined up 
all his samples for our perusal. It's the 
kind of scene where you have to con- 
sciously control the creepy threesome- 
troll impulse: 

“Um ... my wife and | think you're very 
beautif—UWAAEEEAAAKKKK!" 

Jesus! What's that noise? | thought 
this was a “silent” auction? No such luck. 
Our glamorous emcee, “charmingly neu- 
rotic culture snob” T L Cowan, has taken 
the stage and begun the hour-long 
process of shrilling out the results of the 
chance-auction draw. All our hopes and 
dreams for donated art and miscella- 
neous middle swag are nestled in those 


baggies, our numbers destined to come 
up—how could they not? We put 10 dol- 
ars of tickets in there, and we know how 
odds work. Slowly, the lot-drawing 
process screeches its ear-splitting way 
around the room ... 

Does everybody love a winner? Not so 
in this case, friends; in a random-draw 
situation, one person getting multiply 
lucky draws whispers and suspicions. 
When it’s just wine and t-shirts and gift 
certificates, OK, whatever ... but there's a 
darling blue handbag up there, the object 
of many a young lady's covetous ticket- 
stuffing ... and when one of the Lucky 
Buddies is announced as its proud new 
owner, and she has to carry it hung on her 
atm because her hands are full of all the 
other junk she's carting away, the rhubarb 
boils with more conspiracy theory than a 
JFK convention. 

Overheard by the canapés: “It’s gotta 
be a fix.” 

Whispered by the wine bar: “They had 
a system! | totally saw them signalling!” 

Out with the cigarette smokers: “Did 
you notice how she didn't actually 
announce a number?” 

Such excitement! To be fair, it really 
was an adorable little clutch ... I'd be 
sour-graping it, too, if I'd been denied 
some congruently desirable treasure—a 
new-in-box Dreamcast, maybe, or a case 
of Yellow Label. But, really, in the end, 
everybody wins: it's drama like this that 
makes the art world go ‘round, right? 
Drama ... plus the cash money we've all, 
win or lose, freely showered upon our 
beloved 53 ... long may she live. w 
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Flak jackets, helmets, elbow guards, 
shin guards, gloves, and more! 


co, Tire Inflator 


innovations)”, 


Where does 
liver health 
really begin? 


You might not realize it but every day you rake 
decisions that affect your family’s liver health 
Your choices of household products, food iterns 
and daily activities can have positive or negative 
effects om your liver. 


In honour of Liver Health Month, the 
Canadian Liver Foundation invites you to visit 


Wwwwliver.ca to get a copy of our 
Liver Healthy Home Checklist 
Take a tour of your home using the 
checklist and find out how easily you 


can make your home and your daily 
routines liver healthy. 


CANADIAN {) FONDATION 
LIVER \ | CANADIENNE 
FOUNDATION DU FOIE 


For more information on 
liver health or to donate or 


in Edmonton at 444-1547 
or visit www.liver.ca 
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volunteer, contact your local chapter 


In like‘a lion, 
out like Mark Lamb 


IN THE BOX 


SS} | OAVEYOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
== | intheboxr@weweekly.com 


The Oilers win! The Oilers win! One out 
of the past 15 games, that is. Last Friday. 
night the beloved Oilers of Edmonton 
squeaked past the Avs of Colorado in a 4- 
3 shootout win. With 12 losses and but 
one win, March came in like a lion, 
walked through town, mauled everyone in 
sight and it looks like there’s no lamb: TB 
and Dave compare claw marks and await 
the season's merciful end. 


COMPLAINING AND MOANING Here's 
the fun-fest the Oilers have provided fans 
recently. Since a shootout win against 
Detroit on Feb-23 the Oilers have only had 
a lead for exactly 18 minutes and 28 sec- 
onds. That's out of 900 minutes of regula- 
tion game time: That's 2% of the time. 
The team scored three shorthanded goals 
but only three powerplay goals. The Oil- 
ers only won once in 15 games. And the 
team was outscored during this stretch of 
futility 55-17. Interestingly, Psalm 55:17 
(known as the Prayer for the Destruction 
of the Treacherous—perfect, huh?) reads 
“Evening and morning and at noonday, 
will | complain and moan; And He will 
hear my voice.” And so concludes our 
bible study with averse that pretty much 
sums things up. DY 


TIME FOR A DO-OVER 0k folks, listen up 
The season is grinding to a close, and the 
playoffs are coming up. This is a perfect 
time for redemption for all of you “fans” 
who thought it was “OK” to cheer for the 
Flames in ‘04. | mean, give your heads a 
shake. Are you true Oiler fans? You sure 
as shit don't see Jason Smith putting 
Flames flags on his truck, driving up and 
down Whyte and shouting “Pants off for 
Kiprusoff!” Come this Spring, | wanna 
see every copper-blooded Edmontonian 
doing this city proud. Cheer as loudly and 
fanatically as you would for the Oil. Just, 


you know, for whoever the Flames are 
playing against. Maybe we can all meet 
for beers and high-fives afterward. But no 
stabbing this time. TB 


WEEKLY VS DAILY in The Box has decid- 
ed to unofficially back a PGA pro, Why? 
Because when you write for Vue Weekly 
it would only be sensible to support a 
golfer named Boo Weekley. The 33-year 
old with the great name hailing from 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College (go 
Golden Stallions and Golden Fillies!) 
came from nowhere (also known as Abra- 
ham Baldwin Agricultural College) to 
place second in the recent Honda Classic. 
Using this logic, the two major papers in 
town should support John Daly. DY 


OH YEAH, SADDLEDOME SUCKS 100 1 
Nashville's home rink were an eight-year 
old boy in Grade 3, that little boy would be 
the most relieved kid in town. The high-fly- 
ing Predators no longer need play in the 
unfortunately named, giggle-inducing Gay- 
lord Entertainment Center. Their rink is now 
known as the Nashville Arena. This allows 
Jobing.com Arena in Phoenix to jump to 
the top of the list of crappy names for NHL 
rinks. My favourite former NHL rink name? 
The San Jose Sharks’ first home—The 
Cow Palace. My favourite international rink 
name? Japan's The Big Hat—or Biggu 
Hatto—in Nagano. DY 


HANGOVERS ALSO SUCK The Oilers 
have five games left in the season and 
this can’t end soon enough. | do admit 
feeling guilty in losing my zeal. A fan 
should cheer on his team whether they 
win or lose. But after the late night ben- 
der of a playoff race and eventual Game 
Seven finale the hangover from the party 
set in around February after a Christmas 
break spent puking. We've got the draft 
coming up (three first round picks to 
shop or use), a spate of free agents to 
woo and trades to expect. The last few 
games? Let's just say that next year's 
pre-season started early. DY 
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Professional Wine 
Education for all Levels 
Wine and Spirit Education Trust (WSET) 


WSET is widoly referred to a3 tho “Gold Standard” i in 7 global wine education 


Level 1 starts in Edmonton 


‘April 2 


Other levels also offered 
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Location: Fine Wines by Liquor Select, 
8924 149th Street, Edmonton 


LEVEL 1 - FOUNDATION IN WINE & WINE SERVICE LEVEL 2 - INTERMEDIATE STUDIES IN WINES & SPIRITS 


LEVEL 3 (SECTIONS | & Il) - ADVANCED WINES & 
SPIRITS STUDIES 
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ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 


y favourite surprise is when 
a spot off the beaten track 
turns out to be amazing. 


Less pleasant is when a reputedly 
great place is a culinary disappoint- 
ment. 

Admittedly, I held high expectations 
when I made reservations for myself 
and two friends to dine at Ruth’s 
Chris Steak House on Friday night. | 
was hoping it would live up to its stel- 
lar reputation and I’m happy to say 
that this American steak house didn’t 
disappoint. 

I don’t often get the opportunity to 
eat in an atmosphere as lovely as the 
renovated World Trade Centre Build- 
ing. When | stepped inside the main 
floor dining room, | was greeted by 
seven-metre ceilings with luscious 
draperies that hung from top to bot- 
tom and puddled on an understated 
paisley carpet. One-and-a-half-metre 
wide amber ceiling fixtures cast a 
warm glow on the white-linen clad 
tables and a soft gas fire flickered 
along the east wall. The ambiance 
was decadent and rich 

The host escorted me to a massive 
private booth with oval table and 
high-backed benches that was tucked 
into a remote corner of the room. Soft 
jazz played in the background as I 
settled myself at the immaculately set 
table for three. 

Ruth’s Chris is home to a bewitch- 
ing cocktail lounge as well as several 
dining areas that are spread over two 


= | ERY OAYT0 10302 
a RUTH'S CHRIS 
(e) 


STEAK HOUSE 
ag JASPER AVENUE 
ag, 0123 


floors. Downstairs, private functions 
occupied the Central dining room, the 
smaller Vault and the Boardroom. A 
bank of lockers along one wall held 
the private wine collections of fre- 
quent guests. Rented on a yearly 
basis, these lockers hold unfinished 
bottles or wine for future visits. A $40 
corkage fee will open a private bottle 
in the dining room. 

Our server, Chris, was easy on the 
eyes, with his carefully trimmed beard 
giving that just-out-of-bed look that 
takes an hour to create. While I wait- 
ed for my friends to arrive, he sug- 
gested a bottle of Pelligrino sparkling 
water ($8) and I agreed without hesi- 
tation. 

As he sought the water, I perused 
the extensive wine list and was 
impressed by the selection of wines by 
the glass. While few international 
regions were left aside by the wine 
carte, California was better represented 
than most. | imagined this was in hom- 
age to the eatery's American roots. 


THIS INTERNATIONAL CHAIN of restau- 
rants opened in New Orleans over 40 
years ago, with the purchase of Chris 
Steak House by entrepreneur Ruth 
Fertel. Best known for its corn-fed 


at steak 


USDA prime beef, Ruth's Chris also 
serves many of its original Louisiana- 
inspired appetizers and sides. 

My friends arrived a few minutes 
after I settled; we ordered a bottle of ) 
Lohr Seven Oaks Cabernet Sauvignon 
($45) and a plate of oysters Rocke- 
feller ($18) before we began to wade 
through the menu in search of the 
perfect steak. 

The wine arrived, was corked by 
Chris and divided amicably among us 
Vibrant and fruity with a long finish 
this cabernet was a fine choice to play 
off our appetizers. The succulent oys- 
ters were served on the shell, 
drenched in warm butter, spices, and 
chopped sweet onion, then topped 
with melted cheese. They were sub- 
limely delicious. 

From the impressive selection, ! 
chose the Petit Filet with Jumb« 
Shrimp ($42). One friend went all oul 
with the bone-in Cowboy Ribeye 
($55),and the other decided on the 
Stuffed Chicken Breast ($35). Chris 
warned us that our steaks would be 
seared in an 1 800-degree oven and 
served on a 500-degree plate, so we 
promised to be careful. From the 
available sides, we opted to share a 
plate of mashed potatoes ($8), a bow! 
of sautéed mushrooms ($8) and an 
order of asparagus with Hollandaise 
sauce ($10). 

The environment was perfect for 
light conversation, so we comfortably 
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just because Yeti Gourmet 
Beaumont that I go so often. I 
about the place before | 
n to this growing town 15 min- 
utes south of Edmonton. I'm a regular 
at the only Nepalese restaurant in the 
Edmonton area because its fry thuppa 
noodle plate is out of this world, 

though my wife favours the butter 
chicken. Especially wonderful is Yeti’s 
owner: Jaya Jha Corson treats every 
visitor like family. 

‘When I heard that she was offering 
classes on the creation of her addic- 
tive appetizers, I called immediately. 
Among the four evening seminars 
were lessons on making samosa and 
crafting the perfect pakora. At $20 per 
class, | wanted to learn them both. 
Jaya happily agreed and we came by 
one afternoon before the dinner rush. 

As we chatted, our hostess brewed 
some chai tea on the stove, straining 
out the herbs before pouring my wife 
and me cups of the warm, milky tea. 
The well-lit Yeti Gourmet kitchen felt 
spacious, despite its relatively small 
area. Looming under a huge range 
hood, an industrial stove already 
sported bubbling cast iron pots. Next 
to the stove, a low-mounted gas burn- 
er was topped by a wok half-filled 
with fresh oil, which held the promise 
of deep-fried delights to come. 

Jaya had already arranged a few 
wooden cutting boards and steel mix- 

wis at one prep area. She start- 

ing a potato into respectable 
French fry dimensions as she 
explained about pakoras, those heav- 
enly Nepalese hash browns. Half the 
potato and a sliced onion went into a 
dozen, along with a pinch of spinach 
for texture and colour. 

Relaxed and efficient in her actions, 
she moved certainly, explaining each 
step as she went. Like any other good 
cook, our teacher assembled—rather 
than measured—the ingredients. 
Explaining that she simply knew how 
to make each dish, she didn’t have a 
recipe to offer. We were a little disap- 
pointed, but we managed to convince 
her to print off instructions for our 
next visit. 

The blend was coated in Jaya’s 
Secret weapon: water and chickpea 
flour. Called channa in Indian shops, 
the dull yellow bean meal was fine for 
the gluten-intolerant and added a 
heavier flavour to otherwise light 


Our instructor demonstrated how 
to drag the small, egg-sized masses 
out of the bowl as we stood in front of 
the wok’s hot oil. This flattened them 
and ensured more thorough, crispy 
cooking of the little biscuits. After our 
attempts, she tactfully refrained from 
commenting about my fritter-sized 
globules in the middle of the wok. 


AS THEY COOKED, an aroma of frying 
channa rose Bas the merrily bub- 
bling oil and lit fires under our 
appetites, By the time she fished the 
golden pakora out of the wok and left 
them to cool in a white mesh basket, 


spalese cooking class has 
tastiest practicum 


= | YETI GOURMET 
sx 103, 5003 - 30 AVENUE BEAUMONT 
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we were seriously craving a taste. 

To distract my appetite, I helped 
Jaya clean up the prep station for our 
samosa session. She took out an enor- 
mous bag of flour and started ladling 
scoops into a bowl. For some bizarre 
reason, the aroma of cooling pakora 
didn’t seem to faze her as | grew more 
and more ravenous, Some oil, celery 
seeds (junu) and water gave shape to 
the dough we would use to make the 
samosas. As she kneaded the dough, 
we snuck a couple of pakora to take 
the edge off our hunger. 

The light, crisp exteriors of the 
pakora glistened slightly from their 
immersion and tasted divine. The best 
McDonald's breakfast hash brown 
paled to insignificance in my memory. 
Crisp onion and softer potato were 
enrobed in the slightly chewy golden 
dough. | tore my attention away from 
the succulent goodies as Jaya peeled 
boiled potatoes with her thumbnail. 

All of her movements came with 
practiced ease. She moved confident- 
ly through her kitchen with a smile on 
her face, trading comments with her 
equally friendly sister-in-law, Dipti. 
She grabbed her secret masala spice 
mixture, diced onion, frozen peas and 
some cilantro to mix with the soft 
chopped potatoes. Stuffing and dough 
prepared, it was time to craft the little 
pockets of paradise. 

I rolled out a golf ball-sized lump of 
dough and cut the resulting disk down 
the middle, then awkwardly formed a 
cone out of one half. After sealing the 
cone’s seam with a flour and water 
paste, I spooned some filling into the 
pocket, then pasted and pinched it 
shut. With a sense of warm accom- 
plishment, I gazed down at the dis- 
tinctly samosa-shaped, tricornered 
packet of dough in my hand. I was 


almost disappointed when Jaya ges- 
tured to the wok. 

Ever so carefully, | dropped in my 
samosa and turned it frequently with 
the tongs. It soon developed a golden 
hue, the celery seeds speckling its crisp, 
bubbled surface. I stood watch until I 
learned how to fish it out and leave it 
to cool with the seam side down. 

We assembled a few more, then I 
helped her to clean up our mess. My 
wife bagged our crispy treats and the 
rest of the dough to freeze for future 
samosa-making at home in our own 
wok. By this time, the first samosa 
had cooled and I bit into my crispy 
creation. There was a real rush in 
savouring the treats that Jaya taught 
us to make. Unfortunately, she would- 
n't give up her secret masala spice 
recipe. Cumin, garam masala and the 
ginger she ground from Nepalese 
roots were all she would reveal. 

For only $20 per person per lesson, 
Jaya's cooking classes equipped us 
with valuable knowledge (plus appe- 
tizers and dough!) to take home. Give 
a man a fish and he eats for a day; 
teach him to make deep-fried delights 
and he can feed the gang during the 
next televised sporting event 

Jaya joked that we wouldn’t need to 
come as often if we could make the 
same food ourselves. | think the 
opposite will be true. Even if we do 
manage to make the pakora and 
samosa at home, they will just leave 
us craving more, And until Jaya is 
willing to teach us how to make her 
addictive butter chicken, a shrimp fry 
thuppa or her upcoming buffalo curry, 
I know for a fact that we will be back 

Call Jaya Jha Corson at Yeti 
Gourmet for upcoming classes. Leave 
your name on a waiting list and ask 
about their first anniversary specials 
In the meantime, swing by to sample 
some killer Nepalese and East Indian 
cuisine: dinner pick-up is both avail- 
able and encouraged, but you may 
not wait until you get home. w 


oe Hn ee eigS ES SSE alas Sas SSSR ETRETE 
TUESDAY NIGHTS P 


CELTIC JAM "3 
JAM SESSION AT 9:30PM PLUS IRISH DANCERS AT 11P 
OF CAPTAIN TRACTOR PLUS I ° 9:30PM « CRS 
SATURDAY AFTERNOONS WITH 


CHRIS WYNTERS & SCOTT PETERS = 


ee soo pgs / ows [oT SIL 


espeLyts] 


Tessie 


= Bleraola 


SPEND SATURDAY AFTERNOON WITH THE DUO FROM CAPTAIN TRACTOR » 3PM 
SUNDAY NIGHTS 


OPEN | STAGE oe JOE BIRD 


THURSDAY APRILS 


AVID SIMPSON 


Glue ese Sb Sep Senelabcissel 


MONDAY. APRIL = J 


ON BERNER 


Blseaseincaa sa SEE SEE Sag REESE ERaEESESSERSESSS| 


aoe CHECK OUT OUR 
[OByenes®)) NEW HAPPY HOUR: 


ahs iy) 4-8 PM MON-FRI 


Says Topas [ops 15] 


ETE ERS ST eST AT 


10616-82 AVE, 414-6766 
WWW.OBYRMES.COM 


Eye 1c) [5] 


Alii lounge 


DOWNTOWN JAZZ 


Thursday - Saturday March 2 - 31 


FIELD TRIP 


DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 
(102 ave. and 100A st.) 


for reservations p 


426-4RMS (4767) 


een eee 


DISH 


MARCH 29-APRIL 4.2007 wureweexmy 15 


eee 


ati 
10646 170 ST 
12028 149 ST 


What's Hot! 


City Spice e-Magazine 


Alberta's thriving o 


~uiban scene! 
A. 


ertaLiveecom 


Tip pints with a brewing star 


/GREAT HEAD 


=> | JASON FOSTER 
€/9 | greathead@vueweekly.com 


| may know beer, but | found it pretty 
damned intimidating to sit down for a one- 
on-one with the brewmaster of one of the 
world's largest breweries. While my kitchen 
home brewery produces about 200 litres of 
fine beer a year, Paul Van de Walle—head 
brewer at Stella Artois in Leuven, Bel- 
gium—puts out 600 million litres in the 
same span. Now that's intimidating. 

Van de Walle was in Edmonton as part 
of a cross-Canada tour. Not one to pass up 
an opportunity, | sat down with him to share 
a couple of pints of Stella and talk beer. — 

His first job out of university will likely 
be his last: he took industrial engineering, 
specializing in brewing. At the time, Stel- 
la Artois was a medium-sized regional 
brewery that hired him on the spot. 

“If you are going to choose a direction, 
you may as well choose brewing because 
it is a complete process,” Van de Walle 
says. “Wine has only one ingredient. 
Bread is incomplete. At first sight, beer is 
simple, but it isn’t. It is very complex.” 

Van de Walle has been brewing at Stel- 
la Artois for 25 years, spending the last 
nine as head brewer. He has been with 
them through expansions, mergers and 
entry into the global marketplace. Today 
InBev, the parent company of Stella, is the 
largest brewery corporation in the world. 
(Its holdings include Labatt in Canada.) 

“It continues to be family-owned,” Van 
de Walle notes. “The same three fami- 
lies—the richest in Belgium—owned 
Stella when | started, and they are the 
largest shareholders today.” : 

Van de Walle considers Stella Artois to 
be one of the finest lagers in the world. It 
is certainly a beer with a history. The 
brew house in Leuven first produced beer 
in 1366, a murky ale called The Horn 
(which is still honoured on the Stella 
label with a French horn). In the 18th Cen- 
tury, Sebastian Artois bought the brewery 
and lent his name to its beer. Stella (Latin 
for “star”) Artois was first produced in 
1926 and, according to Van de Walle, is 
still brewed with.the same recipe. 

“Technology has changed,” he admits, 
“but the ingredients have not.” 


STELLA ARTOIS IS A bright golden beer, 
with sparkling clarity, a soft aroma of 
grain and a hint of hop. Its flavour Is 
clean and slightly fruity. There is a round- 
ed quality to the hop bitterness, which Is 
higher than most pale lagers but still 
understated. It drinks easily and is best 
served cold. Warmer, the beer develops 
an unpleasant graininess. 

As pale lagers go, it is a cut above. 
However, let’s be clear: it is a beer aimed 
at a mass audience, and so the flavour 
profile remains muted and a bit thin. 

“Two things make Stella Artois differ- 
ent than any other beer,” Van de Walle 
claims. “First, it has the noblest hops in 
the world: Saaz from the Czech Republic.” 

Saaz offers superior quality to beer. Its 
bitterness is soft and round, adding a 
gentle touch. Most North American 
lagers use newer varieties of hops that 
offer more punch, but lack finesse. 

“Second, we have a special yeast. It is 
the original yeast we have been using 
since 1926,” Van de Walle says. “We 
select the best yeast cells for further 


propagation.” 

This point is hard to verify, given the 
secrecy brewers erect around their yeast 
strains. | will take his word for if. 

There may be a third reason for Stella's 
fuller flavour: less corn in the recipe. Stel- 
la uses corn, but in proportions much 
lower than Canadian, Blue or other lagers. 

Van de Walle is a fascinating mixture 
of candidness and corporate spin. He 
answered some questions with refreshing 
honesty. Stella uses green bottles, put- 
ting beer at risk of being light-struck 
(something you don’t want to happen). 
His response: “It is for marketing purpos- 
es, even though it increases the risk.” 

On other questions, he followed his 
script to the letter. Since he comes from 
Belgium, home of the most diverse range 
of beers in the world, | asked his favourite 
Non-Stella beer. “| am a Stella drinker,” he 
replied cautiously, “but sometimes, in the 
evening, relaxing at home, | take from the 
fridge a Leffe Blonde.” That sounds good, 
until | realized that Van de Walle also 


brews Leffe from his Leuven brewery. He 
refuses to offer kudos to a competitor 
Even the non-profit monks of the Trappist 
monasteries get a simple “they make 
good beer” from Van de Walle. 

The conversation works around to the 
reason for his tour. Stella's Nine Step 
Pouring Ritual is an effort to promote the 
proper way to serve Stella Artois on tap. 
“Creating perfect beer does not stop at 
the brewing or the packaging: it must go 
all the way to the presentation,” says Van 
de Walle. “Because of these nine steps, 
the drinker will get the perfect pint.” 

The nine steps are heavily laden with 
religious terminology. From “the purifica- 
tion,” to “the sacrifice” to “the judgement,” 
"the cleansing” and “the bestowal,” the 
process demands cleaning each individual 
glass, pouring it in a particular manner and 
presenting it properly to the customer. 

In my opinion, much of it is unneces- 
sary and simply corporate marketing, but 
there are some important steps most 
servers ignore when pulling a pint. Follow- 
ing most of the Nine Steps will certainly 
improve the presentation of any beer. 

We humble Canadians will get a chance 
to try it out this spring, as they set up shop 
in pubs around the country to teach us how 
it should be served. Give it a try—tt is 
quite fun. And it is, | can say from personal 
experience, harder than it looks. w 
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EAT. DRINK. STINK! 
What else were we going to talk about? 
Sorrentino’s 16th Annual Garlic Festival is 
coming up Apr 2 until May 6, and we love 
the celebration of the Stinking Rose! 
Savour their famous feature dishes and 
check out their special events. 

On Apr 18, their BIG Garlic Night fea- 
tures entertainment, celebrity hosts and 


RUTH'S CHRIS STEAK HOUSE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 


sipped our wine and discussed the 
issues of the day until our steaks 
arrived sizzling on their super-heated 
plates. Chris passed our sides to the 
centre of the table. The mashed pota- 
toes looked smooth and creamy while 
the giant mushrooms beckoned from 
their bowl and the asparagus begged 
to be smothered in Hollandaise. 

I scooped a small helping of each 
side dish onto my plate, then delicate- 
ly forked the fluffy potatoes into my 
mouth. I was right: they were as light 
and velvety as a cirrus cloud. | could 
only manage a pair of the oversized 
mushrooms, but I overcompensated 
with crisp asparagus smothered in 
buttery Hollandaise. 

My two petit filets were each 
topped with three jumbo shrimp that 
were intertwined in an erotic tangle of 

ils. | found the shrimp to be margin- 
Piticraone and ultimately didn’t 
finish the last one. The steaks, how- 
ever, were prepared to medium-rare 
perfection and melted beneath my 
Knife like the warm butter that fin- 
ished them. The epicurean within me 
was delighted. 

| sampled a small slice of my 
friend’s ribeye and understood what 
the pleasure moans from his side of 
the table were all about. The double 


THE FIRST RULE ABOUT 


more—with 5 per cent of the evening's 
total food sales donated in support of 
prostate cancer research. 

The Garlic Stomp on May 4 promises 
to be the stinkiest event of the year. Gar- 
lic-enhanced dinner, live entertainment 
from Danny Hooper (musician, MC and 
auctioneer extraordinaire) and dancing 
will fill the Shaw Conference Centre for 
$250 per ticket. Please email stella@sor- 
fentinos.com or call 780.474.6466. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some unsubstantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 


stuffed chicken breast was beautifully 
presented and filled with creamy gar- 
lic herb cheese. In a restaurant known 
for its steaks, it was an admirable 
alternative to beef. 


WE TOPPED OFF our dining experience 
with three desserts and a second bot- 
tle of J Lohr. I chose the sublime 
Banana Cream Pie ($12), which was a 
flaky piecrust filled with lush banana 
custard and topped with caramelized 
bananas, just like mom used to make 
(in my dreams). One friend ordered 
the Chocolate Sin Cake ($12), a heavy, 
espresso-laced chocolate dessert that 
tasted like a trip to Wonka’s Chocolate 
Factory. My other friend tried the 
Apple Crumb Tart ($12), a nod to 
every grandma’s favourite pastry sta- 
ple, served warm with a side of rich 
vanilla ice cream. 

Every now and again, | have the 
opportunity to enjoy a truly great din- 
ing experience. This was undeniably 
one of them. My engorged stomach 
pressed firmly upwards on my 
diaphragm as a testament to how 
much I enjoyed the offerings. All-in- 
all we spent $310 before tax and tip to 
enjoy this feast for the eyes and 
palate. Not something I can manage 
every week, but definitely something | 
will aspire to again. Ruth's Chris 
unquestionably lived up to my expec- 
tations. W 
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Of cats and Cariboos: an epic adventure in supersized powder 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 
here’s nothing pretentious 
| about Cariboo Snowcat Ski- 
ing. They don’t try to woo you 
with fancy lodges, five-star chefs and 
spa packages. I’ve got nothing against 
that stuff, but sometimes the super- 
sized resort or upscale heli-ski vaca- 
tion (with its subsequent upscale 
price) just ain’t what you're looking 
for. A Cariboo cat-skiing trip is the 
perfect antidote 
Picture it like this. You're standing 
atop Mica Mountain on Terry Cinna- 
mon’s 2 000-hectare leasehold with a 
group of 15 hardcore riders, about to 
drop into a powder-choked fall line 
for massive face shots. There are no 
crowds here, no line-ups and 
y to poach that perfect line 
e a lot of backcountry oper- 
mountains west of Jasper, 
est selling feature of Cin- 
ration is the simplest of 
ng—big white powder 
es as you plow through it, 
ry line between gladed 


p you'll burn up 

res of untracked verti- 

c all tt That's 
S on’t finc bounds 

u won't find a more 

peration than Cinna- 

There are no flashy 

e turnoff, just a pair 

nounted on the family’s 


= CARIBOO 
SNOWCAT SKIING 


Jasper, it’s 100 kilometres west to the 
Highway 5/16 junction, where you 
can choose to go north to Prince 
George or bear southwest towards 
Valemount, Kamloops and beyond. 
You stay on the 16 and one kilometre 
later, turn left towards Tete Jaune. 
Cariboo is conveniently located three 
doors down from the Tete Jaune 
Lodge (tetejaunelodge.com), where 
you can bed down for the night com- 
fortably and affordably. Room rates 
start at $55 a night for single occu- 
pancy, $75 for double, and they offer 
discounts for Cariboo guests. 


A DAY ON THE CAT starts by navigating 


a muddy one-lane driveway down to 
Cinnamon’s base of operations: his 
basement. The family's log home sits 
in the middle of a clearing, tree-lined 
slopes flanking it on either side. As 
we rolled in Cinnamon’s two eldest 
children were standing at the 
entrance to the drive waiting for the 
school bus. At about only seven years 
of age, his daughter has already been 
up skiing on the cat 

‘Have a good day,” she shouted to 
us, “shred some powder!” 

Down in the basement, Cinnamon 


get the experience, a fat ski is essen- 
tial—something that measures 
upwards of 90 cm at the waist. Cari- 
boo rents out a selection of Atomics 
and CMH planks at $25 a day, if you're 
not equipped with your own. 

Our drive to the trailhead runs into 
4x4 territory, winding its way through a 
lumberyard into the back 40. Before 
loading the cat, our lead guide took us 
through the standard avalanche train- 
ing ritual—beacon searches, how to 
coordinate a rescue and the finer 
points of digging and probing. Soon 
we were all piling into the cat, eager to 
start riding. Return time from the bot- 
tom back up to the ridge ranges from 
20 to 30 minutes, depending on how 
high you go. At the top, our group was 
ecstatic to find out that instead of the 
predicted 30 cm of fresh, we were 
about to bomb a whopping 50 cm 
Below that, a base several metres deep 
supported the newly fallen manna. 

Fourteen pairs of skis and one 
board were unloaded. Just before 
pushing off, | felt a sense of being lift- 
ed. It was pure adrenalin, elation and 
greed mixed into one giant cocktail of 
surging energy. And then something 
funny happened ... or rather, for the 
first few seconds, nothing happened 
The top slope had only a moderate 
incline. The ride was soft and cush- 
iony, smooth like I'd expected, but 
slow. The anticipation was killing me 


powder, you need enough vertical to 
get up speed. It came just over the 
first short rise. This was it—primo 
powder, steep inclines and fir trees 
rushing past me as I flung myself into 
sweeping, effortless turns. From the 
hollers that echoed across the run, I 
knew the rest of the group had found 
their own slices of powder paradise. 
We got back to the cat breathless and 
exhilarated. The rest of the day got 
better and better as we climbed high- 
er up the mountain, each plunge a lit- 
tle steeper than the last. 


AFTER A FEW RUNS, 1 jumped in the cab 


with Cinnamon. As he drove, he told 
me more about the operation he and 
his brother started in December 2001. 

“Our family’s main business is 
Mount Robson Lodge, and my brother 
and I have a whitewater rafting com- 
pany (Mount Robson Whitewater Raft- 
ing) that we've run since the mid-'90s,” 
He explained. “Five years into the raft- 
ing business, we decided we wanted to 
do something in the winter. Cat skiing 
was an obvious choice for us. 

“| grew up skiing Marmot, I 
patrolled there and I was a liftie before 
that,” he said. These connections 
proved valuable when they first began 
their new venture. “Rob Ford (Marmot 
operations manager) was up here a 
few times, teaching us how to drive 
the cat,” he recalled. “I'd ridden in a 


seasoned pro. He manouevred the cat 
skilfully as he talked with me, relaxing 
at the controls while scanning the 
horizon and the snow conditions 
Once again, he’s looking to expand 
his business. 

“We're in the process of acquiring 
some new area, increasing the lease- 
hold to 8 000 hectares. Right now 
we're running three times a week but 
once we've done that, we can look at 
going full time.” 

He's also considering adding anoth- 
er snowcat to his fleet. And when it 
comes to cats, Cinnamon knows how 
to pimp a ride. The cat we're in—a 
bright orange and blue number—is 
heated with windows all around, pro- 
viding great views of the Cariboo 
mountain range in between runs. 

There’s certainly room to grow 
They often book up quickly, at $350 
per person for individual riders (lunch 
included). Of course, it’s always more 
fun to ride with your friends, and for 
groups of 10 or more they offer a day 
rate of $300 per person. (Check out 
cariboocatskiing.com to get more 
information on prices, directions and 
booking your trip.) 

With all the great riding, my group 
got giddier as the day progressed. By 
the time we hit the last pitch of the 
day, we were taking a cue from the 
classic ski movie Hot Dog: it was Chi- 
nese downhill time. Like the rest of 
our day, it was a no-rules-no-holds- 


marker. Despite the lack of and our two guides were handing out . was this it? snowcat before but never driven one.” 
- ting ther From gear for those who needed it. To truly Of course it wasn’t. To enjoy good Now six years in, Cinnamon‘s a __ barred-free-for-all blast. v 
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Snow comes in so many textures, shapes, 
and sizes, the kind you are skiing in varies 
every time you go out. But sometimes 
when we're really lucky, all the atmos- 
pheric conditions align to give us what 
some call “champagne powder.” This is 
the really dry, light, blow-over-your-face 
snow that makes us scream “yahoo!” at 
the top of our lungs. When skis were 
skinny and | was a strapping young lad, | 
was fortunate enough to ski this exotic 
delight many a time. 

Since skis have gotten wider, the aver- 

- age powder skier is slightly more buoyant 
now. But when the dry fluffy stuff drops 
we need to adjust our technique ever so 
slightly to have a successful day. When 
you are fortunate enough to go helicopter 
or cat skiing, you will find there is one 
main difference. There is no base below 
your skis. Rolling the skis and a slow 
smooth movement is the right way to link 
together good turns. 

You need to use your feet, knees and 
hips to gently guide your skis where you 
want them to go. Flexing your ankles will 
get your weight over the ski and add 


a kick from champagne 
ith smooth turns and 
p roper weighting 


some noticeable power into the turn. Your 
hips will help drive your knees and skis 
out of the fall line and into the next turn. 
The only firmness | suggest you have is a 
core stability that stops you from going to 
far forward or back. Keeping centred 
helps to keep your body mass balanced. 
This in turn will allow the flex fluidity that 
allows for nice, smooth, deep snow turns. 

When you unweight in super soft 
snow, the movement is slower and more 
exaggerated. If you push down too force- 
fully, you will simply push down the snow 
underneath you and you won't go up. 
Think of it as gently hopping on broken 
glass. Not too much sudden impact. Your 
hands and arms will assist in this un- 
weighting action. Swinging them in a 
Smooth and rhythmical pattern will help 
establish the fluid pattern of these turns. 

So overall, it is important not to rush or 
jam these turns. Wait until you get up 
some good speed before even trying to 
turn. | notice this mistake often with 
novice powder hounds. Use your arms to 
help unweight the skis. Raise them up to 
shoulder height from a lower position near 
your waist before your pole plant. Slow 
and smooth just like Barry White on your 
woman, or Sade on your man. Whoa! 
Now there's a visual! Pray for a day like 
this coming to your ski hill soon. w 


Sunshine worker recovers 
after being caught in slide 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
worker at Sunshine Village 
4 ski resort recovered in hospi- 
tal last week after being 
briefly buried in an avalanche. 

The avalanche occurred on a dou- 
ble black diamond run called Silver 
City, which was closed to the public at 
the time. The man was buried for 
about five minutes before rescuers 
dug him out. He was unconscious 
when he was found but was revived 
and airlifted to Foothills Hospital in 
Calgary in stable condition. Officials 
have not said if the worker was on 


= SAFETY 


duty at the time. 

Thankfully this winter, there have 
been fewer reports of fatal avalanch- 
€s. Although we had huge snowfalls, 
it seems either the snowpack has 
been incredibly stable or skiers, 
boarders and other backcountry 
adventurers have started to bone up 
on avalanche awareness. I'm thinking 
it's the latter and with the Canadian 
Avalanche Association continually 
reminding us and offering snow sta- 
bility information and training, there 
appears to be a shift to head to the 
backcountry a little more cautiously. 

Hopefully we are on a safer track 
because most recently Canada was 


averaging 16 fatalities per year, but 
we appear to be lowering that aver- 
age this year. As well, | hope that all 
skiers, boarders and snowmobilers 
will not let down their guard as spring 
temperatures make conditions more 
unpredictable. wv 
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Toronto developer in his early 

60s, wanted to know what I 
thought about Revelstoke Mountain 
Resort, the proposed 1 800-plus verti- 
cal metre behemoth that I'd just skied 
and toured via snowcat. 

“Looks like huge, gnarly terrain, 
thigh-burning vertical and tons of 
snow,” I said. 

He was beaming. 

“It’s just like Whistler in the 
Selkirks,” | added. 

Powadiuk grimaced, as though I'd 
cut a stinky fart. 

| would have thought that he might 
have praised me for comparing a local 
ski hill that is pretty much a gleam in 
a developer's eye to Canada’s most 
successful resort. 

But Powadiuk, who has visited and 
vacationed in dozens of ski resorts 
around the globe, said, “I've been to 
Whistler four times and it’s rained 
every time!” 

If the BC mountain ranges had a 
WWE-style smackdown, chances are 
that the Final would have the Coast 
Range and the Selkirk Mountains 
grappling in a suspended cage, 
attempting to wrestle each other to 
the mat. Enormous glaciers, wild 
weather and huge vertical are what 
the Coast Range is known for. Ditto 
for the Selkirks. Though you're still an 
hour's drive from the top of Rogers 
Pass, the peaks around this historic 
railway town are literally neck cran- 
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ing. Up each and every side drainage 
lies a glacier-draped mountainside. 
World-renowned backcountry lodges 
and heli-ops have carved up the ter- 
rain for over three decades. 


THREE OF THE DEVELOPERS and plan- 
ners behind the new Revelstoke 
Mountain Resort are avid skiers. Don 
Simpson is a Colorado-based develop- 
er who has done backcountry ski trips 
with Reudi Beglinger. Then there’s 
Powadiuk, a born storyteller and a guy 
who's about to see his lifelong dream 
come true. Finally, Paul “Bones” Skel- 
ton is an experienced operations hand 
who still has a broad Aussie accent 
and several tattoos on his rugby player 
physique. He worked and skied in 
Whistler for 20 years before decamp- 
ing to Revelstoke and he’s the “man 
on the ground” for the backers. 
First-phase plans call for an eight- 
person gondola that will access 900 
vertical metres. Another lift—a high- 
speed quad—will add an exjra 600 
vertical metres. Not since Kicking 
Horse (and Blackcomb Mountain 
before that) has such an ambitious 
plan become a reality. Build-out plans 
call for Revelstoke Mountain Resort to 
have 115 runs serviced by 21 lifts. But 
that's a long way in the future. 
Smartly, there will be plenty of ter- 
rain to go around for skiers and riders 


of all levels—even the beginners are 
well serviced. Rather than being 
shunted to the bottom of most 
resorts, novices will have a high-alti- 
tude private playground with a com- 
manding view across to Mount 
Begbie and the Monashees. 

For the hardcore skier, it gets even 
better. RMR also purchased CAT Pow- 
der Skiing (the local cat skiing opera- 
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> resort set for the battle of the bulg 


tion) and, more significantly, Selkirk 
Tangiers Helicopter Skiing. On any 
day, you could go heli-skiing, snowcat 
skiing or slap on the climbing skins 
and rip epic big mountain laps in the 
bowls outside of the area boundary, 
just like Revy resident ski moun- 
taineer extraordinaire Greg Hill. 

To help finance all this, the RMR 
group have hatched a very smart 
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plan—sell a piece of the Canadian 
powder dream to the moneyed heli- 
ski clients from all around the world 
who have patronized Selkirk-Tangiers 
for the past four decades. Get a few 
bears to come out of hibernation a bit 
early and the wilderness-mad German 
tourists will be all over purchasing 
this kind of property. Many resort 
buildings (designed by renowned 
Vancouver architect Raymond Letke- 
man, whose First Nations-inspired 
West Coast architecture will fit in 
beautifully with the site) will be green 
certified, with wetlands protected and 
houses constructed in harmony with 
the rainforest-like vegetation. Green 
is big in Europe, and Revelstoke aims 
to be the kind of resort that Al Gore 
could love. 

Revelstoke Mountain Resort is going 
to offer the kind of muscular skiing and 
riding experience that will send the 
poorly conditioned to the hot tub by 
noon while putting skiers at smaller 
interior resorts into “shock and awe" 
with its big mountain terrain. Especial- 
ly in the early days, while infrastruc- 
ture is still being built and skier days 
measure in the tens of thousands, it 
will treat early risers to first tracks 
from first gondola to last ride. Splurge 
for some Smith TurboFan goggles, 
bring your fattest powder boards, rock 
a one piece Arc'teryx Gore Tex XCR 
suit like the Selkirk Tangiers heli 
guides wear and you'll be good to go 
This could indeed be helicopter skiing 
for the price of a lift ticket. w 


skicastle.ca 


ECK / hart@vueweokly.com 
Jo weeks, Canada’s biggest 
intain festival returns to 


“board Festival unfolds from Apr 13 - 
7. This year, just to get everyone in 
the right mood, Sam Roberts will kick 
things off on Friday afternoon on their 
main stage. Other acts to follow are 
pc Marley (Bob’s son), Finger 
Eleven, K’naan, Toots and the Maytals 
and many more. 
In total, there’ll be over 50 musi- 


cal acts taking place on stage or in 
local nightclubs. Saturday nights in 
the upper village are the biggest 
and best during this festival. 


=/SPRING! 


There'll be killer tunes, pyrotech- 
nics and a Big Air competition off a 
13-metre high kicker that will numb 
your senses. During the day there'll 
be daily competitions on the snow, 


. Whistler: big mountains, even bigger parties 


including rail jams, halfpipe and 
stompede. 

But this is an arts and entertain- 
ment festival so there are many other 
events going on the side—including 
fashion, film and still photography. 

Hotel packages start at $79 per 
night, and the best part is that all the 
entertainment, including snow com- 
petitions and music, are free. 

Then again, snow conditions at 
Whistler are really good this year and 
you may want to do a whole lot more 
riding than watching. w 


How do we have more fun? Let us count the ways 


COLIN CATHREA / colin@vueweekly.com 
Here’s are 10 quick tips to think about 
next time your riding the chair. 


1. Don’t look down close to your skis. 
Keep your eyes focused well ahead to 
help anticipate the terrain. 


2. Start off the day with a couple of good 
warm up runs, especially if you're skiing a 
few days in a row. 


3. Take time to practice rhythmical parallel 
turns on easy slopes. Rhythm is the key to 
handling bumps and skiing off-piste. 


4. On ice, picture the weight of your 
entire body acting upon the ball of the 
foot of your downhill leg. This, combined 
with good, smooth un-weighting and 


weighting will generate the pressures 
needed for the skis to grip the ice. 


5. Always remove your inner boots from 
your ski boots to dry overnight. It helps 
keep your feet a lot warmer the next day. 


=| ADVICE 


6. Before you go on an extended ski trip, 
get your edges sharpened, even if you 
don't know what the snow conditions 
will be. It’s easy to carry a piece of 
sandpaper for dulling them if the snow is 
unexpectedly soft. 


7. Plotting your line down a mogul field is 


best done by aiming to plant your pole on 
the top of each bump, and turning as if it 
were a slalom pole. 


8. In bad light conditions, confine yourself 
to runs that are below the tree line. 
There will be better contrast. If you do 
get caught above the tree line in white 
out conditions, ski near, but never over, 
the edge of the run where piste marker 
pole will aid your orientation. 


9. Don't eat yellow snow, unless it's a 
Galleano Slurpee 


10. Try experimenting. (Technique not 
drugs!) Vary your stance, width of skis, 
balance point etc. You'll soon find the 
right feeling that should allow you to ski 
stress free for hours on end. w 
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4211-166 St 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Rabbit Hill — Closed for the season; thanks for Your support over the 
winter! 


Snow Valley — 50cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open; Friday 
is the last day of the season! 


Alberta 

Canada Olympic Park — 65em base, no new snow, all lifts open; last day 
of the season is April-1! 
Castle Mt — Open Friday- Sunday, conditions permitting; last day of the 
season is April 8! 

Lake Louise — 206-245cm base, 42cm of new snow, all lifts and 139 
Tuns open 

Marmot Basin — 170cm base, 21 new snow, all lifts and main runs open 
Mt. Norquay — 140cin base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open; night 
skiing every Friday 

Nakiska — 30-134cm base, 36cm of new snow, 5/6 lifts and 24 runs 
open 

Sunshine — 21fcm base, 29em of new snow, all lifts and 107 runs open 
Tawatinaw — 24 runs open; great spring conditions! 


BL. 


Apex (Penticton) — 176cm base, no new snow, all lifts and 67 nuns open 
Big White (Kelowna) — 244cm hase, 20cm of new snow, 117 runs open 
Fairmont (Kootenay Rockies) — Base: very good, no new snow, all lifts 
and runs open 

Femie (Kootenay Rockies) — 270cm base, 14cm of new snow, 105 rns 
open 

Kicking Horse (Golden) — 260cm base, 48em of new snow, 106 runs 
open (subject to avalanche control) 

Kimberley (Kootenay Rockies) — 152cm base, 33cm of new snow, 65 
funs open 

Mt Washington (Vancouver Island) 
Tuns open; Closing April 15 
Panorama (Invermere) — 41-168em base, no new snow, 119 runs open; 
Closing April 15 

Powder King (Pine Pass- northem BC) — 313-422cm base, no new 
snow 

Powder Springs (Revelstoke) — Closed for snow sports 

Red Mt. (Rossland) — 230m base, no new snow, 6 lifts open; Closing 
April Ist 

Silver Star (Vernon) — 210cm base, fem of new snow, 115 runs open; 
Closing April 9 

Sun Peaks (Kamloops) — 
open 

Whitewater (Nelson) — 315em basa, no new snow; Closing April 9 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 327cm base, 43cm of new snow, 82 groomed 
runs open, 40ft of snow (and counting) since Nov.1! 


U.S.A. 
Big Mt (Whitefish, MMT) — 206cm base, fiom of new snow, 93 runs 
open; Closing April 9 
Big Sky (Montana) — 112-170cm base, 15cm of new snow, 3800 acres 
of open terrain on 150 trails 
49 North (Chewelah Peak, WA) — 120-300cm base, Sem of new snow, 
24 groomed trails 
Great Divide (Marysville, MT) — 63cm base, no new snow, 60 runs 
open, tickets just $20 
Lookout Pass (ID-MT border) — 
groomed trails open 
Mt Spokane (northem WA) 97-178em base. 3em of new snow, 43 
runs open 
Schweitzer Mt. (Sandpoint, 10) ~103-302cm base, Gem of new snow 
Silver Mt Resort (Kellogg, 10) — 150-248cm base, no new snow, 62 
nuns open 
Sun Valley (Idaho) — 45-148cm base, 10cm of new snow, 45 runs open; 

world’s largest computerized snowmaking system (645 acres) 


All conditions accurate as of March 28, 2007 


— 30cm base, no new snow, 50 


177Tem base, 25em of new snow, 121 runs 


153cm base, 15cm of new snow, 22 


413-4554 
www.TheEasyRider.com 
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Barbituates 
and babies, 
what more do 
you need? 


& | DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 
aa ) dirtylaundry @vueweekly.com 
S| 


Team goalie Hogie Oogachakka might 
have a huge credit card bill after his 
wife Cheryl took his niece out on the 
town but for the moment his marriage 
is intact. Mitzie Doobie stands by her 
decision to remain single and her ex, 
team hotshot Dwayne Minsky’s father 
Burl puts it bluntly: “Life is crap.” 

Then majority team owner Diane 
Knotley lit a cigarette, said “Love is for 
assholes,” and plotted revenge on her 
ex-husband owner Ty for his attempt to 
strangle her, but they worked it out. 

“You tried to strangle me!” Captain 
Derrick Capilano screamed at Ty while 
they were ice fishing with Burl. Ty felt 
genuinely terrible and invited Derrick 
up to apologize correctly, only to find a 
spaced-out Doris tripping on barbitu- 
rates. So Derrick and Ty joined her, and 
they all tripped out together, thinking 
they're goldfish. 

Later on, organist Jean Hammond 
wrapped Ty’s hands around her neck, 
basking in memories of the time he 
tried to strangle her. You see, Jean's 
life has no meaning right now, and 
she’s thinking, “a child would fix it.” 
After deciding that Burl wasn’t good 
breeding stock, she’s discussing the 
matter with Ty and they were last seen 
singing together. However, after walk- 
ing in on these two making out, Diane 
was pointing a fondue fork very threat- 
eningly at Jean 

All of this attempted murder no 
doubt was another factor in the enig- 
matic events at the game against 
Boston: With all available TVs on the 
nk and Laurel's bar still closed, all 
forced to listen to the game on 
adio: commentator Skeets’s voice 
ribed a one-man show of force by 
ain Capilano at the humiliation of 
Then there were fights 
De INSKY a apiiano ... and a 
the Queen’s visit interrupted 


s of the most amazing tie- 
| in hockey history, accord- 
NS it was, 
the game 
high 
uf e yelled 
Ww in front of his niece and 
De Jamie fought so much at 


the airport, security had to be called 
ended up barricaded up at 
armed with hunting rifles 
ek no doubt promises more 
henanigans. w 
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The revolution might not be televised— 
but it will be staged in The Cherry Orchard 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

play that begins with the 
A scenery of “A first glimmer 

of dawn outside ... the flow- 
ering branches coated with a spring 
frost” is fitting for Edmonton in late 
March. But Chekhov's The Cherry 
Orchard—showing for 10 days at the 
Timms Centre and featuring the Uni- 
versity of Alberta’s 2007 BFA Gradu- 
ating class—is a century-old classic 
far more timely than that. 

Director Richard Greenblatt, best 
known for his long, successful run of 
2 Pianos, 4 Hands with co-creator 
Ted Dykstra, notes that, while the 
Russian master is the height of natu- 
ralism, his last play, first performed 
in 1904, the year of Chekhov's death, 
still has a size and an emotionality to 
it that’s kind of unusual for the 21st- 
century audience. 

Greenblatt hopes to give his pro- 
duction a theatricality that makes it 
more immediate by using an iconic 
design. Because our vision of natu- 
ralism is based on the camera, he 
explains, it has nothing to do with 
theatre, where the medium demands 
a largeness—both in acting and set 
design—to make it seem real. He 
also plays on the script’s allusions to 
the gigantic size of the land, 
because, he says, Canadians can 
fully appreciate that sentiment. 

“(The cherry orchard is represent- 
ed by] one huge branch, gigantic, 
you know, 20 feet,” Greenblatt says, 
“which changes as the seasons 
change, so the show goes from 
spring to fall and almost winter, so 
this branch changes as we travel 


MAR 28 - APA 7 (8 PM) 


THE CHERRY ORCHARD 
DIRECTED BY RICHARD GREENBLATT 

WRITTEN BY ANTON CHEKHOV 

TRANSLATED BY JOHN MURRELL 

STARRING MEREDITH BAILEY, KATE BATEMAN, 
TRACY LEIGH CAMPBELL, DARREN DOLYNSKI, 
KATHERINE GORHAM. ALANA HAWLEY, 

EN MCIVOR, JEFFREY OLYWEK STAFFORD PERRY, 
ADVAH SOUDACK, PAUL WELCH, AMANDA LISMAN 
ae (UOFA CAMPUS), 
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through time. The [set] designer has 
really been able to capture that.” 

The costumes, Greenblatt says, 
use the silhouette of the period with- 
out being slavish to the period. For 
instance, Lopachin (Darren Dolyns- 
ki), the new capitalist on the rise ina 
Russia trying to leave agrarianism 
behind and industrialize, is dressed 
more Edwardian than Victorian. 


CHEKHOV'S PLAY, so concerned with 


the passing of time, generations and 


’ eras, is steeped in melancholy. 


Greenblatt points out that, in Cal- 
gary-based playwright John Murrell’s 
1998 translation, the line echoed 
most often is “God, life is awful.” 

“But I do feel that it’s just human 
and that kind of ennui is part of a 
modern sensibility,” he says. This 
ennui, or perhaps cynicism, may be 
settling on us more thickly than in 
Chekhov's play—where time is run- 
ning out—largely because of our 
changes to the natural world. 

"He talks a lot about, for instance, 
what do we owe the land,” Green- 
blatt says, “How does the land—and, 


of course, the whole image of the 
cherry orchard, it’s sitting there being 
useless, except for being beautiful—if 
it’s not used, this family’s going to 
lose it. And they do lose it, and the 
capitalist comes in and starts to tear 
it down. So God knows that's rele- 
vant to today. Is land there for us, to 
be used and exploited? Does it have 
any use as just being beautiful and 
not actually producing anything? 
“The main image, too, is that it’s 
a society in the midst of an 


upheaval, where the old rules are 
changing and the old social-eco- 
nomic order is totally changing,” he 
continues “You can see the ripeness 
for the revolution. 

“| believe we're in a very very sim- 
ilar situation today, in the sense that 
the rules are changing way faster 
than we're changing with them, 
especially ecologically. The earth is 
groaning under our weight and we're 
reacting very, very slowly to it, way 
too slowly to it.” w 


Overcoat deserves all of those badges of honour 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


decade into its theatrical 
life, The Overcoat comes 
dangerously close to being 


overhyped. Given our geographical 
proximity to the city of its creation— 
and the fact one of our own, Morris 
Panych, co-created it with Wendy 
Gorling—it's probably near impossi- 
ble that any regular Edmonton the- 
atergoer hadn’t heard at least 
something of the show ages ago, 
and even if they had missed that, 
surely they caught at least some of 
those quoted blurbs heavy on the 
type of exclamation point words 
reviewers love to use to get them- 
selves used in blurbs (you know, 
dazzling! enchanting! brilliant! 
spectacle! etc) 


TO SUN, APR 8 


THE OVERCOAT 

CREATED & DIRECTED BY MORRIS PANYCH, 
WENDY GORLING 

BASED ON THE SHORT STORY BY NIKOLAI GOGOL 
MUSIC BY OMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH 

STARRING PETER ANDERSON 

CITADEL THEATRE (9028 - 101 A AVENUE), 

$35 - S60 


Not to raise your expectations or 
anything, but this will be one of the 
greatest theatrical experiences of 
your life. Enjoy the show 

Now, of course, the key word up 
there is “close”: despite the fact its 
promise probably outweighs its 22- 
person cast, The Overcoat is one of 
those rare shows capable of staring 
its lofty expectations dead in their 


REVUE 


faces before it dances around glee- 
fully with them, sucking everyone 
who's watching into its twirling, 


bustling, relentlessly alive world. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 25 
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D ETTLE /sherry@vueweekly.com 
Nhe last time we did Cin- 
‘rella, | was one of the 
_ ugly sisters, so this is quite 
change for me,” says Laétitia 
who performs the lead role 
Ballet's production. “It’s like 
ym black to white!” 
nent says that she couldn’t 
Cinderella’s cruel, self-cen- 
lings; although the previous 
lots of fun, the new charac- 
er to play because it’s easier 
ave compassion for her. 

While the story most of us are 
ee focuses on Cinderella's 
beauty and her romantic relationship 
with the prince, choreographer Jean 
Grand-Maitre instils a darker element 
by portraying Cinderella as a victim of 
abuse and neglect. 

clément points out that the role 
depicts reality for countless girls and 
women. 

“We all know of lots of countries 
where women are constantly abused 
and have absolutely no rights,” she 
says. “There are millions of little girls 
who are abused everywhere in the 
world.” 

With that in mind, Grand-Maitre 
has created a remarkably dramatic 
role for Cinderella. 

“Jean says [that] she’s always lived in 
a basement, so all she knows is clean- 
ing and working—she’s never been 
with people. She's almost like a little 
animal,” Clément says. “I have to show 


S| FAL MAR 30 & SAT, MAR 31 (8PM) 

= | CINDERELLA 

ce | BYALBERTA BALLET 

CL | JUBILLEE AUDITORIUM (11455~ 87 AVENUE), 
$42.25 -$83.25 


that to the audience. Cinderella must 
constantly show fear physically— 
there's a certain posture, crooked and 
contracted—it’s very demanding, hold- 
ing that constant tension in your body.” 


THROUGHOUT THE FULL-LENGTH work, 


which is just under two hours, Clé- 
ment is constantly on stage with bare- 
ly a moment of rest. She describes 
one of the few brief moments where 
she leaves the stage, but it’s for a 
swift costume change involving the 
famous magical transformation from 
a wretched servant girl to the beauti- 
ful woman who becomes the belle of 
the ball. 

“| have 45 seconds to change from 
poor Cinderella into this princess at 
the ball with the evening dress, pointe 
shoes and head-piece!” she says. 

To help her make the transition, 
two dressers are ready back stage. 
They help her remove one dress and 
put on another and change her head- 
piece, all while Clément puts on the 
pointe shoes. When we spoke shortly 
before the show opened in Calgary 
last week, Clement was busy rehears- 
ing the costume change. 

“I’m still eight counts behind the 
music, so it takes a lot of practice!” 


she laughs, mentioning how much 
she enjoys the score, composed by 
Sergei Prokofiev 

“It's such strong music,” she says. “It 
talks for you, and tells the story so 
well. It’s really nice to have the music 
as a support, but it's not always easy to 
count.” 

The rich, complex composition 
offers a wide range of dramatic poten- 
tial and depth of character, well suited 


NAIT 


_ ARTS 


School 


for Grand-Maitre's interpretation, and 
there are a few catchy tunes as well 

The music was originally commis- 
sioned by the Kirov Ballet in Russia 
and premiered in 1945, five years 
before the Disney movie 

Clément, who alternates with Maki 
Matsuoka as Cinderella, performs Sat- 
urday night with Blair Puente as her 
prince. Matsuoka performs with Kel- 
ley McKinlay on Friday. v 
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NAIT Marketing grads Laura Radbourne and 

named to Edmontonians “Sizzling 

20 Under 30” list of rising entrepreneurs — co-own 
and'manage Amy Lou, an exclusive Edmonton 
childrenswear boutique. 
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Who let the clowns out? 


TRENT WILKIE / trent@vueweekly.com 


e can all agree that chil- 
dren are pretty cool. They 
run around, they say nutty 


things and, at one point, most of us 
were one. 

The Clowns Without Borders 
organization believes this is as well. 
The only difference between them 
and us is that they travel the world to 
prove it. That and the fact that they 
are a bunch of clowns 

CWB is an international humani- 
tarian organization who hopes to 
improve the mental welfare of kids 
who have experienced suffering. 
They organize groups of volunteer 
clowns to tour various parts of the 
world with the mantra “No child 
without a smile.” 

On Apr !, Northern Light Theatre's 
Third Space plays host to April 
Fools for Africa, a benefit variety 
show in support of sending clown 
Alice Nelson to South Africa. 

Nelson is an instructor with the 
CWB and this will be her second 
excursion into South Africa. The 
question is, why there? Why not 
Canada or the US? 

“We were driving into one village,” 
Nelson describes, “and kids from the 
school were running out to the 
streets singing songs from the year 
before. It was amazing. The kids 
there have such a love of life and 
they play a lot more. They dre not as 
plugged in as kids in Western Culture 


MAE VVEEKLY 
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APRIL FOOLS FOR AFRICA 
BY CLOW WITHOUT BORDERS 

THIRD SPACE (11516- 13 STREE, 

S1O/ PERSON $30 / FAMIY 
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with computers and games. . 


“We would travel from village to 


village,” Nelson continues, “and put 
on shows for schools and communi- 


.ty centres. In some cases we would 


have to ask the chief of the village 


for permission to put on our show. - 


One time a chief asked 'What do we 
get out of it?’,-and I said ‘Joy and 
laughter.’ to which he replied, ‘Good. 
We need that.” 

This expedition, which she will be 
leading, is called Project Njabulo 
(joy) and will be touring in the South 
African provinces of KwaZulu-Natal 
and Limpopo. The focus of CWB in 
this area is children who have been 
affected by HIV/AIDS. 

“A lot of the kids we perform to 
are 11-year-olds who are taking care 
of siblings because of the deaths of 
their parents,” Nelson says. “Due to 
AIDS there is a generation lost, leav- 
ing those behind to fend for them- 
selves. You ejther have children 
caring for children or grandparents 
looking after their kids’ kids.” 

Nelson’s message is that laughter 
is medicine. | would have to agree 
with her, and I heard somewhere 
that it is the best kind. w 
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10060 Jesper Ave, Edmonton 


Show me the Munny doll 


DARREN ZENKO / darren@vueweekly.com 
een on the shelf, designer toy 
Gansta Kidrobot’s 
Munny figurine—a featureless 
20-centimetre vinyl manikin of 
vaguely adorable contours—looks 
blank, unfinished. 

And that's exactly what it is; 
Munny is to toy design what canvas 
is to painting, its media-friendly 
matte finish and soft plastic body 
intended to be airbrushed, painted, 
drawn on, glued, carved, chopped 
up and remixed by DIY toymakers. In 
the three years since Munny’s 
release, Munny-modification has 
become one of the fastest-growing 
parties in the urban pop-art under- 
ground and now Edmonton artists 
are gathering for this city’s first ever 
Munny Show. 

“The idea of Munny is new here,” 
says Lynda Vang, who got the ball 
rolling on the event with a few mid- 
February conversations and emails, 
“but from people who knew about it, 
response was quick, and pretty soon 
replies were filling my mailbox. I'd 
never done anything like this before, 
but I’d heard and read that the art 
community in Edmonton is really 
supportive and tight-knit ... and it’s 
really true!” 

Munny shows can get pretty wild, 
that cartoonoid little statuette pro- 
viding the basis for all kinds of killer 
space robots, monsters, adora-pop 
moppets, disturbing abstracts, satiri- 
cal caricatures and .... and anything 
else anybody could ever imagine. 
From coast to coast, Munny shows 


Kis | P47 
= | THE MUNNY SHOW 
FE | VARIOUS (UKE 18) ARTISTS 
Co | FEATURING 0 MERK MUN 

~ | SYMDICATE APPAREL (D4 WHYTE AVENUE) 


are wild places where individual 
weirdnesses are amplified by the 
echoes of each piece’s common 
commodity ancestor. Google it up or 
drop the “munnny” tag into 
flickr.com for something of preview. 


LESS THAN SIX WEEKS after conceiv- 


ing Edmonton’s own Munny show, 
which hits Apr 4 at Syndicate on 
Whyte Avenue, Vang had a roster of 
18 artists signed on to craft a Munny 
for the event. The designer/custom 
toy scene is closely associated with 
the street-art world, and many of the 
show's participants come from that 
background, but Vang has put effort 
into getting artists from many Beg 
ent styles into the mix. 

“It would have been easy to fall 
back on the urban graffiti scene,” 
she says. “I'll have people from that 
aesthetic representing, but I wanted 
to be more diverse, and not just 
have strictly graffiti artists.” 

One participant from the graffiti 
side of things is the mysterious 
bomber known as Steve-Dave, infa- 
mous for his celebrity-stencil work. 
Like most of the artists in the show, 
this will be Steve-Dave’s first toy 
project. 

“It'll be an extension of the aesthet- 
ic I’m currently working with,” Steve- 
Dave explains, “just applied to a 
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different medium. You'll have to come 
check it out to see. It may not be as 
much stencil work as I'd like, as it’s 
tough to stencil an eight-inch tall, 
three-dimensional object. Either 
way, it'll most likely offend someone.” 

For illustrator Cordelia Chan, 
whose Munny will involve “paisley 
and whales,” the high-speed grass- 


‘roots--weedroots?—nature of the 


Munny show, nurtured in the fertile 
soil of MySpace, is one of its most 
exciting aspects. 

“Edmonton holds such marvelous 
talent,” says Chan, “but it all gets 
pushed underground because of 
conservative cliques. When smaller 
shows can get bigger exposure via 
different modes of communication, 
that’s great. 

“For example, look at the Art 
Gallery of Alberta. The Free for All 
exhibition that they have had for the 
past month shows precisely the 
excitement over and magnitude of 
all different types of art existing in 
this city ... and that, even, was only a 
small portion. Normally, though, 
they don‘t exhibit the exciting local 
art like they’ve done this past 
month. Art is for everyone, and it’s 
refreshing and encouraging to see 
people excited about a show such as 
this Munny one.” 

“There's obviously a growing 
interest in this sort of thing,” says 
Steve-Dave, “so | think it'll go over 
well. There’s a ton of creative people 
in Edmonton, and shows like this 
just fuel the fire of underground/DIY 
art. I'm stoked.” w 


O DOWN O» FINANCING 


show can’t pack 
lop as it would 
playing to houses 
armed with nothing but a 
-wspaper articles and the 
of an author they hadn't read 
e playbill, but even with a 
e of praises being sung in the 
und, it’s hard not to be taken 
the pure audacious whimsy of 

eedingly original piece of 


y theatre, but the more accu- 
ptor is probably actually a 
ersion of a silent film. 
, to be fair, even that falls 
rably short; to be perfectly 
the cultural comparison that 
pringing to my mind was 
Looney Tunes, keeping in mind that | 
Say that not only as a person who 
means it in the best possible way, 
but who also owns the Golden Col- 
lection box set. Granted you've 
switched Carl Stalling’s Merrie 
Melodies for setting the action to 
Shostakovich, which is obviously 
considerably more impressive, but 
they do both share a kind of reck- 
less, slapstick serise of humour 
that’s nevertheless firmly grounded 
in the pathos of watching a loveable 
loser continuously losing. 


PUTTING ASIDE Bugs Bunny, it’s the 
grounding that certainly keeps Over- 
coat two steps ahead of its pedigree. 
With this much spectacle the tenden- 
cy is to simply trade off it, and though 
the show might actually be able to get 
away with it, it’s twice as good for 
going deeper. 

Panych and Gorling are interested 
in their characters, and as much fun 
as their Buster Keaton moments are, 
this is also a story about a man get- 
ting ground down by an ugly society: 
Peter Anderson's Man is ridiculed 
and abused from the moment he sits 
up in his Spartan bedroom to the 
time he’s forcibly removed from it, 
whether he’s rolling up the plans at 
his architect office or finishing 
another glass of wine, the titular 
overcoat offering only the briefest 
and falsest of respites. 

Though neither is the story simply 
moralistic: Anderson does as much to 
deserve his fate as he doesn't, 
unlucky enough to be caught in the 
gear wheels but ignorant enough that 
he’s still helping crank them anyway. 

That depth could likely carry a play 
half as unique as what's on display, 
just as the uniqueness could do the 
reverse. Put them together, and you 
have a show that’s more than earned 
its exclamation points. v 
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Wouldn't it be great if you could go to one place and 
explore everything that is available, sit in on lectures 
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* Complete your university or college pre-requisites 


e Take classes full-time, part-time, or online 
eLearn in a friendly and supportive environment 


Apply early to determine funding eligibility! Call 644-6000 ® www.norquest.ca 
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Catfight! won't scratch your eyes out 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 


i Y ou have your cute cats, 
sexual overtones, arty 
stuff—everything gross 

and beautiful about chicks, all 
together.” 

Andrea Lefebvre’s stepped into 
her newest role as a sort of PT Bar- 
num of female rage with CAT- 
FIGHT!, a project that asked a 
handful of Edmonton-based emerg- 
ing female artists to offer interpreta- 
tions of the only aspect of femininity 
more misunderstood than sexuali- 
ty—anger. 

CATFIGHT! started off as a gag. 
The name was coined, exclamation 
point and all, as a riff on public 
space interventions that perform- 
ance artists favour nowadays. (Say it 
with a sort of shouted hiss, hands 
clawed Sut at chest level in a slow 
motion tussle; facial expression 
somewhere in between that of a 
Solid Gold dancer and the perma- 
scowl on Freaks & Geeks’ alpha 
banger teen, Kim.) 

Something about the joke clawed 
its way into Lefebvre’s conscious- 
ness, though, and she recruited a 
knot of artists and proposed the 
show to ArtsHab, one of the only 
venues in town receptive to new 
curators 

“Part of the job of a curator, in the 
context of group shows, is finding 
some kind of central connector 
between the artists,” Lefebvre 
explains. “I took on artists who 
seemed to fit each other and who | 
knew would have fun with the 
theme.” 

“Fun” may not describe all of CAT- 
FIGHT! work. Tammy Salzl’s paint- 
ings, with their claustrophobic 
in-the-action perspective, are psy- 
chologically terrifying—all tangled 
limbs and hair-pulling and a blur of 
spectators, as adolescent girls jump 
each other into or cast each other 
out of social groups. Salzl is a metic- 
ulously thoughtful artist, with no ele- 
ment lightly chosen or placed. In one 
heartbreaking image, she locates the 
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GHT! 
CURATED BY ANDREA E LEFEBVRE 
WITH TAMMY SALZL, PENNY BUCKNER, 
MARIAN SWITZER, ANDREA E LEFEBVRE, 
AMELIA SHULTZ-MEPHERSON 
ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 
(3A0 FLA - 10217 - 106 STREET) 
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viciousness of an after-school- 
down-at-the-bike-racks scuffle in a 
field of flowers. 

Marian Switzer’s graphic print- 
paintings are funnier, but just as 
pointed. Switzer delights in tarting 
up her pieces—repeated femme 
fatale dustups on a bright ‘80s 
palette—and mocking viewers for 
relaxing their guard in its edgy beau- 
ty (the gist of one title is, “maybe if 
they fight long enough, they'll kiss.”) 


PENNY BUCKNER AND Amelia shultz- 


McPherson's takes are more person- 
ally-driven, though no less universal. 


sizzle: the EVM cabaret 


(10832 Whyte Avenue) &@ 
6 Jasper Avenue) 


Buckner’s “Meowch!” stencils 
address velvet-gloved verbal barbs, 
with awkward conversation deliv- 
ered next to adorable kittens. 
Shultz-McPherson also shows her 
paintings, but the elliptical, skewed 
beauty of her textile-based work is 
really fresh, with a one-woman-cat- 
fight-against-the-world mentality. 
They look like needlepoint samplers 
thrown in a fit of pique by modern 
equivalents of Austen heroines, 
encompassing undefined fragments 
of creatures and word bubbles. 

Lefebvre’s own “Miss Manors” 
series is included, too, mixed media 
paintings involving a cartoonish bat- 
tle over an absurdly monarchal gold 
crown between a couple of grinning 
black demon cats and an urban 
princess. (Imagine Quentin Taranti- 
no having his first period.) 

Like most spats, CATFIGHT! is up 
for a rematch. Lefebvre is already 
looking at extending the project. w 
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Catalyst Theatre (8529 Ga 
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The CHICKAdivas 
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Hosted by Timothy J. Anderson 


ASL Interpretation Provided 
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Tim Rechner synchronizes 
his aesthetic world 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
/ see them as a bridge between 
| the past and future,” offers 
Edmonton art scene fixture 
Tim Rechner, regarding Empty Eyes, 
his solo painting debut at the Front 
Gallery. “People respond to my draw- 
ings more than my paintings, so I 
wanted to find what it was and bring 
that into the paintings.” 

Rechner’s practice is virtually 
synonymous with his process. A 
contemporary devotee of abstract 
expressionism, he searches out 
immediacy and a sort of synchrony 
of emotion, on paper or canvas. 
He’s building a visual lexicon of 
states of mind, suspended ina 
chronology of singular moments—a 
flipbook of feeling. He is considered, 
but this consideration brackets the 
impulse, existing in how he defines 
his practice while exploring the act 
of creation. 


vay Boulevard) 


Information: 
www.evmchoir.com 
780.479.2038 
sing@evmchoir.com 
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= | EMPTY EVES: 
Be | AN EXHIBITION 
OF NEW PAINTINGS 


IM RECHNER 
THE FRONT GALLERY (12312 JASPER AVENUE) 
AFTER A YEARLONG residency at Har- 


court House, the artist found himself 
without a dedicated painting space— 
health concerns had stopped him 
from using his ArtsHab apartment for 
that aspect of his practice, although 
he continued to relentlessly draw the 
squiggles, curves and lines that 
encode his creative impulse. 

“Il went two or more months 
before I got my current studio, know- 
ing this was looming,” he says. “I did 
drawings every day in little sketch- 
books. Part of that was to stay fresh 
and be able to do these paintings in 
a short time. Strong work was need- 
ed, because it was just the paintings 
standing on their own. I couldn’t rely 
on the dynamism of a background of 
wallpaper. The drawings were a way 
to go in, ready to attack.” 

Prior to Empty Eyes, Rechner used 
drawings to heighten paintings, and 
vice versa, by filling up the spaces 
between his canvases with draw- 
ing/collage hybrids. Together they 
acted as an all-encompassing visual 
landscape, inescapable and installa- 
tion-like. 

His new pieces have internalized 
this aesthetic, taking the drawings 
inside of themselves. The generative 
forms come straight from his sketch- 
book, mantra-like, and anchor the 
chaos of the underpainting and the 
candy colours of the other painting 
layers. There's an organic grace to 
them, suggesting more pauses and a 
compounding of moments and 
moods onto the canvas. 

“| was trying to fossilize the draw- 
ing,” he emphasizes. “It’s all about 
the drawing and an evolution of 
palette. The lines are much more in 
front than in older work, reinforced, 
not sketchy or messy in any way.” W 
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funniest guys | ever met. Like Ker- 
‘old pal Neal Cassidy, he was a sort 
without a vocation: deceptively 
always unpredictable, endearing- 
( ental, a natural entertainer. He 
used to dance when | clumsily played the 
When excited, he'd run in circles so 
ly many claim they couldn't see him. 
Our crossing of paths was a thing of pure 
chance, yet he quickly became one of the 
dearest friends I've ever had. 

Whenever people were gathering, he'd 
initially keep his distance, lurking silently in 
the background, or even under the table, 
until someone drew a chair‘out to sit on, 
then he'd leap up and steal it from them 
only seconds before they could plant them- 


simply be around people and made sure he 
was the life of any party. 

(He was a ladies’ man, too. If a strange, 
attractive woman was sitting nearby, it 
was only a matter of time before he wound 
up perched on her lap. Don't ask me how 
he always managed to get away with this.) 

Roque had adventures, roaming from 
Mexico City to Veracruz, from Victoria to 
Toronto, traversing great distances 
through woods, across-rivers and over 
mountains, sleeping under the stars, see- 
ing more of this continent than many 
who've had far more opportunities. But 
Roque came to the end of his road a few 


selves. He wanted nothing more than to * 


————— 


weeks ago. Laura and | were there with 
him in those final moments. | held his 
face as the life drifted from his tired old 
body. He was 14, which | guess isn’t too 
bad for a poodle. 


1 MISS MY DOG. His absence breeds a - 


peculiar kind of lingering ache. I've been 
finding myself sniffing out great novels 
about dogs, both to summon up Roque’s 
memory and to see how well literature 
connects with canine experience, and it 
seems that in every case certain conflicts 
arise, between domesticity and savagery, 
Stability and wanderlust. 

John Berger's King: A Street Story is 
actually narrated by a dog, the companion 
of a ramshackle community of homeless 
people living near an English highway. 

Though King possesses anguage, Berg- 
er doesn't anthropomorphize so much as 
mythopoeticize dogs, composing an ode to 
the joy of barking and describing King’s 
singular vision of the world of men. His 
King is, above all, compassionate toward 
his fellow vagabonds, aware of the com- 
plexity of their history and despair in a 
way that puts most humans to shame. 

Paul Auster’s Timbuktu, written in the 
third-person, takes less license with 
canine communication. Mr Bones can’t 
talk, though he does seem to fully absorb 
what he’s told. He also has a rich and 
instructive dream life, one that helps to 
guide him through the dangerous route 
his life takes once his owner collapses 
and dies in Baltimore, leaving Mr Bones 
to fend for his own. 

Like many an Auster protagonist, Mr 


Bones finds himsett walking incredible 
distances, eventually making it all the 
way to Virginia before finding a new 
home with a young family. But by the 
novel's end he's walking still farther and 
under more desperate circumstances, 
finally waking one morning in a wooded 
area as the first still chill of winter seizes 
the dewy air. It's a resplendent moment 
that calls to something desirous of uncor- 
fupted nature, and it led me to the third 
and last dog novel I'll mention here 

I never read Jack London's The Call of 
the Wild as a kid, like so many have 
(despite its plentiful violence), but | think 
it found me at the right time. Tracking its 
bulking Buck from a lazy life on a judge’s 
estate in California to one of utter brutali- 
ty in the bleak Yukon wilderness (with 
Buck's captivity and exploitation forming a 
sort of creepy parallel to the slave trade), 
London evokes Nietzsche and Darwin in 
his heroic rendering of Buck's transfigura- 
tion, his reclaiming of ancient instincts 

Considering how Buck's circumstances 
ultimately force him to depart from the 
love of all humans, The Call of the Wild 
was somehow surprisingly affecting to me 
in its celebration of animal atonement. 
Like King and Timbuktu, The Call of the 
Wild sets its mutt free to master its own 
destiny on its own terms, encompassing 
all the eccentricity, imagination, affection 
and spirit of dogs, but without restraints 

.. Yet it says something about Auster's 
particular perspective that Mr Bones's 
heart still leads him to a place where he 
hopes he and his old two-legged buddy 
might be together again. w 
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EDMONTON’YOGA STUDIO 


Vijnana Yoga Vu 
With Tracy Groshak, 
VIJNANA Yor 


“UNDERSTANDING F 
* SITTING * PRANAY 


FRI APRIL 13TH TO SL 
FRIDAY 6-8PM, SATURDAY 
SUNDAY 


Www.EDMONTONYOGASTUDIO. COM 
12039 — 127 street tel 451.8131 | 
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2. Modest Mouse - We Were Dead Before The Ship Even Sank (epic) 
3. The Shins - Wincing The Night Away (sub pop) 

4. Ry Cooder - Buddy The Cat (nonesuch) 

5. Peter Bjom And John - Writers Block (almost gold) 

6. Ruthier Foster - The Phenomenal (blue com) 

7. Tom Waits — Orphans (anti) 

8. band with no name - The Good, The Bad & The Queen (parlophone) 
9. Lucinda Williams - West (lost highway) 

10. !!!- Myth Takes (warp) 

11.Rickie Lee Jones - The Sermon On Exposition Boulevard (new west) 
12.Antibalas — Security (anti) 

13.Big Buisness - Here Come The Waterworks (hydra head) 

14.Bill Bourne - Boon Tang (cordova bay) 

15.LCD Soundsystem - Sound Of Silver (dfa) 

16. You Say Party We Say Die - Lose All Time (paperbag) 

17. Of Montreal - Hissing Fauns, Are You The Destroyer (polyvinyl) 

18. J Dilla - Rough Draft (stones throw) 

19. Various - Endless Highway:The Music Of The Band (429) 

20.Julie Doiron - Woke Myself Up (endearing) 

21.The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 

22. Mark Knopfier & Emmylou Harris - All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
23, Apostle Of Hustle - National Anthem Of Nowhere (a&c) 

24. Rachelle Van Zanten - Back To Francois (rvz) 

25.John Hammond — Push Comes To Shove (back porch) 

26. Highwater Jug Band - S/T (hoodoo) 

27.Bob Dylan - Modem Times (columbia) 

28.Explosions In The Sky - All Of A Sudden | Miss Everyone (tr) 

29. AA Soundsystem — Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 

30. Kenny Wayne Sheppard - 10 Days OutBlues From The Backroads (reprise) 


KAISER CHEIFS —™ 


SALE Nowy 
YOURS TRUELY .THE ANGRY MOB / Musee oop. 


The highly anticipated 
new Kaiser Chiefs album 
is here. Entitled Yours 
Truly, the Angry Mob, the 
follow up to Employment contains 
13 tracks and was produced by Stephen 
Street in London. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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"ALBERTA BALLET-CINDERELLA Jubilee Auditorium, 


11455-87 Ave (427-2760/451-8000)  Grand-Maitre'’s dark 
fairytale set to Sergei’s Prokofiev's score with the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, choreography by Jean Grand-Maitre 
* Mar. 30-31 (8pm) © Tickets available at TicketMaster 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA DANCE CLUB (UADC) Shaw 
Conference Centre, www.uade.ca, anniversary@uade.ca © 
Top Hat and Tails 50th Anniversary Gala dinner and dance 
featuring performances by current and past club members 
and music by the Trocadero Orchestra * Sat, Mar, 31 
(5:30-1am) * $45 available at UADE class locations 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
2854) © Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * GHOST LAKE: 
Paintings by Gordon Harper * Until Apr 5 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) ¢ Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) 
* Feature Gallery: All ABOUT ALBERTA; until Mar. 31 
© BREW-HAHA; Fun and fabulous teapots and tea-sets; 
Apr. 7-July 14; Artist's reception: Sat, Apr. 14 (2-4pm) « 
Discovery Gallery: SVOW SERIES: Ceramics by Carole 
Epp; until Apr. 7 ® NEO-OVO; Egg design by Neil 
Lazaruk; until Apr. 7 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10220-105 St (439-9532) « 
Open every Thu (5-8pm) * CATFIGHT: Six emerging artists 
investigate female-on-female aggression * MORE NEW 
WORK: Artworks by ArtsHab residents * Until Apr 26 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave (461-3427) ¢ Group show featuring members art- 
works * Until Apr. 11 


CITY HALL Sir Winston Churchill Sq « THE GREYING 
NATION PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION: Featuring photo- 
graphs by Dr. Orest Semchishen and Dr. Mark 
Nowaczynski, curated by Gordon Snyder. Part of the The 
Greying Nation Conference * Until Apr 7 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) « 
Open: Tue-Sat 9:30-5:30pm * LUX ETERNA; Watercolour 
still lives by Vivian Thierfelder * Thu, Apr. 5 (5-7pm) © 
Apr. 5-21 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 
Stony Plain Rd (482-1402) * Open: Tue by appointment; 
Wed-Fri 11am-5:30pm, Sat 11am-4pm, closed long week- 
ends * COLLECTION 2006: New artworks by various artists 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI, University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) * Open: Mon-Thu 
8:30am-8pm; Fri 8:30am-430pm; Sat Sam-noon * JAVA: 
Hand-painted silk textiles inspired by Indonesia produced by 
the students in the Dept. of Human Ecology * Until Apr 71 


FAB GALLERY Am 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave 
(492-2081) © Open; Tue-Fri 10am-5Spm, Sat 2-Spm * 
BACHELOR OF DESIGN GRAD SHOW ® Apr. 3-14 « 
Opening reception: Thu, Apr. 5 (7-10pm) 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) « 
Open: Mon-Sat 9:30am-bpm * TOWERS OF ILION: Group 
show featuring figurative artworks by George Botchett, 
E. Ross Bradley, Vern Busby, Edmund Haakonson, Eileen 
Heidler and Keith Turnbull; until Mar. 31 * Artworks by 
Cornelia Osztouits, through April 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) ¢ Open 
Mon-Fri Sam-9pm; Sat Sam-6pm; Sun 1-5pm ® Artworks 
by the Sculptors Association of Alberta; until Mar 31 © 
SHOW OFF: Exhibit of tean art, Apr. 1-30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) « Open Mon- 
Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm * FAMILIAR TERRITORY: Drawing 
installation by Lois Schklar; Apr. 5-May 12 © Front Room: 
REWIND: Printworks and multi-media works with video, per- 
formance and electronic imaging by Bonnie Baxter; until Mar. 
31 © ROOTED IN: Large-seale charcoal drawings and small 
black and white line etchings of plant roots by Erin Schwab; 
Apr. May 12 © Opening reception: Thu, Apr. 5 {7-10pm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) * Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm * 
ORIGINAL DIGITAL FINE ARTS: Computer paintings by 
Ansgard Thomson; Ape. 3-May 3; opening reception: Apr. 
4 (6:30-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) 
Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * Prints 
by Norval Morrisseau and Toti, paintings by Don Sharpe, 
Wendy Risdale, Raymond Chow and Audrey Pfanmuller, 
and pottery by local potters « (SOUTH) 7711-85 St 
(465-6171) © Open Mon-Fri Sam-5Spm; Sat 10am-Spm * 
Watercolours by Jim Brager, Glenda Beaver, Myma 
Wilkinson, Lois Bauman, Jim Painter and Carol Hama 


ARTS 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) © Featuring 
paintings by British artist Roger Colson * Until Apr. 5 
LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Arts Centre, Red Bam, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (467-4481) © Open Sat 
10am-4pm; Thu 5-3pm * Spring art show and sale pre- 
sented by the Art Society of Strathcona County * Mar. 
31-Apr. 1 

McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm * A CENTURY OF 
CARING AND INNOVATION; Hospital Centennial 
Exhibition * Until Apr 4 

MCPAG 5411-5! SL Stony Plain (963-2777) © Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm © L/FE LINES: 
Filamenta group featuring artworks by Margo Fiddes, 
Dawna Dey Harrish, Sharon Willas Rubuliak, Cathy 
Tomm; until Apr. 19 * Dining Room Gallery: Artworks 
by Dawn Klashincky; Mar. 29-May 10 


MINISTIK SCULPTURE STUDIO 37 Bristol Estates, 
51049 Range Road 214, Sherwood Park (662-4160) « 
Sculptures by Horst D. open studio 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert Place, St. Albert (459-1528) ¢ A BRIGHTER 
FUTURE: THE GROWTH OF AGRICULTURE IN ST. ALBERT 
© Until Apr 8 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE 5411-51 St, 
Stony Plain (963-2777) © Open: daily 11:30am-4pm 
SASSY LADIES: A display highlighting the “sassy” side 
of women including @ revealing collection of intimates 
from the early years ® Mar. 30-May 28 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) Open: Mon-Fri 10am- 
2pm; Tue/Thu evenings 6:30-8pm * OBJECT OF THOUGHT: 
Paintings by Walter Rosychuk * Until Apr. 13 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, Sherwood Park 
(467-3038) * The Society of Western Canadian Artists 
Spring Art Show * Until Mar. 31 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St 
Albert (460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu 
(10am-8pm) * FORM AND POTENTIAL: Artworks by 
Pierre Bataillard, and Benjamin Oswald; until Apr. 7 © 
DSrop-in Art forthe Artist at Heart; Apr. 5 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Rd 
(427-1750) * Open: Tue-Sat, Wed 9am-4:30pm © THE 
GREAT WESTERN GARMENT COMPANY: Founded in 1911 
and now owned by Levis Strauss and Co. [Canada] Inc, the 
history of garment workers offers a glimpse of the history 
of all working people in this city, Exhibit features informa- 
tion panels, photographs and clothing © Until Apr. 27 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) © Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-Spm ¢ LAS MENINAS; Paintings by Leslie 
Poole ¢ Until Apr 10 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue- 
Sat 12-Spm © ART OF THE ANKARA EX-LIBRIS SOCIETY: 
Small printworks by artists of the Ankara Ex-libris 
Society of Turkey © Until Apr 14 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce 
Grove (962-9664) « WAX FACTOR: THE BEAUTY OF 
BATIK: Artworks by Monika Dery ® Until Apr. 21 & 

Opening reception: Sat, Mar. 31 (1-4pm) 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street, ST. Albert 
(460-5993) « FACES AND MORE; Paintings by Richard 
Lipscombe © Until Mar. 31 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452- 
9100/451-3344) * Explorer Gallery: LEGO® Secrets of 
the Pharaohs ¢ Until May 6 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10418-82 Ave 
behind Sapphires (438-7978) # FREE PLAY: 
Collaborations by local artists * PERSONAL IMPRES- 
SIONS: Sculptures and reliefs * March-April 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ 
CHARACTERS: Hats by Michelle Leavitt-Djonlic and felted 
sculptures by Renee van der Putten; until Mar. 31 « CON- 
STELLATION: Artworks by Emanuelle Bara; ROOTS: 
Artworks by Teresa Halkow; Apr. 5-May 12; opening recep- 
tion, artists in attendance: Thu, Apr. 5 (7-9:30pm) 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) © 
Paintings by Richard Cole 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) Story 
Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their work, 
explore their talents and show off * Third Wed each 
month ® $5 (donation) 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2932) © 
TALES. monthly Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or come 
to listen ¢ Second Fri of each month (8-10pm) until June 
* $3 (first time free) 

HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St * The Olive Reading 
Series * Open-mic 2nd Tue each month 

KASBAR LOUNGE Basement of Yianni’s Taverna, 10444 
Whyte Ave (914-8620) © Rapture: Open stage poetry 
with the Raving Poets band every Wed (sign-up: 7:40pm, 
show: Spm) until May 30 

NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry, 


and performance art open stage hosted by the Naked 
Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


THE PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) * Open 


= 


Contemporary, figi 
Through March ai 


Thu Fi 128pm; Sat ies ; 
GRILL 1047 ‘eck: : 
Story Café: TA.L.ES © First Thu of ea month, through to 


June {7-Spm) # Tricksters and Fools; Thu, Apr. 5 (?7-Spm) 
* $5 cover i 


ST. THOMAS CAFE 44 St. Thomas Streot, St. Albert » 
Poet's Ink: Writing evenings every Thu (7-Spm) except long 
weekends, holidays and summer months ® Mar 29 


STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street, St. Albert (460- 
5993) * Open: Thu 12-Bpm; Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-5pm 
* FACES AND MORE: Artworks by Richard Lipscombe * 
Until Mar, 31 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA fim 122 Education Bldg 
South, U of A Campus (458-4662) * Writer's Circle with 
Margaret Macpherson (7pm); meeting: first time quests 
free/retumning $10; Canadian Authors Association: 
Speaker event featuring Florence McKie speaking on The 
Spinning Coin of Reading and Writing-How does one 
influence the other?; Fri, Mar. 30 (8pm) * Workshop fea- 
turing Florence McKie The Analytical Eye (I): Learning 
from the Written Page-the power of different ways of 
feading, lessons from different genres, templates for 
practice to hone your writing skills; Mar. 31 (9:30am- 
4pm); $30 (CAA member)/$60 (non-member) pre-register 
at 458-4662 register@canauthorsalberta.com rd 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469- 
4999) * Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat(8pm), 
$20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky 
Wednesday; $5 © Jon Charles; Mar. 29-31 © Brian 
Work; Apr. 5-7 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St. WEM, 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) Open; nightly Spm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 
8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Bengt Washburn, Sean 
Thompson andiLars Callieou; until Apr. 1 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 367 St. Albert Rd (460- 
1122) * Wednesday Night Live: Open stage for comedy, 
and music (7pm set-up/sound check, 8-10pm show) 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sir Winston Churchill Sq * 
Chasing the Big Silly: Lorne Elliott * Tue, Apr 3 (8pm) « 
$30 available at the Winspear Centre 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall 
(481-9857) © Open: Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm * Sun: Industry Night; $10 Wed Crash and 
Burn: featuring Steven Pearl © Steven Pearl, Dylan 

Rhymer, and Sam Easton; Mar. 29-31 


THEATRE 


THE CHERRY ORCHARD Timms Centre for the Arts, U 
of A Campus (420-1757/492-2271) ¢ Studio Theatre © 
By Anton Chekhov, translated by John Murrell, a heart- 
breaking comedy classic ¢ Mar. 29-Apr. 7 (8pm); Pre- 
show talk: Tue, Apr. 3(7:15pm); matinee: Thu, Apr. 5 
(12:30pm) ® $8 to $20 at the Timms Centre for the Arts 
box office one hour prior to the performance, advance at 
TIX on the Square 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0595) 
© A hilarious, live, improvised soap opera * Every Mon 
to the end of May ® Tickets available at the door (7pm) 


THE FLY FISHER’S COMPANION The Varscona Theatre 
10329-83 Ave (434-5564/420-1757) « By Michael Melski, 
directed by James DeFelice, presented by Shadow 
Theatre, featuring Glenn Nelson and John Wright as war 
veterans who share a troubled past * Until Apr. 1 * 
Tickets available at Shadow Theatre, TIX on the Square 


GRANNY GHOST WHISPERER Jubilations Dinner 
healt, 8882-170 Street, WEM (484.2424) # Apr. 6-June 


IMAGEPALOOZA! Jeky!l and Hyde Pub and Restaurant 
10610-100 Ave * Image Theatre © Local artists, per- 
formers and writers, and a wide variety of short plays. 
monologues and performance art © March 29-31, April 
5-7 (Doors open at 6:30 for food and drink, curtain at 
8pm) * $10 at the door 


MAGGIE’S GETTING MARRIED Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre (1-800-661-9804) * By Norm Foster * Until Apr 
15  $39-$75 


MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR-SONGS OF THE BEE- 
TLES Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 Street, WEM 
(484-2424) © Until Apr. 1 


OH SUSANNA! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433- 
3399) * A Euro-style variety spectacle, hosted by inter- 
national glamour-gal Susanna Patchouli’ sister, 
Irmengarde (Davina Stewart), co-hosted by Eros, God of 
Love, and accompanied by the Oh Susanna Jug Band * 
Tickets available at the door * Sat, Mar. 31 (11pm) * 
$10/$7 (Die-Nasty/Teatro La Quindicina member at the 
door at 10:30pm on night of performance 


THE OVERCOAT Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-101A 
Ave (425-1820) ® Based on the short story by Nikolai 
Gogol, stage play by Morris Panych and Wendy Gorling, 
starring Peter Anderson ® The Overcoat integrates phys 
ical theatre and the sweeping music of Shostakovich to 
tell a richly detailed story of the transformation of a 
common man’s ordinary life when he acquires 2 beautiful 
new coat. His identity changes, his place in society 
shifts, and his life is shattered * Until Apr 8 © Tickets 
available at the Citadel Theatre box office 


SONGS OF THE NORTH WIND Jekyll and Hyde Pub. 
10610-100 Ave (488-2772) * SWAK Productions * 
Cabaret featuring classic Canadian music performed by 
Tim Arychuk, Bill Baynes, Owane Kunitz, Faye Mitchell, 
Stacey Ozgun * Mar. 29-31 (door 7pm, show 8pm) ¢ $14 


WHAT LIES BEFORE US Citadel Rice Theatre * 
Comedy by Morris Panych * It's 1885, and two junior 
surveyors for the railroad, Ambrose and Keating, find 
themselves trapped in Canada’s northern wildemess * 
Until (le 8 © $30-$50 available at the Citadel Theatre 
box office 


focus has been on American 
about the civilians, the 
the militants swirling 


jussein’s removal from power? 
iraq in Fragments, then, seems a 
welcome change, a feature-length 
documentary, bankrolled by HBO, that 
offers street-level, Iraqi perspectives 
on the new storm of violence sweep- 
ing over their country. Winner of 
countless awards at various festivals, 
James Longley’s documentary drops 
us into daily life in a war-ravaged 
country, showing the sights, smells 
and sounds in Baghdad, then 
Naseriyeh in the south, and finally 
near Arbil in Kurdistan. 

Helicopters chop overhead; build- 
ings smoke; crowds mill in the street, 
streetscapes blur by; brown, rocky 
landscapes rattle past a train win- 
dow. Locals discuss the “occupying 
power” of American forces. “If it’s like 
this in the beginning—what will it be 
in the end?” asks the boss ofa 
mechanic shop. “We want to close 
every door of depravity opened by 
America,” a follower of Moqtada al- 
Sadr declares. “Today, everything in 
lrag is controlled by America,” a Kur- 

Longley’s film, shot through with 
pulsating colour, is poetic and often 


=| THE MOVIEGOER 
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There's a guy named Jim Emerson who 
writes a terrific movie biog called “Scan- 
for the Chicago Sun-Times website. 
Because it’s the Sun-Times, he sort of 


lengthy posts on the art 
ot while the more pop- 
: 1S y ng three-stal meee 
typi sally ins htful Emerson com- 
about Zodiac has lingered with me 
weeks. He's comparing 

n to the work of David 
the way that Zodiac 


and Lync are driven by the view- 
Ss primal need to figure out mysteries. 
“We want to put the pieces together 
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stirring, especially in its final frames, 
as Suleiman, a Kurdish boy, walks off 
towards the horizon of a country tee- 
tering on civil war. 

Yet the politics of the film prove 
more disturbing than the political 
strife in the country. Scenes are often 
ambiguous, it’s unclear who's speak- 
ing, and the initial complexity of the 
film’s three portraits muddles away 
and peters out in the end. 


ourselves," Emerson writes, “even if 
these characters from the past were 
never able to. We know the identity of 
the Zodiac Killer was never conclusively 
determined, but maybe this movie will 
give us the information we need to solve 
the crime ... No, it’s not likely or logical, 
but we can’t help but crave a solution, no 
matter how unlikely.” 

This principle doesn’t just apply to 
unsalved crimes, either. | think, very often, 
we hope movies will supply us with clues 
that we can use to solve the mysteries of 
our own lives. For instance, one of the rea- 
sons | was so interested in seeing Kelly 
Reichardt’s drama Old Joy was that | had 
read a few reviews of the film that 
described it as the story of two old friends 
who haven't seen each other in a while 
and who decide to take a camping trip 
together in the Oregon wilderness. Mark, 
one of the friends, | gathered, was the 
more “responsible” of the two, with a wife 
and a child on the way, while the other, 


THE FIRST PART mostly follows 


Mohammed Haithem, a boy who works 
in an auto mechanic shop. Mohammed 
tries to go back to school, an effort for 
which he’s alternately praised and 
rebuked by his father-figure, the boss, 
who is scolding, tough, affectionate 
and abusive, hitting Mohammed on the 
head and at one point telling “you dog” 
that he'll “roast him alive” if he doesn’t 
know how to write his true father’s 
name the next day. 

As Longley has shot and cut the 
film, it’s hard not to see the boss as a 
mini-Hussein—are we to infer that 
Iraq has produced generations of petty 
street tyrants? And does one of 
Mohammed's uncles finally move him 
to another shop because of the film’s 


Kurt, was something of a lost soul, still 
tentatively feeling his way through life, 
jobless, not really able to put the pieces of 
his existence together. 

That reminded me a lot of my relation- 
ship with Ken, my best friend since high 
school, although the Old Joy details don't 
match up precisely. Ken has been married 
for years, for instance, while I've always 
struggled to make romantic connections. 
I've always envied that about him. And 
that loneliness often makes me feel as 
lost and unrooted as Kurt does. But I’m 
also the one who seems to have made 
the most progress professionally and 
artistically: I've had some plays produced, 
've won a couple of writing awards and 
\'ve been able to make a decent living as 
a writer and editor. Ken, meanwhile, has 
worked a few menial jobs and now has 
settled into the role of househusband to 
his wife, a university professor. 


WHICH IS FINE. What distresses me 
FILM 


THE HOST 30 


THE LOOKOUT / 33 
SHOOTER / 34 


ote 


influence? Mohammed's rescue, unex- 
plained and feel-good, seems a sop to 
concerned liberal humanists; after all, 
there are many more Mohammeds out 
there who aren't saved. 

If patriarchal Islam seems largely 
made up of vicious taskmasters in the 
first part, the second part, in Sadr’s 
South, tries to show the ins and outs 
of local Naseriyeh politicians’ strug- 
gles to keep Shia politics (in the form 
of al-Sadr’s followers) out of the com- 
ing local elections, but radical Islam 
takes over. This part comes to be 
dominated by al-Sadr’s Mehdi army, 
more neo-Hussein tyrants, when they 
move into a street market, arrest, and 
then imprison some men who are 
supposedly selling alcohol 


more is that Ken, despite being probably 
the most imaginative and creative person 
I've ever met, seems stuck in an artistic 
rut, rewriting and repackaging the same 
handful of horror and sci-fi stories he 
wrote 15 years ago. Not long ago, he 
proudly sent me a homemade CD he'd 
recorded recently—which turned out to 
consist of new recordings of songs | first 
heard him sing back in high school. That's 
where | lost patience with him. I'm living 
in Florida, he’s living in Ontario, and we 
haven't spoken in months. Occasionally 
he sends me links to short videos he's 
posted to YouTube, but selfishly, | haven't 
responded. | feel ashamed to even write 
any of this down; | haven't behaved at all 
like a friend to him and it pains me to say 
such hurtful things about him. 

| was hoping that Old Joy would give 
me some insight into how to reconnect 
with my old friend, or at least how to 
handle our undoubtedly awkward next 
conversation. | wanted it to give me a 
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Bafflingly, in Iraq in Fragments, the 
threats in an occupied country consis- 
tently come from within, not without 
or overhead: what has the effect of the 
US occupation and Hussein’s vicious 
rule been on these people? How has it 
made their lives better or worse? 

We're given no background on how 
and why, for instance, Mohammed and 
Suleiman can’t stay in school (no state 
money for schools? the authorities in 
charge of education are corrupt?). 

Early in Longley’s film, the shot of a 
whirring ceiling fan recalls the open- 
ing shot of Apocalypse Now. This laud- 
able attempt to view America’s latest 
Vietnam from the other side is evoca- 
tive, but offers a fragmented, obscur- 
ing picture of Iraq. ¥ 


Solve mysteries, even when you're not watching a mystery 


solution to my personal mystery. But Old 
Joy didn’t help me out one bit: the film is 
such a beautifully understated character 
study—and Reichardt refuses so res- ~ 
olutely to pass judgment on either Mark 
or Kurt—that | emerged from the theatre 
unsure which man’s life needed “fixing” 
more, and a little bit guilty for my some- 
what superior attitude to Ken's life. As if | 
know anything, As if I've made such a tri- 
umph of myself. 

All | knew was that | wanted to com- 
mune again with my old friend, the way 
that Will and Kurt do, lying side by side in 
their individual tubs at the idyllic Bagby 
Hot Springs. | wish there was a way Ken 
and | could do it wordlessly, the way Will | 
and Kurt do, instead of chatting nervously 
over the telephone, not sure whether the 
other guy is nodding along or silently tak- 
ing offence to everything you say. | wish 
we at least could go to a movie together 
and sit next to each other and laugh at 
the same jokes, the way we used to. w 
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JOSEF BRAUN / jose! @vueweekly.com 
oes it sound like hyperbole or 
like faint praise 
when I say that- 
South Korean director Bong 
Joon-ho's domestic box 
office record-breaker The Ms 
Host (Gwoemul) might just be the best 
monster movie I've ever seen? 

I mean it as a genuine, unreserved 
compliment, yet I’m having a hard 
time thinking of many other monster 
movies that are all that truly great. 
Maybe we need to give The Host a 
new category all its own. 

The monster wreaking havoc in 
The Host is in its way decidedly multi- 
form. There is, to be sure, the 
unnamed giant slithery amphibious 
carnivore thing leaping out of the Han 
River and clumsily galloping through 
Seoul to gobble up crazed citizens, 
but there's also the monstrous institu- 
tions, the Korean government and the 
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Christal Films 
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SCI-FI 


DIRECTED BY BONG JOON-HO 
WRITTEN BY BONG, BAEK CHUL-HYUN, 
HAWON-JUW 


STARRING SONG KANG-HO, BYEON HIE-BONG, 
PARK HAEIL BAE DUA 


bullying American military presence 
especially, that not only mishandle the 
ensuing crisis but are in fact the 
unconscious collaborative creators of 
the fearful river-thing. 

Sharing a stronger kinship with the 
likes of B-movie master Larry Cohen 
(see Q: The Winged Serpent), than with 
Steven Spielberg (see, well, Jaws, 
obviously), Bong has created a film 
that's both deliriously entertaining 
and socially pointed. Particularly with 
regards to the neglect of (if not out-. 
right disdain for) the environment and 
the exploitation of public anxieties to 
relinquish civil rights, a healthy mis- 
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trust of authority informs The Host, 
while traces of social satire can be 
found in nearly every scene. 

(The memorable scene of frantic 
public grieving for the river-thing’s first 
wave of victims might seem over- 


wrought in its blending of slapstick 
and emotional hysteria, but, for the 
record, Bong has claimed that the flail- 
ing moumers aren't as exaggerated as 
Westerners might think. Koreans, he 
explains, are “just very hot-blooded.”) 


AN EPIC LOVE STORY DESTINED 
TO BECOME A CLASSIC 


“THE NAMESAKE’ ELICITS LAUGHTER AND TEA 
_ IN ITS PROFOUND AND EMOTIONALLY 
RESONANT FAMILY PORTRAIT.” 
Claudia Puig, USA TODAY 


A GLORY ON A,HUGE COLOURFUL CANV, 
Joe Morgenstern, THE WALL STREET JOURNAL ‘ 


“A-SPELLBINDING EXPLORATION 


OF LOVE AND BELONGING.” 
Karen Durbin, ELLE 


“A MARVELOUS AND MOVING : 
“CROSS-CULTURAL FAMILY SAGA THAT IS 


ALSO FUNNY, EMPATHETIC, AND SEXY.” 
Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


THE 


NAIMESAKE 
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Look a gift Host in the mouth—but it may swallow you whole 


While the river-thing runs Tampant 
and the government utterly bungie; 
their handling of the situation, th. 
only hope for salvation ultimately jje; 
in one's family, itself an institution 
Bong and his co-writers apparent| 
hold little untainted reverence for, ), 
which finally emerges as the so|; 
source of organized strength in a time 
of helplessness. 


DOPEY, NARCOLEPTIC FOOD-KIOSK ... 


prietor Park Gang-du (Song Kang.) 

giving a tremendously satisfyin 

breathless comic performance) ma 

not be very ambitious, very focused o 
even very awake most of the time bu 
when the river-thing scoops up hi 
daughter Hyun-seo and whisks her 
away to God knows where, he. his 
father and his estranged, disgruntled 
siblings manage to put aside their dit 


" ferences and pool their resource 


toward finding Hyun-seo at all costs 

(By the time we see the entire Park 
clan on the run, crowding into a mov- 
ing van, united by the plight of their 
youngest member, The Host has thor 
oughly convinced us that it has creat- 
ed exactly the sort of oddly cohesive 
dysfunctional family that Little Miss 
Sunshine failed to convey.) 

The river-thing’s first attack, arriving 
only 13 minutes into the film, is a 
liantly staged eruption of total anarchy 
screaming, running, destruction and 
confusion are all relayed through 
dynamic camerawork that, so 14 
these days, actually makes consisten! 
sense in terms of spatial relations 
And the scene is all the more lively fo! 
its added throwaway quickie gags !'«c 
the dog who starts biting his mas 
leg as though the little pooch is simp) 
swept up in the roiling violence 

As for the river-thing itself, it gradu- 
ally comes to inhabit that bizarre pathos 
of all great movie monsters, that King 
Kong complex that imbues it with equ! 
parts terror and sadness, a freak unable 
to question its impulses, trapped 11 
world with no time or infrastructure 
allow for acts of reflection or compas 
sion. No matter how fluid its move 
ments or how lovingly textured its 
it never quite seems destined to 
over any hearts during its rampae° 
(though the creature was repor' tedly 
modeled after Steve Buscemi). 

But it does come as a sort of nea 
Biblical warning about the sorts 
evil that await a civilization that c@'= 
little for its own or its ecosyst*" 
Plus, you may never look at 5°* 
urchin the same way. ¥ 
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“ONE OF THE G 
MONSTER MOVIES 
= EVER MADE!” 


- Logan Hill, NEW YORK MAGAZINE 


‘A TERRIFIC HYBRID-GENRE FANTASY 
AND A SERIOUSLY SCARY FREAKOUT’ 


- Manohla Dargis, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


\ “THE OUT-AND-OUT SCARIEST MONSTER MOVIE 
TO COME DOWN THE PIKE SINCE ‘ALIENS. ” 


- Glenn Kenny, PREMIERE 


- | “ONALMOST EVERY LEVEL THERE'S NEVER 
BEEN A MONSTER MOVIE LIKE ‘THE HOST:” 


- Derek Elley, VARIETY 


“THE HOST IS THE MOST ORIGINAL 

EXHILARATINGLY SCARY-FUNNY 
MONSTER MOVIE IN MANY 
ASEASON’ 


- Scott Foundas, LA WEEKLY 


“THE BEST SUMMER MOVIE. 
YOU'LL SEE THIS YEAR IS COMING 


OUT SEVERAL MONTHS EARLY” 


- David Fear, BLENDER 


‘ON A PAR WITH JAWS: 


- Harry Knowles, AIN'T IT COOL NEWS 
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5 Being Bubbles dives into the ~ 
meaning of punk rock in China 


TARTS FRIDAY 


THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES * crorma: sounp 


GAVIN MEALING / gavin@vueweekly.com 
& hina’s colossal economic surge is a sub- 
ject that has rapidly become 
part of common understand- 
ing for many. Yet, even with the 
most populous country on the plan- 
et's rise in stature to economic drag- THSBK 
on, there are (perhaps thankfully) a few among 
the masses who aren't squeaky keen on being a 
part of the ballooning middle class. 

Those few nonconforming punk-rock musi- 
cians, intent on infusing some oxygen into a 
subculture in the confines of Beijing's cityscape, 
are the focus for Berlin co-writers and co-direc- 
tors Susanne Messmer and George Schmidt in 
Beijing Bubbles, which will enjoy two back- 
to-back screenings with local musician, DJ and 
music writer Eamon McGrath on hand to dis- 
cuss the genre. 

Money is the new cultural dictate for the Chi- 
nese, according to the musician Bian Yuan, a 
self-styled Jim Morrison. He slags mainstream 
society for being too interested in money and 
goods—hollow, shallow interests that don't 
mean anything to him. 

The film floats along—like Yuan's inconsis- 
tent dreams of making it big—deflating as it 
goes. Directors Messmer and Schmidt seem to 
be a little enamoured with “Chinese” and exoti- 
cize things a bit. Pan after pan of Beijing super- 
market aisles and the various goodies and 
delicacies that you can’t find in most local gro- 
cery stores are poured over with more than 
enough detail. We don’t actually get to see 
much of the music being made by these self- 
styled outcasts. 

Yet, Bubbles almost floats to the surface to 
redeem itself on one count. 


THE CHAIN-SMOKING nonconformist punk who 
refuses society's dictates of school, work and 
ubiquitous family life in pursuit of music is 
shown through several people in Bubbles. 

It’s heartening and refreshing to see China’s 
disaffected youth in a country that is often por- 
trayed as socially conservative—there is such a 
thing as universal angst. 

Conservative or not, one of the musicians in 
Bubbles offers the alibi that rock music has only 


Join the hoser-palooza, eh? 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
ometimes when you're writing, you find 
Ses wishing for the option of sound 
effects. You might be able to pen the 
sound out, but it simply will never have the 
same impact. 

If | had the option, I would give you a button 
that would play the all-Canadian hoser call, the 
beer-drinking folk song—"cooo0-loo0-coo-coo- 
coo00-ca0-co0-coo00!” 

A two-four of years after the release of Cana- 
dian cult classic Stange Brew, an anniversary 
of sorts is in order, and apparently Rick Moranis 
and Dave Thomas, Bob and Doug McKenzie, are 
going to don their old toques and parkas to cel- 
ebrate the weirdest phenomenon ever. 

Back in SCTV days, CBC had called on the 


show to include recognizably Canadian con- / 


tent. Finding the request ridiculous, Thomas and 
Moranis conceived of their beer-swilling broth- 
ers who would say, “eh?” a lot—ridiculously 
playing out Canadian stereotypes. The pair had 
no idea that their off-the-cuff response would 
resound so deeply with the country. 
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been around for 20 years in China, and that the 
mindset is still very closed to new forms of 
musical expression, That being said, the subcul- 
ture of punk is still very much overshadowed by 
karaoke. 

In a moment of contradiction, one of the sel; 
proclaimed outcast musicians gives a sincere 
performance at a karaoke lounge—enteriain 
ment that is firmly embedded in the main- 
stream. 

Despite their own battles with being included 
or excluded in the pull of Beijing’s next leap for 
ward, the musicians in Bubbles devote them 
selves with fervour to the sonic pantheon 

Bubbles tries to give an ear for the musi 
itself, from one singer’s examples of throat 
belly and nose singing to people in the park 
having open mic sing-alongs that resemble 
some sordid new form of torture. v 


“|HOSERS 


The “hoser-palooza” is in the works (hoping ° 
air later this spring with Strange Brew), and sii" 
producer Jane Welowszky says they are maki 
call out to all hosers for their Bob and Doug °° 
ries (email them to info@mejanefilms.com) 

“There are blogs, there are guys thal 
shows in their basement and put then 
YouTube, and somebody actually found |! 
Great White North set in the dumpster as @ ' n 
nician at the station where it was’shot and ' . 
cued it and it’s in his basement,” Welows2*’ 
says. “We found a super computer that was <! 

_ated for astrophysics at the University 0! Toron 
to called MéKenzie and there's nodes, eh |. ‘ 
2, eh 3, and Bob 1, Bob 2... it’s unbelievabl 

Maybe it’s not so unbelievable when you ‘ oF 
sider the fact that they were nominate? '"" 
Orders of Canada for the characters. We 2!" 

ans sure are a strange brew. 
Co0000-lo0-co0-c00-Cco00-C00-C00-C00% 
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[blank] happened. 
lope for a couple 
or—at the most 


ugh, you just get 
If talk about it. 
(ch, unfortunately, 


fired from a Woody 

and how he called 
eed, she’s sprouted a 
a play, then a book 


i r Own experience with 
termination, she begins to tune into 
similar stories of others being down- 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
on’t listen to Jackie Brown, 
Dens Ocean or 


Thomas Crown; ¢y 


crime doesn’t pay, nor is it 

an excuse for sexy camera- 
work. It’s a game for fools THSIS OK 

with bruised souls who don’t under- 
to tum back either, because the truth 
will always be waiting. 2 

Scott Frank writes and directs 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt (the androgy- 
nous teen alien from TV rerun syndi- 
cate Third Rock from the Sun) in The 
Lookout, a male bank heist weepie 
that counteracts our misguided 
instinctive flair for guns and green 
paper. Somehow it stays afloat, while 
staying remarkably unambiguous 
about its lesson. 

Gordon-Levitt is Chris Pratt, once 
an aspiring hockey player who, after a 
MADD-style demonstration car acci- 
dent, must trudge his way through life 
with a serious brain injury that stalls 
his ability to count money and find 
| the can opener. Between visiting the 
site of the accident and-hanging out 
with his seemingly clairvoyant blind 
roommate (Jeff Daniels), he spends 
his nights cleaning a rural bank. 

One night, a couple of bad dudes 
and sexy girls befriend Chris, only to 
reveal their interest in involving him 
in a late-night robbery of his work- 
place; he agrees, merely because the 
world appears like a wasteland of lost 
hopes and neon crucifixes. 

The Lookout is to juvenile open- 
©ustody movie nights as Bob Carlisle's 
“Butterfly Kisses” is to father-daughter 
dances at summer weddings in Alber- 
‘a; it's that easy to imagine the 
Screenwriter's earnest pitch. But that’s 
Not to say that cinematic violence 


PITY DOC 


stand that life is a journey over which” 
we have no control. It’s never too late’ 


FAL MAR 30 SUNAPR (TPM, 
SH AKA 
FIRED! 


DIRECTED BY CHRIS BRADLEY, KYLE LABRACHE 
WRITTEN BY ANNABELLE GURWITCH 
STARRING ANDY DICK ANDY BOROWITZ, 

BEN STEIN, SARAH SILVERMAN 

METRO CINEMA, $10 


sized, outsourced and replaced. And 
there is some genuinely funny stuff 
unearthed. If you’ve ever worked in 
retail, for instance, you'll find standup 
comic Paul F Tompkins’s monologue 
about how he started stealing (which 
led to the firing) very, very funny. 

But, honestly, a lot of the film is 
about her—I don’t know how many 
times I heard about how Allen called 
her retarded when he was firing her. 
The tidbit lurks and appears in more 
serious interviews and investigations 
with regular folks who have been or 
are seriously worried about being let 
go from their jobs. 2 


ttt | (PENS FAL, MAR 30 

=| THE LOOKOUT 

— WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY SCOTT FRANK 
STARRING JOSPEH GORDON-LEVITT, 
JEFF DANIELS, ISLA FISHER 


isn’t put to entertaining use; it’s just 
few and far between, while character 
and redemptive storytelling fills the 
remainder. 


MY FONDEST MEMORY of Gordon- 


Levitt is his early 1990's stint on 
Roseanne as DJ's boring school chum, 
George; he slumps around the Connor 
household with an adorable hung-dog 
look that speaks for his cryptic, well- 
conceived interior. More recently, he’s 


* put these skills to use as an underdog 


extraordinaire, portraying quiet thugs 
and misfits in Manic, Brick and Myste- 
rious Skin. 

As Chris, he plays the variation on a 
common theme like a second skin. He 
coasts toward each subtle outburst 
with an intentional dullness that chan- 


IN A CAREER-fOUNSELLING workshop, 
she tells her story, acting as if this is 
some sort of cathartic moment for 
her. However, not only has the audi- 
ence already heard it at least 10 times 
(and I'm sure that degree of repetition 
breaks some comedy law); but also 
the whole scenario plays out like Gur- 
witch is slumming. I mean, she’s in 
show business—like they say, there’s 
no biz like it, and that means that get- 
ting let go is par for the course. Sure, 
if you're an Allen adorer, getting fired 


Lookout finds importance of being 
earnest in crime-doesn’t-pay drama 


nels Sal Mineo; for me, that’s a treat. 

Meanwhile the supporting charac- 
ters are hit-and-miss, and it’s really 
your call. Daniels is a little smug in 
his uncanny ability to appear blind, 
but provides a unique hostage in the 
suspenseful climax. Matthew Goode 
as the gang leader is at times both 
menacing and arrogant, while his 
accomplice Bone (Greg Dunham) 
might have you guessing what the 
guy from Rush is up to these days. But 
make sure you arrive early, otherwise 
you might miss the smouldering Carla 
Gugino as Chris's cas€ worker, in 
what's either a cameo or just a really 
small role. 

The Lookout is definitely on the 
upside of being ok; I'm just too proud 
to be fanatic about something so 
moralistic. But with the current fore- 
cast for cinematic violence being so 
goddamn excessive as it appears in 
the trailer for Grindhouse, a modest 
dose of fingerwagging is certainly 
welcome. ¥ 


FILM 


by him has to be some sort of devas- 
tating, but it’s nothing like working in 
an auto plant—not because you love 
it, but because you have a family to 
support and there’s no other viable 
work around—and getting that pink 
slip with your paycheque 

In light of my over-reaching com- 
plaint about Gurwitch’s complaining, 
you might think that when she reach 
es out to the broader public for their 


A) 
HEALD 


own tales of canned-dom, that Fired’ 
might open up. And some critics like 
this aspect of the film. | found the 
whole affair schizophrenic—the gap 
between the celebrity fire-ees and 
those regular folk never got bridged 
and what you end up with is at least 
three separate and competing film 
ideas: pity party, celebrity slumming 
and a polemic on the state of the reg- 
ular worker in America. It’s like Gur- 
witch and directors Chris Bradley and 
Kyle LaBrache didn’t have enough 
good footage, so they patched it 
together from what they had. 

I also can’t quite let go of the feel- 
ing that Fired! is playing out like some 
bad breakup fantasy: the next I see 
him/her, I am going to look hot, be 
uber successful, and I'll show them 
what he/she could have had! 

| seriously hope that Woody Allen 
doesn’t see this film, or we might get 
another kvetcher from him. w 
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THE LIVES 
OF OTHERS 


MONGFeL — WWWLSSNTCLASEICS.COM 
eons ONT RCIURES 


SHARKWATER 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:30 PM 


NIGHTLY 6:50 AND 9:20 PM 
SAV & SUN MATINEE 2-00 PM 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


“This one demands to be seen... 
mesmeri with its insight and, rarer still, 
-KENNETH TURAN, LA TIMES 


“One of the best films of 2006.” 
ELLA TAYLOR, LA WEEKLY 


its beauty.” 


“Stunningly beautful!” 
“MICHAEL MOORE 


0 film by James Longley 


IN FRAGMENTS. 
FRIDAY ow SUNDAY x 7:00PM ~ SATURDAY wo MONDAY x $:00PM 


“GETTING FIRED BY 
WOODY ALLEN WAS 
JUST THE BEGINNING. 


A film by 
Annabelle Gurwitch 


FID SUNDAY 00° SATURDAY wo MONDAY x 7:00PM 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates with the support of 
Ea Canada Council 
<=> 


for the Arts 


Conseil des Arts 
du Canada 
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34 WWEWEEKLY 


MARCH 29 - APRIL 4, 2007 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
ased on the novel Point of 
Impact by Washing- 


ton Post film critic ¢y 


Stephen Hunter, Shooter 

quickly whisks us from a 

hostile Ethiopian country- THS'S 0K 
side, where military sniper Bob Lee 
Swagger (Mark Wahlberg) is left for 
dead, to some lonesome American 
mountain range three years later, 
where Swagger, now with beard, 
ponytail and only a beer-drinking dog 
for company, has retreated into bitter 
isolation with a little garden and 
many, many big guns. 

Swagger is soon visited by some 
grave-looking G-men, fronted by 
one Colonel Isaac Johnson (a partic- 
ularly gravelly-voiced Danny 
Glover), who appeal to Swagger's 
damaged patriotism in order to 
exploit his rarified sharpshooting 
expertise in the prevention of a 
presidential assassination. 

Once Swagger has come down 
from the mountain and become fully 
involved in the operation, it’s too late 
for him to prevent what at least half 
of the audience has already figured 
out: an assassination will be carried 
out, aided rather than thwarted by 
Swagger's observations, and Swagger 
is set to be the patsy. 

Someone call Oliver Stone and Don 
DeLillo! That Southern-tinged three- 
part name isn’t the first overt parallel 
between Bob Lee Swagger and Lee 
Harvey Oswald and won't be the last 


GARNEAU 
th 


THE WIND THAT 
SHAKES THE BARLEY 


THE WIND THAT SHAKES THE BARLEY 


NIGHTLY 6:50 AND 9:10 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 


AATED 148 VIOLENCE, COARSE LANGUAGE 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


by a long shot. Of course, scrawny lit- 
tle Oswald didn’t survive his ostensi- 
ble target by more than two days, 
cementing his role as historical enig- 
ma as he was swallowed into the 
conspiracy of the century. 

But since a full-throttle explosion 
movie like Shooter won't stand for 
such anti-climactic tragedy, Swagger 
not only eludes the authorities, not 
only takes his revenge, but also brings 
the real culprits to some stray form of 
private justice, with no number of 
wildly inconsistent plot holes or risible 
improbabilities to stand in his way. 


IT SAYS SOMETHING about director 


Antoine Fuqua (Training Day) that 
Shooter doesn’t play out nearly as 
blandly as the synopsis makes it 
sound. Fuqua is talented at handling 
action, especially in short, sharp, 
invigorating bursts. Pleasingly, he 
doesn’t seem to take the script’s 
boundless appetite for having thin 
characters spout cornball, post-9/11- 
headline dialogue too seriously. 

Yet while the body count’s through 
the roof, Fuqua doesn’t entirely shrug 
off the deeper emotional impact of 
rampant death like so many anony- 
mous action directors do: his violence 
is surprisingly unnerving, even though 


PRINCESS Marky Mark’saves banal Shooter 


NOW PLAYING 


SHOOTER 
DIRECTED Y ANTOINEFUQUA 
WRITTEN BY JONATHANLEMKN 
STARRING MARK WAHLBERG, MICHAEL Pl 
DANNY GLOVER, KATE MARA 


it never sticks long enough to slow 
the film’s relentless propulsion 

Above all, if there’s any single eic 
ment that elevates Shooter abov: 
generic Schwarzenegger hokum, it’s 
the casting of Wahlberg in what 
would normally be a role for body- 
builders, wrestlers and other assorted 
hulking morons. 

With all due respect to his actin 
abilities, 1 don’t think Wahlberg woul’ 
ever really pass as a clean-cut real 
estate agent type: despite the super- 
hero physique, he’s a natural outsider 
and thus a perfect fit for the reclusive 
Swagger, a utterly closed guy whi 
chooses to live like the Unabombe! 

In Wahlberg’s view, Swagger's the 
hero in what's almost a Hitchcockian 
Wrong Man film, the antihero '" 
what's almost a clean-up-the-tow"! 
Western, and Wahlberg throws him 
self into the proceedings with all hes 
got, which is far more substantia! 
than the actual material itself. v 


- FAVA IS A NOT-FOR- 
P: 780.429.1671 
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SUBTERRANEAN EDMONTON MEDIA ARTS FESTIVAL 


APRIL 12-14TH 


DANIEL BARROW, IAN BIRSE AND LAURA KAVANAUGH, JFRY CRAIG, 
FILMS FROM MEDIA CO-OPS ACROSS CANADA 


EDMONTON'S UNDERGROUND MEDIA FESTIVAL including THE STEM CELL. FILM FESTIVAL, 
ARTIST TALKS, INSTALLATIONS, LIVE PERFORMANCES, AND METRO TV'S THIRD EPISODE 


PROFIT, ARTIST RUN RESOURCE CENTRE FOR INDEPENDENT MEDIA ARTISTS. 


W: WWW.FAVA.CA 


E: INFO@FAVA.CA 
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M LIST 


FRI, MAR 30-THU, APR 5, 2007 


All showtimes are subject to change at 
any time. Please contact theatre for 
confirmation. 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


8094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


300 (18A, gory scenes) Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sun- 
Wed 8:00 


emonition) a dream 
om OPENS WED, APRS 


D irs George Lindt 
sm oon the punk 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
suitable for young children) Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; 
‘Sun-Thu 8:00 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 
Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5451_ 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLE (G) Sat-Sun 11,05; 
Dally 1:05, 3:10, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45; Fri-Sat late show 
12:05; Kids Kabin Fever: 1:05 


LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (184. gory soenes) 
‘Sat-Sun 10:55; Daily 1:40, 4:10, 7:00, 9.35; Fri-Sat 
late show 1200 


‘THE QUEEN (PG} Sat-Sun 11:30; Dally 1:50, 4:20, 
7.20, 10:00; Fri-Sat lata show 12:15 


ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Sat-Sun 11:40; Daily 
2:00, 4:30, 7:45, 9:55; Fri-Sat late show 12°40 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Sat-Sun 11:20; Dally 1:45, 4:25, 
7,05, 9:30; Fri-Sat late show 11:45 


Burt Lancaster, Jean 
irley Jones star in 
ad classic about a 


‘CASINO ROYALE (i4A, vilence) Daily 1:00, 3:55, 
7:35; Fri-Sal late show 11:15 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, Violence, disturbing con- 
tent) Daily 1:15, 4:05, 7:50; Fri-Sat late show 11:25 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Sal-Sun 
11:10; Daily 1:35, 4:15, 6:55, 9:25; Fri-Sat late 
show 11:50 


HAPPY FEET (G) Sat-Sun 11:15; Dally 1-00, 4:45, 
7:15, 9:40; Fri-Sat late show 19:55. 


medic documentary on job 


Read Carolyn Nikodym’s review on 
ge 33. ZEIDLER HALL, THE CITADEL: FA, MAR 30 & 
APR L(G PM) AND SAT, MAR 31 & MON, APR 2.(7 PM) 


PREHOUSE DOG Rexxx/Dewey the Dog 

ms up with Josh Hutcherson (Bridge to 
Terabithia) to bring a fire station back to 
Ife 1 in director Todd Holland's (Malcolm in 

e Middle) action comedy. OPENS WED, APR 4 

E HOST (GWOEMUL) A mutant crea- 
ure from Seoul's Han river attacks people 
in director Joon-ho Bong's (Namgeuk-/igi 
ka Antarctic Journal) latest cross-genre 
offering. Read Josef Braun's review on 
age 30. 


RAGIN FRAGMENTS tragis tell their sto- 
jes of the occupation and racial tension 
in director James Longley's (Saris 
Mother) war documentary. Read Brian 
sibson's review on page 29. 


THE LOOKOUT Joseph Gordon-Levitt 
(Roseanne) and Jeff Daniels (/nfamous) 
ar in director Scott Frank's (Interpreter) 
me drama. Read Jonathan Busch’s 
eview on page 33. 


WET THE ROBINSONS Angela Bassett 
Akeelah and the Bee) and Daniel Hansen 
ER stay as the voices in director Stephen 
J Anderson's (Journey Beneath the Sea) 
‘adventure. 


EPIC MOVIE (144) Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 1.20, 3:20, 
5:15, 7:40, 10;05; Fri-Sat late show 12:20 


(CHARLOTTES WEB (() Sat-Sun 11:00; Daily 1:10, 
9:15, 5:20, 7:25, 9:35; Fri-Sat late show 11:40 


ERAGON (PG, violence nol recommended for 
young children) Sat-Sun 11:35; Daily 1:55, 4:35, 
7:10, 9:50; Fri-Sat late show 12:05. 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 
THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (18A, gory 


scenes) Sat-Sun 10:55; Dally 1:39, 4:30, 7:05, 9:25; 
Fri-Sat late show 11:40 


THE QUEEN (PG) Sat-Sun 11:35; Dally 155, 4:25, 
&50, 9:20; Fri-Sat tte show 11:30 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLE (G) Sat-Sun 11:30; 
Dally 2:05, 4:55, 7:00, 9915; Fri-Sat late ehow 11:25; 
Kids Kabin Fever: 2:05 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM [PG, not recommended 
for young chidren) Sat-Sun 11:20; Dally 1:45, 4:40, 
7:16, 9:45; Fri-Sat late show 12:00. 


CASINO ROYALE (144, violence) Daily 1:40, 4:45, 
7:45, 10:45 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14, violence, disturbing con- 
tent) Daily 1:25, 4:35, 7:40, 10:40 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Sat-Sun 
11:05; Dally 1:50, 4:20, 7:20, 9°55; Fri-Sat late show 
12:05 


HAPPY FEET (G) Sat-Sun 11:15; Datty 1 90, 4:30, 
7:05, 9:25; Fri-Sat late srow 11:40 


EPIC MOVIE (14A) Sat-Sun 11:40; Dally 2:10, 5:00, 
7:35, 10:00; Fri-Sat late show 12:15 


ERAGON (PG, violence not recommended for 
young chikiren) Sat-Sun 11:25; Dally 2:00, 450, 
7:10, 9:40; Fri-Sat late show 12:00 


STOMP THE YARD (PG, coarse language) Sat- 
Sun 11:10; Daily 1:35, 4:45, 7:25, 9:50; Fri-Sat 
late show 12:10 


(CHARLOTTES WEB (G) Sat-Sun 11:09; Daly 1:0. 
7.20, 9:35; Fri-Sat late show 11;35. 


1020-102 Ave 421-7020 
THE NAMESAKE (PG) Daily 1:00, 9:50, 700, 9:50 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not rec 
emmended for young children) Ostly 1:10, 3:30, 
7:10, 930 

REIGN OVER ME (144, mature theme, coarse len- 
guage) Daly 12:50, 3:40, 6:50, 9:40 


300 (18A, gory scenes) Daily 12:40, 3:20, 6:40, 920 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES 2 (164. brutal violence, 
gory scenes) Fri Wed 1:50, 4:20, 7:30, 10:00; 
Thu 9:15 

THE LOOKOUT (144, coarse language) Daily 
4:40, 4:15, 7:20. 9:55 

AMAZING GRACE (PG) Fri Sun-Wed 120. 
4:00, 6:35, 9:15; Sat 1:30, 4:09, 9:55; Thu 1:30, 
4:00, 6:35 


SHOOTER (184) Daily 1:20, 4:10, 7:15, 10:00 


SS) oe eee 


THE HOST (1.4A, frightening scenes, viclancs) etn 
Ned) Dety 12:90, 3:10, 6:30, 9:10 


THE HOAX (14. coarse language, sneak preview) 
Sat 7:00 


THE REAPING (14A, frightening scenes) Thu 1:50, 
4:20, 7:90, 10:00 


AREVIEW 
4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 
THE LAST MIMZY (PG, may frighten young chi. 


(Gren) Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:20, 6:30, 9:00; Mon-Wed 
3.20, 6:30, 9.00; Thu 3:20, 6:30 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (TOON MAT) 
NEE) (G) Fri 1:20, 4:10 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES 2 (18/, brutal Violence, 
(Qory Scares} Fri 7:40, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 
7:40, 10:00, Mon-Wed 4:10, 7:40, 10:00; Thu 9:00 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (TOONIE MATINEE) 
(PG, not recornmendied for young chucirer) Fri 150, 
430 


DEAD SILENCE (144, frightening scenes) Fi 6:45, 
8:10; Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:30, 6:45, 9:10; Mon-Tue 4:30, 
6:45, 9:10 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom, 
mended for young chiidren) Fri-Sun 1.40, 4:20, 7:15. 
9:55, Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:15, 9:55. 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (TOONIE MATINEE) (G) Fri 
2:00, 4:35. 


PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) Fri 7:30, 
10:00; Sat-Sun 2:00, 4;35, 7:30, 10:00; Man: 
Tue 4:35, 7:30, 10:00 


SHOOTER (184) Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:40, 9:40; 
Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:40, 9:40 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not reo 
‘ommended for young chiidren) Fri-Sun 1:30, 3:50, 
7:20, 9:35; Mon-Thu 3:50, 7:20, 9:35 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Fri-Sun 1:00, 3:30, 
7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 3:30, 7:00, 9:30 


TMNT (PG) Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:80, 4:40, 7:10, %20; 
Mon-Thu 3:10, 7:10, 9:20 


300 (18, gory soanes) Fri-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 6:50, 
9:50; Mon-Thu 3:40, 6:50, 9:50 


FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) Wed-The 4:16, 6:45, 9:10 


ARE WE DONE YET? (G) Wed-Thu 4:35, 7:0, 
10,00 


THE REAPING (14A, frightening sosnes) Thu 4:10, 
7:40, 10:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG. cnude content, not rec 
‘ommended for young children, no passes) Fri-Sun 
12/80, 3:20, 6:45, 9:15; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:15 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G, no passes) Fri-Sun 
1:30, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9.45 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES 2 (184, bruit violence, 
gary scenes) Fri-Sat 12:25, 335, 7:00, 9:35; Sun 
12:35, 7:00, 9:35; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:35 


TMNT (PG) Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:40, 6:30, 9:20; Mon: 
The 6:30, 9:20 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG, may frighten young chet 
dren) Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 6:35, 925; Mon: Thu 6:35, 
925 


PREMONITION (PG, trightening Scenes, not ree 
‘ommended for young chikiren) Fri-Sat 1:10, 4:10, 
7:05, 9:40: Sun 1:10, 4:10, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:05, 
940 

300 (1A, GORY SCENES) Fri-Sun 12:45, 3:45, 
7:25, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:25, 10:00 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 
mended for young children) Fri-Sun 12:50, 3:50, 
7280, 9:50, Mon-Thu 7:20, 3:50 


SHOOTER (184) Fri-Sun 12:55, 3:55, 8:50, 9:50 
Man-Tha 6:50, 9:90. 


REIGN OVER ME (144, mature there, coarse ler 
quiage) Fri-Sun 1:05, 4:05, 6:55, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
6:55, 9:55 

WWE: BACKLASH (Cisssficattion not avaliable) 
Advance tickets available Fr- Tha 


WWE: WRESTLEMANIA 23 (Cissaificalion not 
avaliable) Sun 5:00 


P GARNEAU 
8712-109 St, 433-0728 


‘THE WIND THAT SHAKES THE BARLEY (14, 
\olence, coarse language) Dally 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 
200 


GATEWAY 8 
2950 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 


I THINK | LOVE MY WIFE (14, coarse secual 
Fa Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1.50, 
4:10, 7:15, 9:45 


FILM 


& 


THE LOOKOUT (144, coarse language} Fri Mon- 
Thu 7:25, 9:50, Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:15. 7:25, 9:50 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Fri Mon-Wed 7:10, 9°35; 
Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:50, 7:10, 9235; Thu &55, 930 


GHOST RIDER (144) Fri Mon-Wed 6:55, 9:30. Sat. 
Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:55, 9:90; Thu 9:20 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Fri Mon-Thu 6:35, 
9:25; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:05, 6:35, 9:25 


NAMASTEY LONDON (STU, subititied) Fri Mon-Thu: 
620, 8:45; Sat-Sun 390, 830, 8:45 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fi Mon-Thu 645; Sat-Sun 1:20, 
345, 645 


THE NUMBER 23 (144, violence, gory scenes) Fri 
Wed 9:20 


BREAKING AND ENTERING (1 4A. sexuel content) 
Fri Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3235, 7:00, 
9-40 


THE REAPING (144, frightoring scenes) Thu 7-10: 
$35 


GRANDIN T| E 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St Albert, 458-9822 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG, ray frighten young ctw. 
dren) Daily 1:10, 3:15, 


5, 7:05 
300 (18A, gory scenes) Dally 9:00 
WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 


menéed lor young chidren) Osly 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 
7:00, 9:15 


BLADES OF GLORY (144. crude content. not rec 
‘ommended for young children) Daly 1:30, 9:25, 


1 7:25, 0:25 


TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG) Datly 
1;5, 3:40, 5:20, 7:20, 9:10 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Daly 1:15, 2:20, 
5:30, 7.30, 920 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
300 (14A, gory scenes) Daily 9:30 


TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG) Daly 
7:10; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:10 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not recom 


mended for young childiren) Daly 7:00, 9:10; Sat: 
Sun 1:05, 390 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content. not sult 
able for young chitdren) Daly 6:55, 9:15; Sat-Sun 
12:55, 3:15 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Daty 7:00, 9:10; Sat 
Sun 1:00, 326 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 
BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content. not ree 
ommendad for young children) Daly 7:05, 9:15; Sat 
Sun Tue Thu 205 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Daily 7:00, 9:00 Sat 
Sun, Tus, Thu 200 


WILD HOGS (PG, cosrsa langage, not recorn 
mended for young ctikiren) Daily 6:55 9.06; Sat 
Sun, Tue, Thu 1:55 ¥ 


TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (1°) Doty 
7:10; Sat-Sun, Tua, Thu 2:10 


300 (184, gory scenes} Desly 9:20 


SHOOTER (184) Datly 6:50 9:10; Sat-Sun, Tue, Thu 
150 


MAGIC LANTERN-SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove. 
972-2332 
MEET THE ROBINSON'S (G) Dally 7:00, 9:00; Sat 

Sun 1:00, 3300 


Ps METROCINEMA | 


9628-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-9212 


IRAQ IN FRAGMENTS (S1C) Fri Sun 7100; Mon 
‘Sat 9:00 


FIRED! (STC) Fit Sun 9:00; Sat Men 700 


P NEW WEST MALLS | 
982-170 St, 444-1829 


EPIC MOVIE (14A) Fri $:10, 7-40, 9:50; Sat-Sun 
4:20, 3:16, 6:10, 7:40, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:40, 950 


THE MESSENGERS (144, rightening scores) Ft 
4:45, 7.20, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:45, 4:45, 7:20, 8:20) 
Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:20 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recon rrerdeo 
for young chidren) Fri 4:35, 7:10, 9:50; Sat-Sun 
7:20, 4:35, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:10, 250 


BLOOD DIAMOND [14A, vicince, disturbing 097 
tent) Fl Mon-Thu 6:90, 9:90; Sat-Sun 1230, 3:30, 
630, 9:30 


ERAGON PG, viclenoe, not recomrnended tor 
young children) Ffi 4:40, 7:90, 0:40: Sat-Sun 12:45, 
4:40, 730, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:40 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri 4:50, 7:15, 2.95; Sat-Sun 
4:15, 4:30, 7:15, 9735; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:35 
STOMP THE YARD (PG, coarse language) Fri-Thu 
50, 9:15 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB ((G) Fri 4.55, 
Sun 1235, 2 
910 


7:00, 910; Sat 
4:55, 7.00,.9:10; Mon-Thu 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Fri 4:50, Set 
12:50, 2:50, 4:50 


| NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS | 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2223 
BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not rec 


‘ommended for young chien, no pass 
Wed: Thy 12:40, 1:50, 3:00, 4:10, 5 
920, 10:15; Tue 1:50, 2:00, 4:1¢ 


) Fri-Mon 


), 6:50, 7:50, 
5:20, 650, 7:50, 
9.20, 10:15 Sars and 


Stroliers Screening: Tus 1:0 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G, no passes} Fri-Thu 


12:00, 2:15, 4:40, 7:00, 9:40 


THE LOOKOUT (14A, coarse language) Fri-Thu 
1:20, 3:50, 7:10, 9:45 


TMNT &F 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES 2 (184, brutal violere 
(ry Scenes) Fri-Thu 2:00, 5:00, 8:10, 10:40 
SHOOTER (184) Fr-Thu 


0, 10:25 


REIGN OVER ME (144. mature 
guage) Frt-Thu 12:50, 240, 6:3 


yeme, COsrsa lan 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG. may frhyhten young ch 


dren) Fet-Mon 12:06, 2:20, 4°90, 5:45; Tue 4:20, 


45 Star & Strofiers S 


reening: Tue 1:00 


PREMONITION (PG. frightening seanes, not rec 
smnmended for young chvloren) Fri-The 1:00, 3:39, 
40, 2:10 

DEAD SILENCE (1.44, frighterwng soenes) Fri-Sat 
Mon 1:40, 5:15, 8:00, 10:20; Sun 1.40, 8:00, 10:20: 
Tus 1:40, 10:20 

300 (18A. gory scenes Fii-Thu 1:30, 

1030 

WILD HOGS (PG. conrne language, nor rence 
mended for young chidren) Fi:Thu 12:10, 220, 
4:50, 120, 9:50 

ZODIAC (144. cients) Fri-Tua 8:00 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, Ieiy Inghtan young. 
children) Fri-Sat Mon-Wed 12:20, 2:40, 
10:00; Sun 1 0, 10, 10:00 


5:10, 7:35 


WWE BACKLASH ( 
Advanes tickets avilable Fri<Thu 


Jassification not avaiable) 


WWE: WRESTLEMANIA 23 (assifcation rot 
evaletie) Sun 5:00 


FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) Wed- Thy 1:40, 4:15, 
2:55 


ARE WE DONE YET? (G) Wed Thu 12:05, 220, 
4:20, 645, 9:00 


THE REAPING (14A, Mightening 
2:40, 5:10, 725, 10:00 


1037-82 Ave, 433-0728 


SHARKWATER (PG, disturbing content) Daly 7:0% 
9:00; Sat-Sun 2:30 


genes) Thu 12-20, 


THE LIVES OF OTHERS (14A) Day 6:50, 9:20; 
Sat-Sun 200 


| _SIVERCITY WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
BLADES OF GLORY (PG, cus « 


ommended for young children) FIWC 
Digtal) Daly 12:45, 00, 6:2 


ntent, ot rex 
10 passne 


7:50, 10:20 


900 (18A, gory scenes, Digital) Daily 1:30, 4:30, 
00, 10:45 

TMNT (PG, Data Dady 1220, 2:40, 5:00, 7:26 
40 

MEET THE ROBINSONS (G. no pa 
Fri-Tue Thu 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 9: Wad 1,00, 4:2 
7:16, 9:50 

900; THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (184, gery scenes 
(Digtal, MAX Dally 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:4 


SHOOTER (184 Digs) Only 12:50, 240, 7:15 
1015 


PREMONITION (PG. Mrightering 
oremended for young chicrer 
4:10, 6:45, 9:10 


gory scenes, Digital) Dally 1:50, 4:5 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse tanguage, not recom 
mended for young chidren, Digital 15, 
#10, 710, 1000 


REIGN OVER ME (144, matire heme, coarse Err 
quage, Digits) Fr-Tus Thu 1:10, 3:50, 6:45, 12:05 
Wed 1:00, 3:50, 6:45, 10:05 
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THE NUMBER 23 (14/ 
Digital) Fri-Sat Mon-Tuz 
12:10, 9:30; Wed 12:10, 
930 


vilence, gory scenes 


DEAD SILENCE ('4 


0 
WWE: WRESTLE MANIA (CGisss eve 
athe 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St. 436-8585 
BLADES OF GLORY (P 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G zs i 


THE HOST ( 


tied) Fri-Thus 2:00; 


8:00, 1¢ 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES 2 (184. brut 
MNT (PG) Fri-Thu 12:20, 2:40, 4:5 


SHOOTER (184) Fri-Thu 1, 7.50; 10:30 


AMAZING GRACE (PG) Fr-Th 


REIGN OVER ME (14/, mature ther 


3092) Fri Thu 12:45, 3:40, 6:50, 25 


SHARKWATER (PG. disturbing content) F-T! 


250, 645,210 
THE LAST MIMZY (PG. may 
fon Wed-Thu 1:40. 4:00. 
PREMONITION (PS, (nghiening scenes, r 
mented for hadren) Fr-Wed 1 
maeal 9, 4:20, 1041 
DEAD SILENCE 


Te 12:00. 10, 7-50, 1 


WILD HOGS (FG, cx 
Tended for your 


9:45 


ZODIAC (144 


8:90; Wed 12:50, 9.20 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA 


efiicren) Fri-Sat Mor 


B40; Sun 12:10, 250, 5:0 


WWE: BACKLASH 


Advenca tickets avail 


THE HOAX (144 


Sat 7.00 


WWE: WRESTLEMANIA 23 (Cis: 


avatatie) Sun 6:00 


FIREMOUSE DOG (PG) 
o08 


ARE WE DONE YET? (G) Wed: Thu 12:00, 29, 


£10, 7:50, 10:20 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE | 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8725 
BLADES OF GLORY (PG ¢ t, not rex 
Sat-Sun 1:0, 4.00, 855, 9.) eal 


300 (1.8A, gory Soanes) Fit 


Sun 1:00, 340, 6:45, 92 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (TOONE NA 


or young chicren) 


7:10, 218 


10, $46: MorsThu 7:10, 2:5 


FEN yO 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG, ray © 


300 (114A, gory scenes} Daily 2:30 


TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (°S 


710, Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:10 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content. not Sut 
se for young chien) Daily 6:55, 15; Sat-Sun 
1255, 315 

MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Daly 700 210 St 
Sun 1:00, 325 
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Sandler and Cheadle Reign Over 
strong cast and touching story 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
he difference between an 
Adam Sandler 


movie nominated N7 


for an MTV award and one 

that is nominated fora 

Golden Globe is a good hed 
script and a strong supporting cast. 
Since Punch-Drunk Love, Sandler has 
proven he can do the same thing he 
always does and invoke pathos. 

In Reign Over Me, Sandler plays 
Charlie Fineman, once a successful 
dentist with a beautiful family who lost 
everything on Sep 11, 2001. His wife 
and daughters were on one of the 
hijacked planes. But he's not grieving. 
Instead, he’s wandering New York on 
his motorized scooter, blocking out the 
terror-alert level with his iPod. He’s 
filled the empty space his family left at 
home with toys and eBay collectibles. 
He pretends he’s someone else, and it 
works. But if his life is shifted just one 
degree, he will implode. 

Don Cheadle plays Alan Johnson, 
Charlie's old college roommate. 
Johnson has the life Fineman had 
before that fateful day, yet he’s still 
unhappy. He has-no friends but his 
wife Janeane (Jada Pinkett Smith), 
and her idea of a fun night is aSsem- 
bling a 1000-piece puzzle. When he 
runs into Fineman, he’s happy to 
have an old friend back, but quickly 
learns that Fineman is far gone. 


=< | HOW PLAYING 


= | RAGN OVER ME 

cee | WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY MIKE BINDER 

| STARING ADAM SANDLER, ON CHEADLE, 
JADA PINETT SMITH 


Deluded, paranoid and tempera- 
mental—Fineman has regressed 30 
years, and all because he won't com- 
municate. While Johnson sees his 
friend as the one with issues, he does- 
n't realize that his own unhappiness 
stems from a lack of communication. 


In order to open up Fineman, he has 
to open himself up. But the question 
is, is Charlie Fineman ready to talk? 


DIRECTOR MIKE BINDER doesn’t take a 


break from acting to make this 
labour of love. The role he wrote for 
himself, the slick and sheisty busi- 
ness manager Bryan Sugarman, is 
just as strong as the other charac- 
ters. He abridges his tasks with sim- 


ple wide shots and utilizes p, 
cross-fades and blurs to move ;) 
story. When he cuts to a m, th 
deserved close-up, the actors glow 

Don Cheadle is great as always 
we should never expect anything jc le 
from him. The supporting actors— 
Tyler, Jada Pinkett Smith and Saji;o,, 
Burrows—deliver some of their fines; 
work, and all exhibit some s5;; of 
transformation. Even Donald Suther- 
land, in his short cameo as a judge, js 
changed by Sandler’s character But 
is Sandler who is the centrepiece 

It's amazing how heart-stealins he 
can be when he’s not so aware of }; 
anger problems and psychosis. 4... 
as quirky, adorable and hot-headed ; 
he was in Billy Madison, but by simp) 
having the surrounding characte; 
acknowledge his idiosyncrasj\. 
instead and react with humility ; 
comes out as genuine. 

Reign Over Me is the first post-9/| 
film with such an affected and » 
sonal perspective. At first, it j 
cautious. Sep 11 is blocked out with 
codewords acting like Fin 
headphones. As he takes his of, we 
are forced to confront the elepha: 
the theatre. 

It knows when to stop telling the 
story. It doesn’t wrap up with a sa 
charine ending but it is a story 
baby steps and teaching a man | 
walk again. w 


: 
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AY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
ony Dekker is a man who 
keeps his promises. The soft- 
spoken, wild-eyed, angel- 
joiced songwriter gave a riveting solo 
performance to a reverential crowd 
nder his Great Lake Swimmers 
musical moniker late in 2005 at the 
old Sidetrack Café, back before the 
once mighty venue had begun its sad 
Slide into condo fodder. 
it was an evening of gorgeous 
songeraft and warm banter, marred 
only by an icky couple that went from 
sweetly slow dancing to stupidly paw- 
ng at each other's bottoms in the 
middle of Dekker’s preposterously 
beautiful quasi-balladry. 
Yet the most searing memory of 
Dekker’s previous Edmonton gig was- 
‘t the misplaced affection (or hands) 
of young lovers, but his appreciative 
guint into the receptive darkness of 
the room as he declared his intent to 
r someday, full band in tow, for 
our further listening pleasure. 
“Is still quiet and stripped down,” 
Nekker points out when applauded 
for making good on his vow in the 
ake of the release of his third full- 
length, Ongiara. "We're not going to 
fock out. It’s mellow stuff—banjo, gui- 
. Upright bass, drums.” 
d Oh, and that voice. Usually accom- 
mied by the musical equivalent of 
‘ipping out Dekker’s heartstrings and 
gging them to some sort of slow, 
20tsy calliope, his impossibly pure 
dice is all crystalline grit, like yester- 
5 coalmining Welshmen singing 
| of heaven into the bowels of hell. 
Talking to Dekker is as delicate as 


ade into the aural landscapes of 
ony Dekker’s Great Lake Swimmers 


tte | THU MAR 29(8 PM) 


GREAT LAKE SWIMMERS 
WT AY SEE, MARK DAS 
| STARLIEROOM 12 


hostage negotiation—which is not to 
say he's difficult; he remains charita- 
ble and unfailingly polite through- 
out—yet there’s an unshakable 
opaqueness about him that’s chal- 
lenging to put a finger on. He wields 
an impressive vocabulary cautiously, 
in a manner that’s uninviting to 
perusal and resists interpretation, giv- 
ing off the air of being discreet in the 
old-fashioned sense of the word. 
There is no talk of private life, except 
perhaps that most private—the interi- 
or world he releases through his craft. 
"It’s never cavalier. Songs gestate 
over time, usually. Lyrics aren't an 
afterthought, but what I begin with,” 
Dekker ventures. “I guess I try not to 
be too sloppy with words, to have 
things to say or articulate complex 
emotion. It’s personally important for 
me to place myself in the narrative 
and play with variations of themes.” 


THE IDEA OF LANDSCAPE is a common 
motif from past releases that contin- 
ues into Ongiara, serving equally to 
evoke the curve of a woman's back 
and the Canadian Shield. 

“How our environments—emotion- 
al and physical—inspire and affect 
us,” he explains. “Travelling over the 
past couple of years, being involved in 
different landscapes and environ- 
ments, it’s become a sharper contrast. 
I wanted to explore relationships and 
overlapping physical and emotional 


REVU 


landscapes—the difference between 
what you see in your head and what 
you see in front of you. With the new 
album, I was looking for more history 
to place, and to capture the sound of 
a space as well.” 

Ongiara is titled after this hope, 
having taken its name from the har- 
bour boat that brought Dekker and his 
musical abettors to initial sessions on 
Toronto Island, where the multi- 
instrumentalist—who usually records 
alone, playing everything himself— 
had envisioned recording in historic 
buildings. 

"| was turned down by whoever 
was in charge,” he sighs. 

Casting around for another locale 
that could provide the kind of tone 
and texture he wanted, Dekker revis- 
ited a site in London, Ontario that had 
refused him in an earlier project. This 
time he got lucky—the 200-year old 
Aeolian Hall was now available. 

“| have a fondness for spaces built 
before electricity was available, 
before.amplification, built for sound 
to travel,” he enthuses 

Just as fortuitously, Dekker’s guest 
musicians made time to record with 
him on site. “There's a bigger sound,” 
he admits. “It wasn’t conscious, but 
certain songs and instrumentation 
had specific different ‘voices’ I want- 
ed, and | allowed for these textures to 
come out. In the past, I was ultra-sen- 
sitive to not overdoing it—I work so 
hard for the integrity of the song—but 
it’s an atmospheric blend of sound. 
The songs aren't bombarded or col- 
lapsed under the weight of instrumen- 
tation.” W 
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The Acorn falls from writer’s block and sprouts Tin Fist _ 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


onsidering why the Acorn’s ~ 
latest EP, Tin.Fist, was created, 


band leader Rolf Klausener 
has got to be happy with the way 
things turned out for his Ottawa- 
based quintet. 

Klausener’s best-laid plans, you see, 
were to start work on a record that 
would document his mother's experi- 
ences growing up in Honduras and 
immigrating to Canada, weaving in sto- 
ries she told him with traditional Hon- 
duran instruments to create a personal 
aural record of his family’s history. 

All well and good, except that he 
couldn’t figure out just how to do that: 
struck with a case of writer's block at 
roughly the same time his grant pro- 
posal was approved, Klausener went 
a few months with nothing, before he 
decided to take drastic action. 

The action was booking some stu- 
dio time and recording something, 


Kok | SA MAR 18 PU) 
| THE ACORN 

ee | WITH STORYBOARD, HILLS LIKE WHITE ELEPHANTS 
CL | VEWETUNDERGROUND, S10 


anything, which in Tin Fist’s case 
turned out to be a collection of some 
older songs and a few written thanks 
to the pressures of deadline. 

“I had done all this leg work, find- 
ing out about Honduran music, work- 
ing on grant proposals, but as I soon 
as I had to actually do it, I couldn’t 
write for the life of me,” Klausener 
explains over the phone from his 
Ottawa home. “Recording was just a 
chance to diffuse the tension going on 
in my head by just writing something 
different. And actually, I think I kind of 
liked it this way: there’s nothing more 
frustrating than sitting there with part 
of a song and not knowing what to do 
with it. This stuff just kind of had to 


come out in, like, five or 10 minutes, 
and it felt more organic.” 

Whatever works. Tin Fist is an inti- 
mate, ethereal collection of indie pop- 
folk, with broad, full production 
married almost perfectly to the 
band’s—rounded out by Jeff Debutte, 
Keiko Devaux, Howie Tsui, T Jeffrey 
Malecki—simple acoustics and 
Klausener’s delicate lyrics; think 
Stars, but with less horns and more 
guitar. It not only brought the band a 
pile of rave reviews, it also got it a 
spot on burgeoning Toronto label 
Paper Bag Records, they of the Tokyo 
Police Club and, more fitting with the 
Acorn’s sound, FemBots. 


FOR KLAUSENER’S PART, he's happy for 


the attention, but even happier that it 
seemed to come by accident. 

“I'd really hate to be the band that 
was like, ‘okay, let’s sit down and 
make ourselves the album that’s 
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going to get us on a label,” he says 
with a touch of mockery in his voice. 
“| really like doing things naturally, 
and it’s nice people like us, but we 
wouldn't have really done anything 
differently if they hadn't.” 

After some probing, Klausener 
comes to admit that, ultimately, it’s 
that belief in doing what comes natu- 
rally that keeps both him and the 
band doing what they’re doing, 
whether that’s writing an album about 
the life of your Honduran mother or 
banging out a band-defining EP in the 


space of a weekend. 

“My favourite music has alway 
been the kind where you can tel] 
there’s some humanity in it, whey 
people are living with their own idj 
syncrasy, so obviously that’s going io 
be the type of thing I end up doi 
an extent,” he explains, pointing to a 
similar mindset in his bandmates. " 
think we consider ourselves less 
band than a group of creative p 
who just sort of need to do something 
to act on that. This is what we came 
up with, and we have fun with it.” v 


PREVUE / THU. APR 5 (8 EM) / / ARMADA: AN ELECTRONIC EXTRAVAGANZA | 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, $3 


58 Voted the number two DJ in the world 


Magazine's \ast annual poll, the spinning Dutchman Armin van Buuren insists pet s 
in it for the love, not the accolades. “It's not about the number or the position that ' 2" 
in—number two, three, five, whatever—it's just the fact that people appreciate W's" 
you do,” van Buuren said in an interview for his last visit. “It's a big honour. ! would s stl 
be making trance, still be doing this if 1 was number 10 000 or whatever. You know. 
always believed in this sound. It's just the fact that so many people appreciate what Y z 
do gives a really good feeling.” Obviously, Edmonton is appreciative because van Buurel 
is returning to put us in a state of trance with Armada. The all-night party featu' 
whole host of nimble decksters, from van Buuren’s Armada label-mates Blake 
and Rank 1 to Toronto frequent flyer Freaky Flow and local favourites Degree and Drea? 
naught. —CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
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MARCH 25 - APRIL 4, 2007 


MUSIC 


TICKETS 
SELLING 
FAST! 


1G EXTRAVAGANZA 


gING THREE ROOMS oF Wi BLD GLAss Dance Music 


URSDAY APRIL 5. 2007 
MONTON EVENT. CENTRE 


WEST EDMONTON MALL - PHASE 3 UPPER LEVEL EDMONTON, AB, GANAD 


ARMIN VAN BUUREN 


ARMADA MUSIC | ARMINVANBUUREN.COM | NL 
RANK 1 FREAKY 


BLAKE 
JARRELL ret Severs FLOW 


ARMADA MUSIC/ 
ORGANIZED NATURE | UB 


ARMADA MUSIC | NL 


| NEAL Kk | SweeTz | BIG DADDY | LteGo | DANE 
c FOURTWENTY | DREADNAUGHT | BHAVESH 


DAVID STONE | DEGREE | MATT HATTER 
PAVE DFEKT | PHIL LAM | Du CAIN & M 


| #88 NEXT 700 | MORE AT THE DOOR 


TICKETS: $38 FIRST 700 | $48 NEXT 700 


- 105440-82 AVE - 491-6980, 
URBLIND - 10544-62 AVE - 439-2939, . 
“SALON & SPA - PHASE 3 WEM (LOWER LEVEL) - 433-RAIN (7246) 
FIED SALON & SPA - 13620 - 93 ST ~ 457- -4446 (780) 451-8000 
LAR - PHASE 3 WEM (LOWER LEVEL) - 414-1347 


o PM - 6 AM I 18+ 1D REQUIRED | THIS EVENT WILL SELL OUT! 


| REMEMBER, THE NEXT DAY |S A HOLIDAY! 


Pee 


—- - 


eg dd ie , 
niet (ara van BUUREN ms oi 
cu wai Bink [EoMONTONEVENTCENTRE.CA] (Eieaalil=) S 3 es 
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@ TAKING NIGHTLIFE TOANEW DEGREE @ 


THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? 


a 


FRIDAY 


De SATURDAY MARCH 3 


‘a 
— ( Wlamor 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jimmy 
Whiffen. 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 
Spm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Brock Zeman; 
donations 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6-10pm 


DRUID Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wynters every Tue; Spm. 

PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


EDMONTON CENTRE The 
irish Descendants 


FOUR ROOMS Field Trip; 8pm; $5 
HULBEAT'S Thusday night singer- 
songwriter, roots, blues, and folk 
night: Lance Vipond (singer/song: 
waiter); 8 pm; no cover 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam, 7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am_ 


JULLIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (piano) 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society, 7-10pm. 


ONE ON WHYTE Tupelo Honey 
(Sonic Band of the Month) 


STARLITE ROOM Great Lake 
Swimmers, Amy Seeley, Mark Davis; 
no minors show; 8pm; $12 at TIX on 
the Square, Blackbyrd, Listen, 
Freecloud, Megatunes 


THE STUDIO The Fools, Swill City 
Locals, Feast or Famine, 
Audio/Rocketry; 7pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Tupelo Honey 
{Sonic Band of the Month} 


MUSI 


WILD WEST SALOON Jo Hikk 
ZENARI'S Terry Jorden (piano); 7- 
Spm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education: 
‘dub, trip hop, lounge, electro with DJ 
Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


Thursdays; DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DU 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE Exclaim! 
Spring Fling: Champion, You Say 
Party! We Say Die!, Malajube; 8pm 
(door); all ages/licensed event $15 
at Blackbyrd, Megatunes, SU info 
booths, TicketMaster, www.union- 
events\com 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FEVER Darude 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ S.W.A.G- 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
‘Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
‘Sound Crew, InVinceable, Touch It 
and Lady Vishus; hosted by Kwame 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s; Trash Bing0: 
hosted by Dexter Nebula, Sushi 
Stiletto, Belinda Carbomb, Hells 
Yeah; 9:45 (First Card); no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 
PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun by Pl residents 

RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock. pop, 
hip hop with DJ Kelty 

THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr Lexxxi Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


STANDARD DJ Danny Howells (UK); 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase III, 489-SHOW * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre 
Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378 « FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 1051-82 Ave, 91 


ickets available at TicketMastes, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out 
Out Out; $7 cover 


WUNDERBAR DJ) Jazzy Chris; no 


cover 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jimmy 
Whiffen 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Fonley Teper: 
donations 

CASINO Party of Four 
{counttry/rock} 

CASINO Pam Proud 
Band (country/rock) 

DINWOODIE LOUNGE Against 


Mel, Riverboat Gamblers, Fake 
Problems; 7pm (door); all 
‘ages/licensed event; $19 at 
Blackbyrd, Megatunes, SU info 
booths, TicketMaster, wwwiunion- 
évents.com 


FOUR ROOMS Field Trip; Spm; $5 
FRESH START CAFE Backporch 
Swing. Penny and Jim (duo); 6-9pm 


HULBERT'S Golub, Lefever, and 
Seager (funk and jazz); 8pm; no 
cover charge 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 9pm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band; 
9-2am, 


JEFFREYS CAFE Gordie Matthews 
{country blues); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm 

JULLIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (piano) 


NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club open stage; 7pm (door), 7:30pm 
(open stage); $4 (door)/free (member) 


O'CONNORS IRISH PUB Brian 
Gregg and Patsy Amico Trio; Spm 


ONE ON WHYTE Line of Sight 


ON THE ROCKS Love Junk, OJ 
Shawnibis 


PUB Funkafeelya 


POWER PLANT The Uncas, 
Cordoba, Jump+Dash; 8pm (doar); no. 
minors; $10 (door) 


7. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Folk Club: Bowser and 
Blue; 7pm (door). Bpm (show); tickets 
$15 (adv, at TIX on the Square, 
Soundside Sound)/ $17 (door) 


‘STARLITE ROOM Black and White 
and Goodlife present: Krafty Kuts 
(UK), Degree and Shamik. Agent 
Orange, Sweetz, Shortee, and more; 
‘Spm $20 (ady) at Blackbyrd, 
Colourblind, Treehouse, Foosh, 
Sovlar 


‘THE STUDIO The B-movies, The 
Firebrands, Rayoun Cowboys, The: 
Ignitors; 7pm 

TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Mark 
McGarrigle 


URBAN LOUNGE Line of Sight 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Kara 
Keith and the Cop-Outs, Hat Panda, 
ey for Everyone; 8pm; $10 
(door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Jo Hikk 


X-WRECKS SlowBumn (blues/rock); 
8pm 


YARDBIAD SUITE 50th Anniversary 
Celebration: Dave Babcock's Jump 
Orchestra featuring guest singer 
Johanna Sillanoaa. Dino Dominelli 
Quintet; 7pm (door), 8pm (show); $20 
(member)/$24 (guest) at 
TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


‘ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CATHE- 
DRAL PianoPlus: Montano Cabezas; 
8pm; $15/$10 (student/senior) 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH University of 
Alberta Concert Choir, Debra Cais 
(conductor); 8pm; $10 (student/sen- 
ior)/$15 (adult) 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with DJs 
and occasional international special 
guest DJ 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
DUs spin 


FREEHOUSE 
‘on the main floor and on the 
Wooftop 


BOOTS Retro Disco: ferro ga, 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em ja, 
Eddy Toonflash, come ey} 


5 Way 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DANTE'S BISTRO Tex: \\. 
Singles Party: for singles 26.4, 
pletely anonymous, Totally ac 


DELUXE BURGER BAR fa), 


and '70s progressive rock 
electronic Indie with Jos! Rein, 


ESMERALDA’S DJ) Jimmy F 
Bpm (door) ; 


FEVER Global Fridays, One, , 
Band DJ Kwake x 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE , 
Top tracks, rock, retro with () " 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance wy 
Christian 

HALO Mod Club: indie rock ney 
Wave, Brit pop, and 60s i 
DJ Blue Jay, Dd Travy D; no co: 
Before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


KHZ A-Rock and Hatchma 
Merk Meny and DJ Echo featur 


Bailefunk, Electro, Booty, Ghetioieen 


Bmore, Juke and all othe 

party jams; 9pm (door), $1¢ 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnot 
Breakbeat, house, progr 
electro with Groovy C 
NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch 


DJs Dervish, Greg Go 
and guests; no minors 
$5 


Sp 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek oy 
fockandroll/punkrock/abitofeyer 

thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJ 
‘Weekly AA Meeting): G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to Now 
sic rock, A&B, urban and dar 

DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 
RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymac 
Flyboy 

‘THE ROOST Fridays All 
Darice Party: with DJ 
fotating shows every wi 
(member)/$6 {non-member 
ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nicht 
Salsa-Merengue-Bachata-House 
Reggeaton-Urban-Old Scho: 
Spice 

RUM JUNGLE Peoples 2.) Spir 
‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with f 
fesident DJ Luke Morrison 


STARLITE ROOM Life |\s Goo 
fon series V.1 with Krafty Kus ( 


} 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-1( 

St, 4324611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACK 
ROOM VODKA BAR 103244-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 » THE 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 * THE BEERHUNTER PUB 
AND GRILL 7522-178 St* BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN 49 Giroux Road, St, Albert * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continents! 
Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 S' 
Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 « BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-6 
439-5058 * BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave 
6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 * CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St, 428-15 
* CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayll Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12454-153 St, 462-9467 » CASTLE 
ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-8766 * CATALYST THEATRE 8529 Gateway Blvd * CENTURY CASINO 131( 

Fort Rd, 643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION HALL /\r 


Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15: 

Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU LACOMBE 10111 Bellamy Hill, 492-2384 * DANTE‘ 
BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 4864448 « DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 « DEWEY’S LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 * DOW CENTENN 
AL CENTRE 8700-84 St, Hwy 21, Fort Saskatchewan * FACULTE SAINT JEAN AUDITORIUM 8406-91 St * FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUIE 


FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125-109 St » FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10341-82 Av 


433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488-4841 » GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave 
HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK 8102, 10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 * HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 * HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rad, Spruce ( 
962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161) THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 451-8779 * J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4: 


C WEEKLY 


106 St, 436-4403  JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 * J.J/S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 BACH 
L HAARTHEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-156 St » J.R RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Plain Rd * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-97 Ave, 427-2" 

* JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 * KHz (SHARK TANK) 10249-97 St + KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 « LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 8627-91 St * LBS PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 BOUNCE 
11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 « McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 101 St, McDonald Drive, 468.4964 * METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 * lead 
WATERS 6211-111 St, 433-4390 * MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 » NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNG! 
10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW WEST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave, 489-2511 » NEWYORK BAGEL CAFE ° UE 
Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Blvd * NORTHGATE LIONS RECREATION CENTRE 7524-139 Ave * NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY oe 
12535-1094 Ave, 457-9417 * THE NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St, 436-1554/435-5695 * O’BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 » O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave » 0! rE | 
ON WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 * ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 St. * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 988-5457 * GVERTIN 
BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 * PARAMOUNT THEATRE 10233 Jasper Ave * PEPPER'S SPORTS BAR & GRILL Westmount Cer oe | 
111 Ave & Groat Rd * PLANET INDIGO - JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jasper Ava * PLANET INDIGO - ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert = PLEASANTVIEW COMMUN ¥ | 
HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 * POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 * PRISM BAR & GRILL 10524-101 Ave * QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University ze . 
6814 * RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 7th Fi, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 * RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 » RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St = | 
1822 * RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave * RIVERBEND LUTHERAN CHURCH 495 Rhatigan Rd, 479-9313 * RIVERD: . | 
HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-1357 * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 460-1122 * ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE - CONCORDIA CAMPUS 73 Street, 5°"! 7 

of 112 Ave, 479-9313 THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 4263150 * ROSEBOWL 1011-117 St, 482-2589 « ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429-3624 » ROUGE LOUNGE au : 
Jasper Ave * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 12845-102 Ave *» RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 * SAK'S ON 52ST 10525-51 Ave, 432 juRCH 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CH ae 
10740-19 Ave * SPORTSWORLD INUNE AND ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St, 472-6336 * ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9915-148 St, 482-7649 » ST, BASIL'S en “ 
AL CENTRE 10819-71 Ave, 438-6410 « STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 » STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10268 Whyte Ave, 437-22° 
STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 « STRATHEARN UNITED CHURCH 8510-95 Ave * THE STUDIO 9510-105 Ave * STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building, U of a oi 
492-0601 * TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TRANSALTA ARTS BARN WEE 
Ave * TRANSCEND COFFEE BAR AND ROASTERY 9869-62 Ave, 430-9198 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St * URBAN FRAT 10220-103 St * west | 
UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 « WESTWOOD UNITARIAN CHURCH 11135-65 Ave * WHISTLESTOP 12416-132 Ave, 451-5506 * WILD AR | 
SALOON 12912-50 St, 476-3388 * WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 * WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436-1554 * RUNDE ~ A 
8120-101 St, 436-5586 * XWRECKS 10143-50 St, 456-8069 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, www.yafterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-042 
YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 « ZENARY'S 10180-101 St, 423-5409 aoe 


THURS 5/07 


tvody HARMAN B & DI] KWAKE 


poet pe 


SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDMONTON MALL 


780-443-6666 


WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 


MUSIC 


MARCH 29 - APRIL 4, 2007 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE Live band 
and dancing every Sat; Y0pm-1am 


CLASSICAL 


Mooring EKOS {Edmonton Ki 

pues Kt Bickhs tases 

sgh SA i Bs 
are, 

Earth's General Store poe 


‘Anatomy, 
rr cot $8 Soar benifit for WW 
DUA mays 
oxi, DY Fulego, lose 

free danes classed (8:30-10pm) 
6X DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
4-6 pm; no caver acoustic 

y Suturday afternoon 

IND PIG fumblebees;; Spm-lam 
CHAIR CAFE Al Brant Trio; 
$12 (adv) 

ICAFE BRITT Spruce Grove Folk 

Stage Jasmine Whanham: 8pm; $15 

| 0 EDMONTON Party of Four 

Peontry/roek) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Pam Proud 
d (country/rock) 
D (JASPER AVE) Open stage, 

ll apes, 2pm 

OUR ROOMS Field Trip; 9pm; $ 
ESN START CAFE Raisin Cain; & 
EGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
p groups, Spm 

1 


Bolub, Lefaver, and Segger (funk and 
Bom; no cover charge 


IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Panos, no cover: Spm 


ERS PUB Saturday open 


parn-Z0rm 


(CAFE Harley Symington 
jez): $10. 
EXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
pon!" ock); 9.30pm 
JOHN L HAAR THEATRE 
Songwriters Concert: Grant 
‘Mock wan College: 70pm: $10 
Socvlti/$8 (student/senior) at TIX on 
he Square 


JULUAN'S PIANO BAR Dennis 
'Bagoray [piano} 


GBYRNE'S Chvis Wynters and 
Scott Peters, 3pm. no cover 


CCOMMORS IRISH PUB Brian 
‘rego ered Patsy Amico Trio; 3pm 


ONE ON WHYTE Line of Sight 


OM THE ROCKS Aetrofitz. DJ 
Denjuan 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Spen Jom/Karaoke hosted by 
Wermnie Joy; 


POWER PLANT The New Weapon. 
‘e 2er0, The Well Hung 


Milionaires; no minors; 8pm (door); 
BS (door) 


RENDEZVOUS 
Stedowblade res ae cen sae. 


ape — Jay Crocker and 
rig y a 

or $10 {dou ‘quests; no minors; 
THE STUDIO Eye 6: 
Fivvosis, Black 
Calgary) Bre 

ence: 7pm {door 


ae CH OF CLASS LOUNGE Mark 
Garighe 


URBAN LOUNGE Line of Sight 


 Thrashtic 


{from 
j Teach me vio= 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Storyboard, The Acom, Hills Like 


Woee Clephar 
sor S10 (coat nm: G0 


GHUREH Dyiwood (acoustic Celi) 
Be at Bom concert $15 a 


HALL Visiting 


CONVOCATION 
Artist Recital: Lorna Peters (harpsi- 
chord); 


$15 (student 
eoba 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Recital: Matthew Clark 


(CD release) with Janat Scott Hoyt 


(piano); 7:30pm: $12 (adult}/$10 (stu- 
roca at TIX on the Square, 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Spring 

Ur ity of Alberta Mixed 
Chorus; 8pm; $18 (adultl/$12 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels 


~ BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 


free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven 
Saturdays: Funky house and break 
beatz with DUs T-Bass, Femme Funk 
and local/international guests pre- 
sented by NewSound Entertainment: 
ho minors; 9pm-3am 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and "70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Saturday Night 
Fever. Du Five 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DY 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY SoulOut Saturdays 
The Big One exclusive party; R&B 
hip hop, old skool, reggae with 
Gozeela, Dangerous, Platinum Vybe, 
Bomb Squad, Invinceable; Edmonton 
Police Secunty on site all night 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday: 
Du Groovy Cuvy and quests: 


NEW CITY Flock ‘n’ Roll/Heaven ‘nt 
Hell: rockandroll/punk/indy/newan- 
dusedeandy with DJs Beard of Beez 
and Nazz Nomad 


NEW CITY SUBURBS The Legend 
Continues... Saturday Sucks: with 
‘Dus Nik Rofeelya and Blue Jay (Mod 
Club); $5 


ON THE ROCKS DJ Shawnibis and 
DY Donjuan 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays: 
breaks electro house spun by Pl resi- 
dents 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip hop, rock, 
indie rock, hip hop with S Master F, 
Loopin’ the 3rd 


THE ROOST Saturdays-Always like 
New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New 
Music) upstairs; $4 (memberl/$6 
(non-member) 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Roller 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request witha 
mix of ratra and disco; 1-5pm and 
Tpm-12 midnight 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, R&B. 
house with People’s DJ 


TA ARTS BARN 
Mohammad Ali (Not In Our Name 
Tour, CD release party for Such 2 
Long Journey); 8pm, War Resisters 
Support Campaign 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS Anthem 
hard NRG/trance/funky with Jeft 
Hillis, DTOR, Big Daddy, STX. Tweek; 
Jam-8am 
VELVET Top 0° 
the Techno to Ya: with Tryptomene, 
Neal K, Dave Stone (dual Tryptomene 
12° release party) 


WUNDERBAR featured DJ end 
Local Bands 


y Release Saturdays: 
Porterhouse (Volume 2 CO tour) fea- 
turing Steve Porter, Main Room: 
Steve Porter, Luke Morrison, 


Donovan; Hector Castro, Just 
Kar Uecerpaund: Kato a 
Tryptornene; $15 (adv) at Foash. Y 
Afterhours, Yess Hair, Treehouse 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Diamand Back Trio 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Got To 
Give It Up: Main Floor: Funk, soul, 
Motown, disco with DJ Red Dawn 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Sunitay Brunch: 
Jim Findlay Trio (jazz); (music 1am- 
Zpm); donations 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB Jam 
every Sunday; 7pm 


PREVUE / TUE, APR 3 (8 PM) / TWIN FANGS / STAR- 
LITE ROOM, $13 How come nobody ever came up with a 
cool hand sign for Twin Fangs? What? There is one? Oh. 


JAMMERS PUB Sunday open blues 
jam 4-8pm 

NEWCASTLE PUB Live jam hosted 

by Willy and Dave every Sun; 2:30pm 


O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie Jam 
Open stage for all; 9:30pm; no cover 


OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain: 
Tractor (8-1 1pm) 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL The 
Red Ants (jazzy R&B) every Sunday; 
Tlipm 


ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
altemate weeks; 9-12 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL University of 
Alberta Concert Band, Wendy 
Grasdahl (director); Spm: $10 (stu 
dent/senior\/$15 (adult) 


CONVOCATION HALL University 
Symphony Orchestra, Tanya 
Prochazka (conductor), Michelle 
Schamehom (solo); 8pm; $10 (stu 
dent/seniorl/S1S{adult) 


SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER 
UNITED CHURCH Ewald Cheong 
(violin); 3pm; $15 at TIX on the 
Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Johananespassion: Richard Eaton 
Singers, Alberta Baroque Enemble 
featuring quintet wath Suzie LeBlanc 
(soprano), Marcia Swanston (alto), 
Alan Bennett and Nils Brown 
{tenors}, Nathaniel Watson (bass), Dr 
Leonard Ratzlaff (conductor); 2pm: 
$25-$35 at TIX on the Square, 
Winspear box office 


DJS 


Se 
BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 


PREVUE / FAI, MAR 30 (8 PM) / JUMP + DASH/ 
POWERPLANT / $10 If anyone has any tips on how to 
beat World 8 in Super Mario 3, well, I've been trying to 
beat it since | was 7 years old. | could really use the help. 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
‘Afternoons with Phil Got To Give It 
Up: Main Floor: funk, soul. Motown, 
and diseo with Du Red Dawn; 2-7pm 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB fotsting 
drag shows: DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


EW CITY Rud A Dub Unites Again 
Dus Jebus and Anarchy Adam 
{CJSR’s Your Weekly AA Meetingl 
the Simpson's at 3pm 

DJ Finnegan; 9pm 
(door): $20 (basic)/$30 {premium 


available by phone at 414 6756 


ON THE ROCKS (J k: 

Dudeman wi 
URBAN FRAT (Urban Ladies Night 
‘Suhdays: with E-town's Fab: ‘i 
InVinceable, Game and BabyGirl 


'WUNDERBAR Sundays 0J Galatea 
and XS, guests, no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


SOHN L HAAR THEATRE Concert: 
Grant MacEwan College/U of A Jazz 
Bands, Raymond Baril and Tom Dust 
(directors) 7:30pm: $8 (student/sen- 
Jorl/$10 (adult) at the U of A 
Department of Music, TIX on the 
Square 

LBS PUB House band; 330pm- 
‘Tam; no cover 

MEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old 
Time Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild 
Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle; 8:30-11.30pm; no cover 

CENTRE Eva Avila, 
George: 6:20pm (door), 7:30pm 
(show); $29.50 and $24.50 at 
Winspear box office 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
Noon, Convocation Hall Student 
Recital Series. Featuring students 
from the U of A Department of 
Music; free 

CONVOCATION HALL Doctor of 
Music Recital; Aaron Au (violin); 


Spm; free 
DJS 


BAR WILD Sar Gona Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night: no minors, 
Spm-2am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays: with DJ Penny Tentiary 
BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest 
with Mia Fellow, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 

FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Make 


it Munchie Mondays: House with DJ 
Dusty Grooves, guests 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical tal- 
ent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BUND PIG Moosehead Jam 
Featuring Bruce Mohacsy 
(bass/keys), Greg Smith (guitar), 
Sandro Dominelli (drums); Spm-12 
CASTLE ROCK-ST, ALBERT 
Tuesday Freeway Jam: hosted by 
Mark Ammar, Dale Collins and Noel 
Mackenzie; 8:30pm 

DRUID AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters and quest 
LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 


O'BYARE'S Celtic Jam: with 


Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 

STARLITE ROOM Priestess, Whitey 
Houston, Twin Fangs: no minors, Bpm 
(doork $13 lady) at TicketMaster, 
Blackbyrd, Megatunes, FS, Freecloud. 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Chasing the 
Big Silly: Lome Etliont (comedy and 
music), Spm: $30 at Winspear box + 
office 


YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session 
every Tue: Marc Beaudin (bass, gui- 


tar), 8:30pm (door), Spm (show); $3, 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Tuesdays: DJs spin on the main level 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser t's 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, 
A&B with DJ Foreplay, OJ Jimmy 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave} Latin 
and Salss music, dance lessons 8- 
10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 
Reggae music with Bomb Squad, 
T.N.O and Lady Vishus; no cover 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The 
In Kraut: Mod R&B, Northern Soul, 
"BOs Garage, Mod Revival with Dr 
Erick and guests 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with 0. Kevin Wong 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 
40 request with a mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12 midnight 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuesday 
Night Shakedowns. Rock and Roll 
with OJ Generic, DJ Frederick: 8pm 
{door}; no cover 


WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open 
mic with Duff Robison; Spm 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Evalyn Parry 
8pm; $10 (advi/$12 (day of) 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
open stage; 7:30pm (door): $2 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND BILUARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with: 
Enrique 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
quests, 9:30pm; no cover 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 
Wednesday Night Live. Open stage 
for comediang, musicians and bands; 
hosted by Barbara May, 7pm (set 
up), 8-10pm (show) 


WILD WEST SALOON Billy Ringo 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Arlo Guthrie 
and the Guthrie Family Legacy Tour 
8pm; $37-$47 at Winspear box office 


DJS 


VODKA BAR Deap 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smooy 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Stanicy 
Carroll spins on the Wooftop; Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays Main Floor: Best 
Rides... Worst Wrecks...; no cover 
foots music every Wednesday with 
DJ Buster Friendly, live music ance a 
month 
BUDDY'S Hump day with DU Seay 
Sean 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 

THE FOX Wind Up Wednesdays: 
Classic R&B, hip hop, reggae, old 
Skool, reggaeton with InVinceable, 
Touch tt. Lady Vishus and weekly 
guest DJs 

HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednesday. 
downtempo, smooth jazz, with OJ 
Frederick 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY UIKWID LOUNGE 
Robobot DJ 3000 

BOC DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Funk ‘0’ Sou! funk, soul 
disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip hop with 
Cool Curt. Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 
STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat with Du Nestor Delano 
STOLU'S Wild Cherry 
House/garage with Trpswitch. 
Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve 
Velocity 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic 
Indie, Mod, Rock, Electro Dance 
Party.with the Jbots; no cover 
WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new Dy; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesdays 


O 


ON WHYTE 


ALL OF THE GREAT LIVE MUSIC YOU'VE COM 
EXPECT FROM THE URBAN LOUNGE! 
NOW IN A GREAT NEW VENUE! 
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ar Zero fears nothing and 
ts out to seize the day 


icians might be faulted 
commitment issues— 
jumping all willy-nilly, or 
side or solo projects— 
iver rock band Fear Zero 
oT AXES. 
with frontman Ed Sadler 
1e band pulls into Kelowna, BC on 
d stop of their cross-Canada 
2 is a sense that, through all 
litanies of carpe diem, 
might just want “it” more 
ers, “it” being, in this case, 
having success while doing some- 
thing you really love to do. 

fear Zero’s tour coincides with the 
release of In Lights, an album that 
sadler says is of high production 
value compared with their first two 
releases. 

“We were able to get Mike Fraser 
{of AC/DC and Aerosmith acclaim) to 
mix it and we would have never had 
that option before,” Sadler says, 
beaming over the telephone line. “We 
were able to layer lots more guitars. 
On this album I used three amps to 
layer every part—it made the sound 
that much bigger.” 

He’s also keen to attribute some of 
Fear Zero’s success to website vehi- 
cles like MySpace: “With MySpace, 
that’s helped us spread the word 
about the band. It’s just a really great 
tool—you can go online and add peo- 
ple in certain markets where you're 
playing.” 


FOR SADLER, AT LEAST, the name of 
the band is linked to a purer distilla- 
tion of rock ethos—the carpe diem 
factor. 

“A couple of guys had to quit their 
jobs to come do this,” Sadler says 
with conviction. “{It's about] taking a 


lle 


SAT, MAR 3) (8 PM) 


FEAR ZERO 

WT THE NEW WEAPON, 
THEWERL HUNG MILIONAIRES 
POWERPLANT $8 


risk and enjoying life for what it is. 
You get one life on this planet and 
you {have to] take a chance and fol- 
low your dreams and not be afraid of 
the possible consequences.” 

Apparently, that chord of convic- 
tion stretches through the rest of the 
band. 

“The bass player in our band 
worked at Long & McQuade,” he 
recalls, before adding with a chuckle, 
"They basically said to him, ‘either you 
stay here or you lose your job,’ and he 
said, ‘well, | guess I'm going—see ya." 


When asked about plans for after 
the tour, Sadler speaks of potential 
south of the border. 

“We want to try and get down to 
the US,” he says. “That would be real- 
ly good for us to get our feet wet in 
that market.” 

It’s not all about success for Sadler, 
though; the music definitely comes 
first, and he notes that it’s important 
for the band to have a range of style 
and avoid becoming one-dimensional 

"We're not all one sound,” he says. 
“We've got some country, a little bit of 
reggae and lots of rock. 

“Music's one of those things,” he 
continues, explaining that his devo- 
tion to music is all consuming. “If you 
have a passion for it, you'll pretty 
much do anything to get to play it.” w 


REVUE / SAT, MAR 24 / DARREK ANDERSON AND THE GUARANTEED / POWERPLANT Darrek Anderson and the Guaranteed ran 
through a few old tunes and a bunch of new ones from Anderson's forthcoming album, playing their backroad country for a solid crowd 
fueled by a steady intake of booze. Anderson and second guitarist Sean Brewer pulled out some tasty guitar work while bassist Tom 


Murray and drummer Scott Davidchuk held 


things together in a suita 


bly rambling-type of way. The only things that marred the evening 


Were a couple of tripod-toting photographers who spent the entire length of the set planted firmly in front of the stage, snapping shat 


after shot, and then proceeding to check 0 
audience. A comment from the stage regard 
few nervous glances from the photographer: 
and then get the hell out of the way so that 


ing the potential joy 0 
but alas, nothing was broken. 
the rest of the folks can enjoy the show. 


ut each other's handiwork, paying absolutely no respect to the music, the musicians or the 
f seeing the tripods kicked over by dancing revellers did result ina 
Still, maybe next time they'll get in there, snap their shots 
—EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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ee eS 
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Grassroot Deviation & Red Ram 
WITH DUB VULTURE Saturday April 14th 


$8 at the door b 


FOOLS TONGUE 


with The Fireseeds and Raptors. 
THURSDAY APRIL 19th | seattne door 


The Rocky Fortundg $10 at the hbo 
FRIDAY, APRIL 20th with TEAM BUILDING & guests 
. bee with Goin and After. cee 
I driv c BY Pu neh Broke Nose The Februarys 
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Tix $2 in advance Down the Hateh, No More Parachutes 


SUNDAY APRIL 22ND « ALL AGES/LICENSED 


MARK ROBERTSON (u11rR0<) 
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$10 at the door 


doors at 8pm and shows are no minors unless otherwise stated 
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EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
d | twas 18 shows aera ae just got 
home on Sunday night,” 
explains Alexia Melnychuk 
about her recent jaunt out to BC with 
fellow local songstress Lara Yule 
Singh. “This was our first big tour. We 
did a mini-tour in September, just to 
kind of test the waters out—half the 
_ Shows were in Southern Alberta and ¢ 
little into BC—and we came home and 
were, like, ‘yeah, bring it on.” 
The two musicians met just under 
a year ago when Melnychuk was per- 
forming at the ARIA general meeting 
last April and struck up a conversa- 
tion with Yule Singh. Discovering 
that they were at similar places with 
their careers—both had recently 
released albums and were thinking 
about performing beyond Edmon- 
ton—they soon combined talents and 
set out on tour. 
While both Melnychuk and Yule 


GREAT 


A | THAR (0 
= | ALEXIA MELNYCHUK & 
S| LARA YULE SINGH 


= | BLUE CHAIR CAFE S10 


Singh continue to play solo shows 
around the city, they admit that it’s 
simply easier—and more fun—to go 
out on the road together. 

“It’s too perfect to be with someone 
else and split all the costs,” Yule Singh 
says, before adding, “and we have 
similar habits—we laugh together 
about this, that we're kind of grannies 
and after our show we like to just go 
home and lie in bed and watch TV. I 
have a couple of Southern Comforts, 
but we're not really partiers. We like 
to just hang out, and it worl 

Touring together also has the added 
advantage that there is always some- 
one there to add various colourful 
sounds to the other’s songs. Yule 


KE 


SWIMMERS 


METTWERK 


“understated instru- 
mentation and achingly 
exquisite lyrics” 

-PASTE 


NETTWERK.COM » GREATLAKESWIMMERS.COM 


Singh has a vast collection of odd 
instruments—including a mega- 
phone—and she says that they bring a 
lot of those out when they go. 

“We didn’t have the megaphone, 
but we will next time,” Yule Singh 
laughs. “We have lots of different 
stuff, though. We both play melodica 
and we both do some backup singing, 
shakers, drums, and Alexia plays the 
glockenspiel and the banjo ona 
bunch of songs. We plan on expand- 
ing that continually.” 


DESPITE THEIR FREQUENT on stage col- 


laborations, both singers are adamant 
about retaining their own identities 
within their music. 

“We're similar enough in styles that 
you could classify both of us as folk, 
but there are still some differences,” 
Melnychuk says. “There’s something 


Sing songs in the key of Kara Keith 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
ears ago, Calgary's Kara Keith 
Y would have been what was 
referred to as “a great broad,” 

less an age designation than one of 
will—a certain kind of self-posses- 
sion. A great broad trusted her own 
opinions before those of others, was 
racy and spirited, employed con- 
trivances with a delighted shrug. She 
had a brain in her pretty little head. 

Today she's tired, only minutes 
away from a nap, but a great broad 
is generally game, and so is Keith. 
She's the first to point out that when 
she wakes, she'll likely recant every 
word. Keith is the kind of person for 
whom a hyphen was created; child- 
woman, clown-sexpot, singer-song- 
writer 

Lose your preconceptions about 
that last one—Keith’s weapon of 
choice is piano, and she has a near 
vaudevillian relationship with it. It’s 
the foil, and occasional antagonist, 
of her rich mellow voice and spry 
lyricism. Her cabaret art pop: confec- 
tions have always benefited from the 
tension of contradiction: theatricality 
and nakedness, humour and serious- 
ness, danger and innocence. And 
they are getting weirder and more 
beguiling as she keeps searching out 
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for everybody. I think it’s a really 
interesting dynamic.” 

“We're not a band, so there’s no 
angle involved in it at all, because 
she’s doing her own thing,” Yule 
Singh adds. “It’s a very independent 
kind of cooperation, which works per- 
fect for me. For most of the show 
we're on stage together, playing 
together, but we always announce 
whose songs we're going to play.” 

Both Melnychuk and Yule Singh are 
working on new albums of their own 
at the moment, but they admit that 
there’s a special chemistry between 
the two of them that they would like 
to have a record of. They don’t have 
any immediate plans to collaborate 
on a studio project—though they do 
admit that they might do so in the 
future—but they are planning on 
recording some shows for a possible 


Ks | FA, MAR 30 (0 PM) 


REVU 


A KEITH 
WITH HOT PANDA, ELECTRICITY FOR EVERYBOUT! 


| VEWET UNDERGROUND, $10 


the loopy route between extremes, 
stiffened by a bolted-on wicked grin. 


A YEAR AGO, she was backed up by 
her Falconhawk bandmates. Nowa- 
days, it’s a couple of the Fake Cops, 
with the Summerlad’s frontman sit- 
ting in on drums. New band, new 
songs, new name? 

She groans. 

“For now we're going with ‘Kara 
Keith’, because I’m creating the proj- 
ect and I got in so much shit when I 
said we were called the ‘Tight 
Niggaz’. I don’t have time to think 
about it.” 

Keith does reflect on what she tries 
to convey musically. 

“I'm the voice of the opposite. Cre- 
ate friction, create progress.” 

This strident aesthetic manifesto 
hardly seems to fit the auteur of the 
breathy “Sin of 17,” from Falcon- 
hawk's debut, in which she coos into 
the ear of a slightly underage boy 
about some Trojans. 

“Sexuality is such an easy place to 


live album. 

“| think we're going to let that t hap. 
pen over the next few shows,” Melny- 
chuk says. “And we'll see how it 
goes.” 

A live recording makes perfect sense 
for these women, too. The organic 
nature of the undertaking lends itself to 
the feel of their songs, and it’s consis 
tent with the approach they've taken 
with their own releases. 

“What I like is the simplicity of 
those kinds of recordings,” Melnychuk 
considers. “For me, most of the CDs 
that I sell are off of the stage, and | 
think we do have a really intimate 
show—acoustic and organic—so | 
want that to come across in the 
recording so that when people listen 
to it at home they feel connected with 
whatever it is that they connected 
with at the show.” w 


go in rebellion,” Keith states "At 20, | 
we're all horny and trying to : 
Those things subside, and the't 
more intellectualism, I hope. "0" 
complexity, more of an evolution © 

In a split-second, she summo! 
back the coo. “But I’m still sexy © 
fuck.” w 
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ALBUM IN STORES Now! 
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REVUE / WED, MAR 21 / 47 RONIN / TOP 
GEAR SCOOTERS Okay, so here's a new 


idea. In light of recent cave-ins—metaphori-. WAR MONTHS Dy SdLRdViZe 


cally with the Sidetrack and literally with 


PRE OVER VOR ILL 
the Urban Lounge—we're down a few show 4 
venues around Edmonton. But, take a retro- ay/ DRSAPPERS DY WHE SON. 
fitted scooter space, throw in some subs 
and a drum kit, and you've got yourself a 
great Wednesday night. Our very own home- 
grown 47 Ronin rocked Top Gear Scooters 
last week, a house warming in a scooter 
store gesture of sorts. We've rolled in yel- 
low carpet, between wood panelling and 
blocks of colour on the walls. Jamming in a 
showroom is unconventional, and | want to 
say unexpected, for the likes of Edmonton, 
but it works, and no one puts baby in the 
corner ... unless we've overindulged and 
need to lean against the walls to stand. — 
BARBARA CHUNS / barbara@vueweekly.com 


REVUE / FRI. MAR fue io / 
ries ME! / DINWOODIE, $19 (ALL 
AGES) if you went to the last Against 
Me! show at the Starlite Room, you'll 
ave some idea of what is about to hit 
this city. We're talking spitting, bodies 
flying, hundreds of kids up onstage, secu- 
fity giving up on trying to keep everything 
in check after the band waves them off, 
stage diving, spectacles smashing and a 


si a 
juge pile of shoes in the middle of the <a WHE an HOY wo ) a 
floor for kids to pick through at the end of es . ~ 


the night. And guess what? This time it's 


: DPEN VEIN 
going to be at an even bigger venue! That 
jeans Way more shoes! —BRYAN BIRTLES / ; ’ ; 


— OPEN SEVEN NIBIWS of wit 
WiLL IDNA 


BRENT OLIVER AND THE STUDENTS’ UNION PRESENT: 


JAMES MURDOCH BAND 
wom WHEAT POOL 


AT THE POWERPLANT 


THURSDAY, ¢ 


“ APRIL s & with guests 


DOORS ATS Sind SS jeff stuart « trevor tchir 
ADVANCE TICKETS $] 2 soRRy, No MINORS advance tickets $19 sorry no minors 


f -SU-VENUES.C# 

Hern Tickets at Ticketmaster, Blackbyrd, Listen & Megatunes bait i} NV ANANAES IN 
IF ern Tickets ¢ ster, : 
2 Ridley Bent Tickets at Black pyrd, Listen. Megatunes 
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WHITEY HOUSTON / TWIN FANGS 


JON-RAE & THE RIVER / LADYHAWK 


AT THE STROKE OF MADNESS &2 
Vil RAKE / IN DUE TIME 


COMING SOON: (81 RUN CHICO RUN + #2)} JEREMY FISHER / TOMISWICK 
* 044i) ANDREW WK. - Gili ECONOLINE CRUSH 251i TRANS AM 271 EPOXIES 
2S )ii THE BEAUTIFUL GIRLS » #1} TEENAGE HEAD 


10030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 
BELOW THE STARLITE ROOM « ALL EVENTS 18+ 


UPCOMING EYENTS 
KARA KEITH & THE COP-OUTS 


HOT PANDA & ELECTRICITY FOR EVERYBODY! 
SATURDAY MARCH 31 WIAD. 


STORY BOARD 
THE ACORN / HILLS LIKE WHITE ELEPHANTS 


FRIDAY APR. G - CD RELEASE PARTY: 


“WHE SHAGGY CHORDS 


Wi DARREN EF" RAN 


SATURDAY APREL 7 PiPchind MISC PRESETS 


MARSHALL ISLANDS 


MEFORTY THIELE VY Es 
FRIDAY AP REL £3 THE Wii RECOMINGATIST. 


JOEL. HOE: KEE 
ii1i JOHN GULIAK & THE NEW LOUGANS 


SATURDAY APRIL 14 « CD RELEASE PARTY 
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iii THE CHOIR AND MARCHING BAND & RED MEDECINE 
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NEW 
SOUNDS 


GOOSE 
BRING IT ON 
SKIT 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 


There does not seem, initial- 


ly, anyway, to be a whole lot 

about Goose that makes it 
THIS ROCKS worthy of recommendation. 
The band is from Belgium, a place 
known more for the Smurfs and 
extremely overrated beer than cool 
bands; its introduction to most audi- 
ences was through the use of its first 
single in a Coca Cola advertisement; 
they started out as an AC/DC cover 
band (seriously) and they proudly pro- 
claim themselves as a “dance punk” 
band. Trust me: as much as [ like syn- 
thesizers, cowbells and gender ambi- 
guity, this is never a good sign. 

I have to admit that there’s actually 
plenty to like on Bring It On- If this is 
“electro rock,” then Goose has wisely let 
the latter dictate its songwriting more 
than the former—much of the album 
sounds more like grooved-out ‘70s rock- 
ers like T-Rex or Foghat than limp post- 
millennial glam whiners like, say, the 
Killers. There are swampy, caveman- 
style beats a plenty on offer here, with 
the glammy synth and disaffected vocals 
taking a back seat to driving bass lines 
and classic rock rhythms. Maybe more 
synth punks ought to spend a couple of 
years bashing away on “Back in Black.” 


DUSTIN COLE WITH THE SPECIALEST 
TRY AND LOVE ME 
SCRATCH RECORDINGS 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


| Growing up as one of those 


kids who derided “techno” 
THIS ROCKS it ugly head around my 


music when it first reared 
® 
is = 


records&acds 


top 10 sellers 


01. neon bible arcade fire 
02. we were already dead modest mouse 
03. myth takes It 


04. you, you're a history in rust do make say think 


05. drums and guns low 


junior high in the form of Vengaboys, 
1 gotta admit that I’m pretty impressed 
with electronic music right now. What 
seemed to me for so long to be a 
musical genre committed to ass shak- 
ing and money making seems to have 
grown into a place where you can 
hear actual, complicated, human 
emotions expressed. 

Anyways, the press release from 
Scratch Recordings explains that this 
is the first time the label has ever 
released an unsolicited demo, which 
Is pretty neat because even though 
record companies might give you an 
address to send your shitty demo to, 
they don’t actually want to hear it. 
And this is worth hearing. 

Like | said, it expresses some 
interesting and complicated 
thoughts, venturing into the dark 
corners first explored by the likes of 
the Cure and Tears for Fears, musi- 
cally and lyrically. Cole’s voice is a 
smooth but timid beast, which 
sounds perfectly frightened while 
interacting with the grating beats of 
the Specialest. At times, you could 
maybe even dance to it, but it’d be 
better suited to a rainy day bus ride. 


THE PERPETRATORS 

TOW TRUCK 

INDEPENDENT 

EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


The Perpetrators’ third 
album opens wide up with 


RS ROosS Z-Rays Cured My Hang- 
over.” It’s surf music, all right, but the 
kind of out-of-control soundtrack that 
you'd expect to accompany a danger- 
ous ride through shark-infested 
waters while you're dripping blood. 
The disc closes tight at the end with 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


tongues LPico 


06. writer's block peter, bjorn & john 
07. the third hand rjd2 

08. tiving with the living ted leo 

09. sound of silver led soundsystem 
10. hindu windmills elephant micah 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 
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the crazy surf-riffing of “The « 


the title track, “Tow Truck,” a grimy 
grungy, grease-covered groove ;),,, 
creaks and groans while the thr 
Perps scream until you can practic: ty 
hear their vocal cords ripping an 
tearing. 

The sonic landscape between th, r 
two bookends veers from the sor if 
roadhouse blues that usually comes 
from a stage protected by a chain lin 
fence kind of joint to the pedal-to-;h, 
metal stomp of “You're Gonna jj) 
Me” to the old school country , 
“Josco” to the crazy, carnival-rodeo 
sounds of “R Cowboy” to the ap 
lyptic wonderland of “Woman of \yy 
Dreams.” 

There's a lot of ground covered o) | 
Tow Truck, and the album is ; 
example of just how good the b| 
can be when the players are pushin : 
and pulling the music, stirring it up 
constantly to keep it from stagnatin 
It's nice to hear a band that continue 
to evolve naturally instead of chasin 
the latest musical fad. The Perpetra- | 
tors do what they do not because j 
the cool thing, but because that’s wh 
they are. And that’s what makes them 
so damn cool. 


GREAT LAKE SWIMMERS 
ONGIARA 
WEEWERK 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly. com 

Tony Dekker’s taken a dee; 

breath and loose I 

reins on his Great Lake 
THS ROCKS Swimmers project for hi 
third full-length, Ongiara. The re: 
still retains the Toronto-based art 
deliberate hushed intensity, but h« 
accepted a host of guests and allow 
their musical voices to fatten his rm 
tic baroque-folk. 

Ongiara is named after a boat 
indeed,, the album seems to twis 
itself, flutter and billow out at in 
vals governed by song, like a sail 
an unsteady breeze. Some of the lex 
ture comes from Dekker and con 
radesS—strings as velvety as a lal 
summer evening, the inne 
sparkle of a vibraphone, Spartan sir 
plicity in a plucked banjo, a gulia! 
morose slide, angelic backup cho! 
soulful squeezebox and more, )uc! 
ciously edited by the songwriter an 
Andy Magoffin’s engineering. Textur: 
also comes from the warmth of th« 
historic hall where the album wa 
largely recorded. 

Yet the essence of Ongiara'! 
always, always Dekker’s stella! 
songcraft—meticulously shaped emo- 
tional narratives delivered through 
exceptionally deft literary and musical 
presence. Like any good artist BP 
explores the nooks and crannics © 
moods and ellipses on a grand \"" 
matic arc, the idea of landscap°* 
within and without, and connection 
between these—a metaphor wl! 
many beautiful vistas. 


\W HALL / megan@vueweekly.com 
_ Cities opens with an instru- 
wy mental intro that informs 
listeners that what they are 
THSAOEKS about to hear is not what 
ey have come to expect from Orlan- 
jo’s Anberlin. The album is more 
complicated both lyrically and instru- 
‘mentally than the band’s previous two 
‘discs: the fierce and fast second track, 
“Godspeed,” draws attention to its 
undeniable guitar riffs and thumping 
drums; “There is no Mathematics to 
‘Love and Loss” begins with a synth 
sample that sounds a bit out of place, 
put as soon as Stephen Christian 
sings the first note the track comes 
together flawlessly and begins to 
make sense; and the last and longest 
track on the disc, “(*FIN),” is Anber- 
lin's take on religion. 

Cities is a complex album that takes 
Anberlin leaps and bounds beyond 
where they were with their previous 
~eleases, and makes them a group 
worth noting. 


JADE MCNELIS 
ALL THE FABLES 
GOOD FENCES 
BRYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Though it may come as a 
¢y surprise to my long-suffer- 
ing highschool teachers, | 

can sometimes get a little 
tongue-tied. Like when I was listening 
to this Jade McNelis album, I sat and 
watched my computer screen for a 
couple of minutes trying to figure out 
what I thought about it. It’s good, 
really good, but I’m not entirely sure 
what kind of good. 
. {think the problem is that her influ- 
ences are readily apparent, but so 
varied that you have no idea how she 
smashed them all together into this 
remarkably workable whole. When 
the album started I thought it sounded 
kind of like the cutesy pop of the 
Vaselines, but as it progressed I was 
reminded of Rilo Kiley (except less 
angsty) and then later it seemed to fit 
right into the heart of the Canadian 
indie stuff we keep hearing from the 
lites of Emily Haines and Amy Millan. 
Except MeNelis is from Tallahassee. 

Anyway, there’s no denying that 
this stuff is good, and despite what | 
said about her readily apparent influ- 
ences, McNelis has a way of creating 
her own space. Her misty piano and 
voice mixed with electronic and 
acoustic instruments had me wanting 
™ore songs than the six provided on 
this too short EP. The only thing I 
would change would be to take more 
cf a plunge into electronic elements 
and less piano—it sometimes feels 
ike a recital, as if McNelis has to 
prove what she can do. 


THIS IS OK 


All that Edmonton jazz 


=| ENTER SANDOR 
= | STEVEN SANDOR 
= | stoven@vueweekly com 


Thanks to the internet—which makes 
any band’s music available to fans 
anywhere in the world—rampant 
music media and independent music 
distributors, rock, pop and rap acts 
don't necessarily have to move to 
large centres like Toronto or New York 
to make it big. More and more acts 
from medium-size markets like Edmon- 
ton have realized it’s easier—and 
cheaper—to not make the move. 

But that isn’t necessarily true in 
specialized genres like jazz. Edmon- 
ton has one of the most supportive 
jazz scenes in Canada, thanks in large 
part to the Yardbird Suite, but it’s not 
huge by any means. So, it’s amazing 
to see just how many jazz musicians 
living in Toronto have “born and 
raised in Edmonton" on their 
resumes—or have flagged the fact 
they attended the music program at 
Grant MacEwan. 

Trumpeter Lina Allemano is a per- 
fect example of the Edmonton-gone- 
Toronto jazz star. She's the head of 
the Lina Allemano Four, who is 
enjoying critical acclaim for its new 
album, Pinkeye. She's played with 
the likes of jazz legends Howard 
Johnson, Don Byron, Dave Holland, 
Mike Murley and Joe Lovano. She's 
played alongside trumpeter Ingrid 
Jensen in Dave Douglas’s Festival of 
New Trumpet Music in New York 
City. She is nominated for the 2007 
National Jazz Awards Trumpeter of 
the Year. (You can vote for her at 


= /QUICK SPINS 


== 
— | WHITEY ano 78 PLAYER 
=H | quickspins@vweweekly.com 


NEKROMANTIX 

LIFE IS A GRAVE AND | DIG IT 
HELLCAT 

As much as | hate 


Most things ending in “-billy” 
This ain't bad at all 


DAVID USHER 
STRANGE BIRDS 
MAPLEMUSIC 
Pretentious windbag 
Refuses to go away 
Don’t encourage him! 


THE RUSSELL LEON BAND 
IF RED WAS GREEN 
INDEPENDENT 


Generic blues-rock 
Much like David Wilcox 
But even duller 


SEDAKA 
THE DEANIIVE COLLECTION 
RAZOR & TIE 


Toothless old bastards 
| mean the songs, not Neil 
Wait, can’t it be both? 


Nationaljazzawards.com) 

“Edmonton has a real supportive 
scene, but it’s a small one,” she 
says. “So, for me, | really felt the 
pull to come here (to Toronto). It's 
close enough to New York that | can 
get down there, but I’m not really a 
New York kind of person, so | don't 
want to live there. Jazz is a special- 
ized genre, but this city is simply 
large enough that it can support a 
scene.” 

That said, she has noticed just how 
many times she’s come across Edmon- 
ton musicians in her travels—and 
while she can't ring off an exact num- 
ber, she says it's high enough for it to 
be noticeable. 

So, does Edmonton have a great 
jazz scene? Allemano says that, for 
her, the question is unfair. 

“| would be a bit biased,” she 
explains. “Grant MacEwan has a 
great program and | basically grew 
up at the Yardbird. | played in the Lit- 
tle Birds Big Band and rehearsed 
there every Saturday morning. | used 
to go to so many shows there with 
my father. It’s really there that | 
began my love of jazz music. So, to 
me, | would have to say Edmonton 
has a great scene.” 

Allemano will be recording again 
later this year. And while most of her 
press material describes her as a 
Torontonian, our music fans know 
that, without the Yardbird, the child 
would never have grown up to be a 
nationally-recognized trumpeter. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


GRINDERMAN 
GRINDERMAN 

ANTI- 

Nick Cave's new project! 


If his balls get much bigger 
He'll be bedridden 


GOOD CHARLOTTE 
BnOD MORNING REVIVAL 


This disc sounds just like 
Me rocking back and forth and 
Whimpering NOOO, NOOO... 


JENNIFER LOPEZ 
COMO AMA UNA MUJER 
SON/BMG 


J-Lo could release 
A disc of retards farting 
And still sell zillions 


DISCO ENSEMBLE 

FIRST AID KIT 

UNIVERSAL 

| bet these young Swedes 


Like to name drop “The Refused” 
And eat lots of cheese 


RBOYS 
TN EAD HORSE EP 
DOMINO 9 


Fine tune remixed ‘ 
Oh.... Wait ... What? ... A Hot Chip track? 
How fucking shocking! ioe 


oe 


NORY CLUB 


& ©CBONY LOUNGE 
Shows start Thursday Spm, 
BAR! Friday and Saturday 9pm. 
WEDNESDAY WIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 


2940 Calgary Trail South 465-6800 theivoryclub.com 


BDF TRAVEL 


Every Tuesday in April were giving away $500 Traveleut’s Gift certificates 
Sponsored by Bigrock pints of Traditional, Grasshopper and Warthog $3.75 
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ong before landing on Cana- 

dian television screens as the 

eventual winner of the 2006 
season of Canadian Idol, Eva Avila 
was already performing in front of 
crowds, joining her father as he 
busked on the streets of Ottawa’s 
bustling Byward Market. From the 
age of three, Avila says that she 
knew what she wanted to do with 
her life. 

“My father's been a musician all 
his life and used to sing on the 
street,” Avila recalls. “Wherever he'd 
go out to perform, he’d take me 
along with him. That's where I got 
my experience. So it’s really thanks 
to him that I got to do that when I 
was young.” 

Since winning Canadian Idol last 
summer, Avila has relocated to 
Toronto and released her debut 
album, Somewhere Else. As happy as 
she is to have the opportunity to 
make a living at music, Avila 
laments the fact that the disc was 
recorded in a little less than a 
month. 

“It happened so quickly after Idol,” 


she admits. “I regret there was no © 


time for me to put my signature on 
some of the songs. I'd love to pursue 
that [on] the next album; [I] am even 
thinking about a French album. | 
want to develop my creativity, start 


playing piano again and write some 
lyrics, as soon as I can get settled. 
“My life has completely changed,” 
she continues. “Every aspect. I live 
on my own now. | don’t really even 
have a routine. It’s really busy. I have 


to admit that I feel completely in my 
element. It's what I've always want- 
ed to do.” 


INITIALLY, AVILA WAS reluctant to 
audition for Canadian Idol, admitting 
that she was among those who criti- 
cized the show and conceding that 
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ROB BREZSHY 
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ARIES (MAR 21 -APR 19) 

You will soon uncover evidence that a 
seemingly innocuous hot dog vendor is 
actually creating an army of cyborgs in 
the sewer system under the streets. You 
will also make a citizen's arrest of a 
grandmother who's embezzling money 
from a children’s charity to support her 
gambling habit. And in the most shocking 
development of all, you'll develop the 
psychic power to exorcise evil spirits that 
are threatening to demonically possess 


-the internet. APRIL FOOL! Your imminent 


future will be interesting, but not that 
interesting. More importantly, it will be 
interesting in distinctly non-pathological, 
unhysterical ways. Your adventures will 
revolve around healing, fun and educa- 
tion, not trouble, danger and chaos, 


TAURUS (APR 20- MAY 20) 

You should make Feral Cheryl your role 
model. She's the anti-Barbie—a pierced, 
dreadlocked, tattooed doll. She owns no 
stiletto heels, designer handbags or 
cheerleader outfits. Her only accessory is 
a Stash of homegrown herb. A student of 
spiritual anarchy, she's a free-thinking 
activist who rejects all isms. Be like Feral 
Cheryl, Taurus. APRIL FOOL! I'd never try 
to talk you into regarding a 13-inch-tall 
plastic doll as your role model, no matter 
how cool she might be. But | do suggest 
you adopt some version of Feral Cheryl's 
motto: “Love simply, live amply, run wild.” 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 


After meditating on.the omens, | can't 


decide whether it's more accurate to say 
“This week will suck” or “This week will 
blow.” APRIL FOOL! While it’s true that 
your imminent experiences may resemble 
the kinds of pleasure that one human 
being can give another through a master- 
ful use of the mouth and tongue, “suck” 
and “blow” have too many negative con- 
notations to use them as metaphors. Let's 
Say instead that the coming week will lick 
and slurp and.drool. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Soon the Lord will return and handpick 
144 000 saintly people to ascend with him 
into his perfectly hygienic gated communi- 
ty on a flying saucer where all the bath- 
room fixtures are gold and the internet is 
contained in magic miniature iPhones that 
the lucky 144 000 will have implanted in 
their brains for instant access to the Lord's 
brain 24/7. And get this: YOU will be one 
of the 144 000! APRIL FOOL! The truth is, 
the Lord has already returned to earth in 
the form of a 14-year-old girl who lives in 
the Hell's Kitchen part of New York City, 
and we're all living in Paradise at this very 
moment. So no, there are no 144 000 
saints who'll get extra-special privileges. 
But the coming week wil! be very lucky for 
you, and you will enjoy at least one won- 
derful new perk. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

Here are the five most popular fortunes in 
fortune cookies: 1. Your present plans are 
going to succeed. 2. Good news will come 
to you from far away. 3. Now is the time 
to try something new. 4. Your love life will 
be happy and harmonious. 5. The next can 
of tuna fish you open will have a million- 
dollar diamond inside. All five of these 
fortunes happen to be accurate predic- 
tions for you in the coming week. APRIL 


she was not thrilled about the idea 
of developing a reputation around 
the television program. ae 

“1 definitely did not expect to win,” 
says Avila. “Before, | was question- 
ing if the whole television contest 
thing was the right thing for me. The 
morning of the auditions, I had this 
weird gut feeling telling me that I 
had nothing to lose, and I just went 
for fun. It was definitely the best 
thing that has ever happened to me.” 

Avila is quick to admit that it was 
sometimes difficult to stand in the 
spotlight while the show's judges 
dished out some hard criticisms. 

“At first, obviously the judges 
were really harsh,” remembers Avila. 
“They tried to test my limits, and 
kept asking me if I really wanted to 
do this. They tried to intimidate me a 
little bit so that I would feel pres- 
sured. I wasn’t sad, I was really 
scared! It worked because it made 
me perform even better than I 
thought I could; pushed me over my 
limits. I'm really happy that they 
were hard on me. I wouldn’t have 
gotten this far. 

“I still get nervous when I go on 
stage,” she concludes. “It’s automat- 
ic—you get stressed. Being on stage 
night after night has really helped 
me become less nervous. It’s now 
more excitement rather than nerves. 
Ijust love what I do.” vw 


FOOL! Your imminent future looks great, 
but not that great. At most, only three of 
those five fortunes will come true for you. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

One out of every 20 people claims to have 
talked to the devil personally. That statis- 
tic could change in the coming week, 
however, because I’m predicting that 
many of you Virgos will sit down for a 
heart-to-heart with the horned one. For 
most of you, furthermore, the conversation 
will go surprisingly well. You'll out-argue 
the devil, impressing him with your logic 
and winning him over with your charm, 
leading him to promise to dramatically 
reduce the number of insidious tempta- 
tions he'll send your way in the future. 
APRIL FOOL! There is no such thing as the 
devil. But it is true that you're likely to tri- 
umph over evil in the coming week. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Your assignment is to precisely identify 
every last one of your complexes, syn- 
dromes and maladies. Towards that end, 
buy a copy of the 943-page book Diagnos- 
tic and Statistical Manual of Mental Dis- 
orders, and read it from beginning to end. 
APRIL FOOL! Don’t you know me any bet- 
ter than that? | would never encourage 
you to obsess on your pain. Here's your 
real horoscope: Start writing your own 
version of the book How We Choose to Be 
Happy: The 9 Choices of Extremely Happy 
People. \t's high time you learned how to 
work your ass off to feel really good. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

Not to be confused with Alzheimer’s, 
“Alt.heimer's” is a term that the Slang 
Dictionary defines as “a condition afflict- 
ing chronic hipsters who can no longer 
recall if they like something genuinely or 
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MUSIC 


PREVUE / SAT, MAR 31 (9 PM) 


/ EUPHONIC / BAR WILD, $7 With three fourths 9 
Euphonic—vocalist/guitarist Keith Maurice, guitarist Joe Laisi and drummer Tom 
Laisi—having played together since 2003, the band is set to make a Teturn to the 
stage after eight months away with new bassist Steve Nichols joining them after the 
previous bass player “dismembered” himself from the group during the layotr 


Euphonic are eyeing some dates outside of the city, too, though Maurice laughs when 
recalling a previous tour experience when the group played on an August long week 
end at Saskatchewan’s Candle Lake. “We played a houseboat/party barge that wa: 
handmade out of oil drums and scrap pipe,” he recalls. “It was big, with full gear out 
on the boat, and we probably had about 200 people surrounding us in boats and op 
the beach. We were playing about 50 feet from the shore.” “Halfway through our sei 
We struck bottom and the one side started taking on water,” Tom Laisi takes oye; 
“There's people jumping off, scared for their lives, and then there's us with all of Our 
equipment on top of this thing.” “But we kept playing anyway—what are YOu going to 
do?” Maurice finishes. The, uh, barge driver, managed to steer them close enough to | 
shore that they didn’t sink, and the band was able to carry the equipment back to land 
after the show. Hopefully the stage won't tip at Bar Wild, and the guys Might want to 
Stick to solid ground when they hit the road. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


ironically. Example: “As Ron stared at the 
hideous leather pants and retro Star Wars 
sheets he'd just purchased, he realized 
his Alt.heimer’s was advancing with terri- 
fying speed.” | bring this up, Scorpio, 
because you urgently need to determine 
whether you're infected with Alt.heimers. 
APRIL FOOL! You don't have Alt.heimer’s. 
But it is crucial that you take inventory of 
what things you genuinely like and what 
things you merely like ironically. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

This week's mind-over-matter horoscope 
features the words of three notorious 
New Age flakes, philosopher William 
James, essayist Ralph Waldo Emerson 
and Albert Einstein. First, James: “The 
greatest discovery of my generation is 
that a human being can alter his life by 
altering his attitudes.” Emerson: “Intel- 
lect annuls Fate. So far as a person 
thinks, he is free.” Einstein: “The signifi- 
cant problems we face cannot be solved 
at the same level of thinking we were at 
when we created them.” APRIL FOOL! 
James, Emerson and Einstein were NOT 
New Age flakes. They simply had some 
ideas that were similar to New Age 
flakes. So don’t dismiss their advice, 
especially now, when you can accomplish 
miracles by acting as if you have a potent 
role in creating your own reality. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Wealthy women in ancient Rome often 
filled their baths with perfumed swan fat 
and donkey milk. It would make perfect 
astrological sense if you did the same 
thing. The omens suggest that you should 
borrow old customs to enhance your 
health and appearance. APRIL FOOL! 
While it’s true that this is a good time to 
upgrade your health and appearance, 


there are better ways to do so than with 
swan fat and donkey milk. However, 
those two exotic substances are symboli 
cally apt. You should cultivate influences 
that will enhance your grace and beauty 
as well as your stubborn strength and 
dogged persistence. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

On the caloric energy provided by just one 
12-ounce bag of potato chips, you can 
think 550 thoughts, at least 10 per cent of 
them good ones. That's why | urge you t 
devour one such bag every day this week. 
The omens suggest that your brain 
aching to churn out an explosion of big 
fat thoughts. APRIL FOOL! Your brain will « 
generate a multitude of ideas (at least 40 _ 
per cent of them good ones) even if you 
dine on nothing but carrot juice and 
salad. You're in the phase of your astro 
logical cycle when your mind is magically | 
hyperactive. You don’t need potato chips 
to be smart. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

Two cannibals are eating a clown. Une 
says to the other: “Does this taste funny © 
to you?” Did you hear about the Buddhist 
who refused Novocain during 2/00 
canal? His goal: transcend dental medica 
tion. A vulture boards a plane carrying \° 
dead possums. The flight attendant stops 
her and says, “I'm sorry, ma’am, theres 
only one carrion allowed per passenge! 

APRIL FOOL! The preceding passage we 
n't your real horoscope, but rather a Zen 
koan designed to scramble your brain 
that you'd be receptive to your real horo 
scope, which goes as follows: Iwo Eskl- 
mos were sitting in a’kayak. They wele 
cold, so they lit a fire right there. The boat 
sank, proving that you can’t have you" 
kayak and heat it too. w 


. 203, 1045-156 St (497-4340) « 
lecture series: Sharon Alward 
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Unity of Edmonton Church, 13212-1056 Ave 
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LIFE University of Alberta (436- 
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ganic Roots Food Market. Earth’s 


‘TEA Provincial Archives of Alberta, 
‘Share your stories of the Great 

with others aver a cup of tea or 
‘and other such mementos 


{CLUB Roost. 10345-104 St (387-3343) » 
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HE VIOLENCE OF LAW: RACE, CULTURE AND EXCLUSION 
10-4, U of A Campus (492-5380) « Lecture presen 
TayaA State The Moros e foe co 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION (425-5995) * (268-5023) 
PAURAI Mr aSERPRtalbe eto 
ecie Denn Nal, RRS bea 1 (Sem) « 
guided hike, appre 9 km at Trappers Lake; meet at 
the MacDonald's at Abbottsfield Mall, 30 St. 118 Ave; Apr. 8 (9am) 
WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona Farmars’ 
Market * Silent vigi! every Ist and ard Sat ea month, stand in 
silence for a world without violence (10-11am) 
‘Strathcona Place, ate 
10831 University Ave (433-5808) * Lecture 
sented by Joyce Krysowaty © Mar 23( 53pm preventer 


‘ZAMBIA TODAY-A CONVERSATION LEYSON MWALE 
MeDougall United Church 10025-101 St (428-1818) * Dinner fol- 
tsentoreded at 28 ee te presente Tom = Di 

Di 
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QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Deer (403-247-6073) « 
Affirm welcome LGBT people and theie friends, family, and allies, 
meet at Sunnybrook United Church every 2nd Tue ea month (7pm) 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex. sexual, gen- 
def differences in education and culture focus group * Contact Or. 
Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
http//aroups.yahoo.com/aroup/twedmonton * Social group for 
bi-curious and bisexual women * 2nd Thu ea month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AMD SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large tavem 
with pool tables, restaurant, shows, Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) * Open 
nightly $am-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag shows with 
Mz Bianca and Me Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and 
GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in The GoDonna Show, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip contest with Mia 
Fellow, midnight, OJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free poo! 
and toumey, DJ Arowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ Senay 
Sean * Thu; Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, mid- 
night, DU * Fri; We made ‘em famous! 
Du Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover before 
10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, free pool and tourney, 
‘OJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave (482- 
7960) * Open 24/7 * www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT * A mature social group, couples 
and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusicnight@hotmail.com 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and their 
admirers who have common social interests meet every 2nd 
Sunday of most months at 2:30pm for a social period, a short 
meeting and a guest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck 
supper. Special interest groups meet for other social activities 
throughout the month. email edmantonpt@yahoo.ca, 

wwe primetimersww.org/edmanton, 


RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
Wwww.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business community 
* Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11455 Jasper 
‘Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton.com * Programs and 
support services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and 
related ilinesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm 
reduction, education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


JMSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization for 
Jasbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) facul- 
ty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and support staff 
© 3rd Thu ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 1040-124 St. wwwedmiivingposi- 
tive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential peer 
support to people living with HIV * Every Tue (7-Spm): Support 
group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
(MADELEINE SANAM Faculté St Jean, 8406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St} Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for 
HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other Africen languages * Every Srd and 4th Sat (Sam- 
5pm) * Free (mamberl/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 
i # Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. Socializing after 
practices * Every Tue and Thu 
PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTOM 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) 
Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm. * Bears Movie Night: 
Baars Cl: last Sun 98 month (Spm, TY oo) a ; 
Education/Support Group: Support and education for transsexual, 
transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individu- 
als; 1st, 3rd, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody * Sunday 
Night Men's tee Group: ees ee y eee 
i un Rob Wel rol ells7 B00) otma r 
idcrices eae Peat ‘Sun ea month (2-4pm) witht 
Noelle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * 


transsexual, 
tn a ea EIA? © GLBT Seniors Drop- 
i Every Thy (24pm) wih Jeff Gave, ABST Sick and tired 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 1524-10) St, back entrance (990-0038) 
© Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


ROOST 1045-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Bom-3am; 
Teor, closed Mon, Tuo, Wed « Thu: Tsays are 
Gorgeous with Hastess Hootie McBoob, featuring Drag Kings and 
Augers, tesmue and amateur stip he st Th a TT © Fri: 
A eee gat Alays ke New Years Ev: th Dd 


Dan {retro} in 
Ea Fo) downstairs and Jazy (paw music upstis Sur: 


Featuring hostesses Miss Bianca and Vanity 
Fein, Fres pool all 
isl aceite | nator $3 cos © 
‘SUNGLE LESBIANS 49 PLUS * A woman's social group, gathers 
‘ones a month on Sat r 
On Sat for conversation over tea and coffee « 
‘STEAMWORKS 117: E 
Gay (ann) 4S Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam baths 


WOMONSPACE (720-492-1794) © A won-profit lesbian organi- 
zation organized actives held monthly including iceread won 
smoking dances, coffee houses, family events. games nights, 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (489-6557) * 0, i 
Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick t ee 5 


Toumaments 
SPECIAL EVENTS 


‘THE ALBERTA STUDENT FILM FESTIVAL Myer Horowi 
Theatre, SUB, 8900-114 St Seu ral oereaai» 
Mar. 23-30 (7pm and Spm) * Admission by donation 

AUSTRIA BOUND-EDMONTON RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS 
(Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd (429-9975) * Fundraising 
dinner ‘and auction with Rhythmic Gymnastics presentations, the 
‘Operatic comedy of The PreTenors, a silent auction, and dancing 
with DJ Rudy Electro * Apr 14 (6pm) * $45 


BODY AND SOULD AND SPIRIT EXPO Shaw Conference 
Centre, 9797 Jasper Ave (1-877-56306830) © Mar. 20-Apr 1 


A OF SAUVIGNON BLANC AMD CABERNET 
Delta Edmonton South Hotel and Conference Centre 

(424-1740) * Silent and live auctions, fundraiser for the Arthritis 

Society * Apr 4 (630-9:30pm) * $50 

EDZIMKULI'S CHANGING LIVES Santa Maria Goretti 

Community Centre, 1050-90 St (481-8877) * Dinner and 


Silent auction, featuring music by Jubal * Fri, Mar. 30 (door 
6.30pm, dinner 7:30pm) * $75 (adv) 


FASHION WEEK Pisnet Ze Design Centre, 1055-80 Ave * Until 
Mar. 23 (8pm) * $5 (day\/$20 {VIP pass) at TIX on the Square 
HOMAGE TO VIOLETA PARRA-VIOLETA LEGENDARIA Royal 
Alberta Museum, 12845-102 Ave (914-6574) * An evening of 
Songs, poetry and dance-a tribute to one of the most covered Latin 
‘American singer-song writers. Presented by the Gabriela Mistral 
Latin American Spanish School * Apr 7 * $12 (advi/$15 (door) 
UFE IS GOOD Starlite Room, 10030-102 St * Fashion series 
\.1 featuring Krafty Kuts (UK), with Degree and Shamik, 
‘Sweetz, Agent Orange, Opus Mc and the Soulution, Matt 
Hatter, and more; presented by Black and White Agency and 
Good Life Clothing * Mar 30 * $20 (adv) at Colour Blind, 
Foosh, Blackbyrd, Treehouse, and Soular 


OUTING THE RACIST STEREOTYPES Stanlay Milner Library, 
7 Sit Winston Churchill Sq (438-7332) * Council of Canadians 
of African and Caribbean Heritage (CCACH) # Sat, Apr. 7 (6- 
8pm) * Donations isa 
‘STORIES BETWEEN OUR FINGERS Intemational Centre, 
University of Alberta (903-4265) * Youth Vision Mavie Production 
* Fri, Mar, 30 (Short Version); Apr. 20 (Full Version) (5pm) * Mar. 
‘90 by donation/Apr. 20th full screening tickets available in advance 


TOP OF THE INN PRESENTS-SAUV ON THE CITY Delta 
Edmonton South Hotel and Conference Centre (424-1740) * A 
Celebration of Sauvignon Blanc and Cabernet Sauvignon, silent 
and live auctions, supporting the Arthritis Society * Apr. 4 
{6:30-9:30pm) * $50 

YOGATHON Luluemon Athletica, Whyte Ave (435-9253) * 
Participants from various Yoga studios will be demonstrating yoga 
poses and positions until the display window is full of donations 
* Sal, Mar 31 * Donations go to the Hope Mission 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (461-2244) * Every Thu and Sat 
(9pm): James, Me Entertainment * Every Sun (7pm): James, 
Mr Entertainment 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Rd 
(484-7751) * Every Wed (8pm-12am); every Thu, Fri, Sat 
(9:30pm-1;30am) with Right Said Ed 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) * Every 
Sun (8pm-12) with Jeannie and Bruce 


CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St * Every Tue (9pm-tam) 
with Off-Key Entertainment 


(CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Nillbourne Ra (462-6555) * 
Every Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15777 Castledowns Ad (472-7696) * 
Every Thu 


ECCO PUB 9605-55 Ave (435-5050) * Every Man (Spm); with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-89 Ave (469-5165) * Every 
Thu (Spm-tam) 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (492-4767) * Karaoke 
Mondays: Every Mon (9pm), Hosted by Mr Entertainment's 
Scott Parsons * Salsa and the City Thursdays: Latin music and 
Salsa lessons, every Thu (Spm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 (5163-121 St (457-1649) * Every Wod/Thu/Sun 
(8.30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


PEPPERS Mall, 135 St 113 Ave (451-6022) * Every 
Thu (920pm-120am) with Gord from Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St, U of A (492 
2153) « Hey, What Are These Tunes Called?: Namo That Tune 
‘avery Tue with Colin Krieger * Karaoke. baby: every Wed 
{Spm}: with Colin and Darrell 


ROSARIOS 1715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 St (423- 
3499); Every Mon-Sat (9pm), Sun (7pm): with Ruth Highstreet. 
10G15-124 Si(482-1600), daily (9:30pm) * Old Strathcona, 10475- 
£0 Ave (499-7211); every Thu-Sat (9°30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 
‘Avo every Thu-Sat (9pm-Tem): with Off Key Entertainment 


SANTANNAS 17930 Stony Plain Rd (481-7625) * Every Wed: 
(8pm-12) with Jeannie and Bruce 


‘SILVER MARTINI 10659-155 St * Every Sat {9pm-1am) with 
ProSound 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
APS (472-5336) © Every Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight), Sat- 


‘THORSBY HOTEL * Every Sat (9-30pm-1 20am) with Prosound 
XWRRECKS LOUNGE 10143-50 St * Every Wed (7:30-11-20pm} 
with Sonia, Prasound 
YESTERDAYS 112-705 Camegio Dr, St Albert (455-(1295) * Every 
Thu {940pm-2am: wath Off Key Entertainment 

ON BIST AVENUE 10525-51 Ave (437-5850/435-5047) « 
fos Nights, Every Fri (10pm-2am) FRANCO'S PUB 14059 


Karaoke ) 
Victoria Trail (478-4636) * Every Thu-Sat (9pm-2am}: with 
Jeannie and Bruce 


EVENTS 


Kids say the gayest things 


&5| TOTALLY GAY 


= | LUKE FOSTER 
I! tntallygay@vveweekty com 


My past is only a 30-minute drive away. 
As such, we both frequently pay each 
other visits. | go back to my hometown 
on average once a week, usually for 
family supper on Sundays, where con- 
versation around the dinner table rou- 
tinely revolves around either the sorry 
state of minor hockey these days or how 
tiotously funny Larry the Cable Guy is. | 
just go for the free food. 

But living in such close proximity to 
the places and the people of my past 
Means everywhere | go, down Highway 
21 to my mom's or down Whyte Ave, 
there's the chance | might run into some- 
one | used to know, which unfortunately 
also reminds me of the person that | 
used to be. The one I’m clearly not any- 
more. Running into my Grade 5 teacher a 
couple weeks back: “Wow. | barely rec- 
ognize you. You're so much taller now ... 
and leaner.” | was the fat kid. 

My boyfriend commented last week 
that in the span of 24 hours, he ran into 
three different people from his old high 
school—several hours away in Southern 
Alberta—that he just did not want to 
see, Memories too painful to relive or 
something like that. Each time | stop for 
a Slurpee before the drive home to 
Edmonton, | see a different old school 
chum who's now engaged and has his 
own house that he bought with money 
he made with his own company. Me? 
Well, |'m five years into a four year 
degree with two more to go, | write a 
tiny little column for a {i'l old weekly in 
Edmonton, my mom pays my rent, and 
since graduation, I've become the homo- 
sexual everyone thought | was anyway. 

That's my present. The only thing more 
painful to admit, to relive, however, is my 
past. Repression is a gay person's best 
friend. Not diamonds nor dogs nor 
ceramic hair straighteners—repression 
is the one that pats us on the back and 
hushes in our ears that everything will be 
alright. Pushing back all those painful 
memories, looking back at those so- 
called tell-tale signs that you were gay 
and different all the way from the begin- 
ning, it's hard. And, in my not-so-humble 
opinion, completely unnecessary. 


I'VE BEEN AT MY childhood home for 
the past week watching the family dog 
while the rest of the Foster clan is frol- 
icking down on some lukewarm beach in 
California, and I've been looking through 
all of the stuff my mom saved over the 
years—art projects, report cards, pic- 
tures, that kind of thing. I've realized just 
how much I've ruined my past by turning 
genuinely good memories into things to 
forget because, back then, like being gay 
now, they made me different. 

A note | found from my Grade 1 teacher 
to my parents: “Dear Mr and Mrs Foster, 
Luke has adjusted very well to Grade 1. 
He shows excellent skills in all subject 
areas and takes great pride in his work. | 
am concerned (as | know you are) about 
his speech and once | hear back from the 
health unit, we will begin treatment. | 
look forward to a great year with Luke!” 

{had a speech impediment. It wasn't a 
lisp, but | could not pronounce the letter 
R. It’s gone now but | forgot about it. Even 
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now | think that was just so David 
Sedaris of me, that talking funny as a kid 
meant | was just gay. But by blocking that 
out | forgot about how | used to watch 
the Pee Wee’s Playhouse Christmas Spe- 
cial over and over with my best friend 
Rachael in her basement, in awe of 
Charo's ability to roll every letter of the 
alphabet. | still can’t roll my tongue, but 
now | remember all of the other VHS 
tapes Rachael and | spent hours watching 
together on a 13” Sony, sitting on yellow 
and brown shag carpet, eating PB&J. 
| walked my dog past an old friend’s 
place—a girlfriend's. | was heterosexual 
for a while there in high school and 
blocked that out even though that also 
meant forgetting the many, many good 
times | had with her. UHU is a joke only 
she'd understand 
And there's so much more that really 
explains the person | am today. Not a 
homosexual, but me. When you attribute 
being gay to things from your past, it 
shoves a whole new meaning onto 
them, if not ruins them completely. As a 
gay person, you're looking for something 
when you take a look back, something 
that proves you and everyone else right 
that you were just a homo from the 
start. Well, then, what proves that 
‘you're just you? 


I am concerned (as I 
know you are) about his 
speech and once I hear 
back from the health 
unit, we will begin treat- 
ment. I look forward to a 
great year with Luke! 


I'm still a weird kid, stumbling my 
way through life a little bit leaner. But 
one thing | found particularly enlighten- 
ing were two writing essignments | 
found from Grades 1 and 2. 

Scrawled on a scrap of loose-leaf: 
“When | was one, | weighed a ton. When 
| was two, | leamed to moo. When | was 
three, | wasn't me. When | was four, | 
opened a door. When | was five, | took a 
dive. But | am six now and | am going to 
stay six forever.” A poem | wrote titled 
The Orca: “The orca is a very pretty 
whale. Its beauty is always for sale. The 
men always kill them. That's why their 
beauty is always sold. But they are 
always very bold. The blood makes the 
water red when they sleep on a seaweed 
bed. My story has been told. Some men’s 
hearts are black and cold.” Does that not 
scream writer? (Or potential plagiarizer?) 
And this tidbit found in an old senbbler: 
"| like writing because | like it.” 

Back then, | was as much a homosex- 
ual as | was a writer. But who was the 
person that | remember being? w 


Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 


a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the pile of astoundingly horrible 
CDs in our offices. 
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WUEWEE 


>» DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


EDUCATIONAL 


VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vedastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


FILM ACTING 
Los Angeles 
Director 
Tom Logan 
In Edmonton, 
May 4,5, &6 
to teach Actors 


Ages 6-9, 10-13 
and Adult 


(kip 


Book your spot today 
(780) 460-4607 


HELP WANTED 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class of ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


he Full Time Receptionist for high end salon. Please drop 
off resume in person to 10536-124 St or call 496-9977 
for more details. 


LOVE LIVE MUSIC? 


The Starlite Room and Velvet 
Underground are presently 
taking resumes for all positions 
Bartending, porting, bussing, 
management - you name it! 

If you've got a passion for 

live music, drop off a resume 

at 10030 - 102st 


STUDENTS & 


SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


; PHONE 
702-5519 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed {night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looki 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


Westing Your Precious Time in a Dead- 

= Job! Train to be an Admin 

Professional and get the office job of your dreams. 
Call Campbell College for a FREE 10-min Funding 
Assessment. Ask for Sharon - 448-1850, ext 22. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY AT METRO CINEMA 


Metro Cinema is looking for a Part-Time | 
Administrative Assistant to help out with the day-to- |} 
day activities in the Metro Cinema office and theatre. 
Responsibilities will include box office deposits, 
| film performance reports, data entry, concession 
| ordering & stocking, research, extra publicity, film 

transport and misc office duties. 

HOURS; 20 hrsAweek 
STARTING DATE: April 10, 2007 


Please submit a resume & cover letter to: 


Metro Cinema Society 

Room 6-22, Stanley A. Milner Library 
7 Churchill Square 

Edmonton, AB, T5J 2V5 

Fax: 428-3509 

E-mail: metro@metrocinema.org 


Deadline: March 30 by 4:30pm 


River House Grill 
St. Albet 
Requires full time server 
|| must have some knowledge of wine and be excited 
about working at a great local restaurant. 

To apply e-mail resume attn. Willie White to 
cwwhite@shaw.ca or drop it off in person at 

8 Mission Ave, St. Albert. 


‘MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
Caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters 
8126 Gateway Bhd, 439-0408 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 


Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 

intervention, information, counseling & public educa- 

tion services. If required we can customize a presen- 

tation to meet your needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 421- 

8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour 
Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Smith Grasdal Studios 


“Turn Your Windows Into Billboards” 
PH: 780°479 5623 
smithgrasdal@hotmail.com 


Looking for 


Need a volunteer? Forming an See 


someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words 

more than 20 words are subject to regular price or cruel 
editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing, in per- 
Son, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for four weeks, if 
you want to renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 

426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m glenys@vueweekly.com or 


drop it off at 10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the 
Tuesday before publication. Placement will depend 
upon available space. 


Vinok Worldance Auditions: Apr. 4-5, 7:30pm, Vinok 


Studio, Chateau Louis Conference Centre. Contact Doyle 
Marko at (780}454-3739/email: doyle@vinok.ca, 


Open dance auditions for the 2007/08 school year. 
Vimy Ridge Academy Professional Dance Program, 
Sat, Apr. 14, 5-6:30pm. Contact 450-2100 or e-mail: 

admin@esbdance.com, www.esbdance.com. 


The Works Festival—accepting applications for artists. 
Full tents, co-op tents and consignment options avail- 
able. Deedline: Mar. 30. jeworks,ab.ca 


The Works Festival-seeking performance artists, 
dancers, music troupes for Stage Line Up. Deadline: 
Mar. 30. Contact Caretta noneettes 


The Alberta Foundation for the Arts invites artwork 
submissions by I 1 for possible purchase. 
Applications: wwwattta.ab.ca or call (780) 427-9968. 


Audition for a late summer Film and Numerous 
lurder Mysteries. All ages (18-70) Thu, Apr. 12, 7pm 
at Ramada Hotel 5359 Calgary Trail, (Gateway Blvd.) 


Heart of the City Festival Auditions: All ages and 
varieties of performance welcome! Apr. 19, 5-Spm and 
Apr. 21, 11am-8pm. Boys and Girls Club of Edmonton, 
9425-109A Ave. Call Mike to book your time 975-8791. 


Allied Arts Council Centre for the Visual Arts, 
Spruce Grove, Alberta, are currently seeking artists 
interested in becoming members. wwwalliedartscoun- 
cil.com or phone 780-962-0664. 


ntly looking for extraordi- 

er for the upcoming metal onslaught. 

ir serious and committed, Call evilalen 780- 
905-8722. 


Attractive semi-retired musician/songwriter seeks fit, 
adventurous fem. musician/Vocalist, 50s, to share 
romantic duo gigs, eee. + life's joys. Ross 


Blade he eng sec level) 
for album/tour, Vocals a plus. Experience a must. 
ftgusinger@hotmail.com 


Death metal band is for a drummer for 
recording and touring. Able to rehearse 2-3 times/wk, 
able to jam to a metronome. EvilGlen 780-095-8722. 


VOLUNTEER 


Urban Farming Project-immigrant Seniors / SAGE 
are looking for garden spaces in many areas of the City. 
If you have land that you would consider for this project 
please contact us. Maureen Elhatton E: 
melhatton@MySage.ca, T: 423 5510 ext 340. 


Secure the Cure 2007 Alberta Diabetes Foundation’s 
Family Fun Run and Walk, Sat, June 9 at Broadmoor 
Lake Park, Sherwood Park. Register at 447-1451; 
events@afdr.ab.ca; or visit www.afdrab.ca. 


Support the Youth Emergency Shelter Society 
Call 468-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance! 


Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! Call 
Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do you 
remember someone who believed in you when you 

were a child? Be that person ina child's life today. All it 

takes is one hour a week. 


The Canadian Cancer Society's 6th annual Relay 
for Life on May 25-26 7pm-7am. Visit 
www.cancerab.ca/relay or call (780) 455-7181 for info. 


Edmonton May Week Labour Arts Festival: 
Looking for volunteers to help with the planning and 
presentation of events, Outreach and fundraising. 
www.mayweek.ab.ca for info. 


WANTED: —— artists, clothing, hair stylist for 


creative work. Looking to submit to local and intema- 


tional magazines, Darren@wolfphoto.ca 780-686-1111. 


Actors and Technicians, Motion Picture 
Arts at Red Deer College. Apply online 
www.rde.ab.ca/performing_arts 


SEEKING: actors and stage crew to perform bilin- 

gual play from /A to Z. Meet bi-monthly, Improvisation 

friendly. Submit resume (English with photo) to: ama- 
teurplaywrite2007@gmail.com 


ing actress for starter roles in the- 
atre/film, caucasion, 22 yrs, brown hair/eyes. 
mrs.nightingale@gmail.com. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


MUSICIANS 


litan Music Society: If you played in any of 
Cosmos's bands, or sang in the chorus please call 
Darlene at 432-9333, e-mail cosmomusic@shaw.ca. 


Three piece versatile band seeking person to join who 


Can get gigs. Singer or musician. phone 434-0135 


Singer/songwriter in his 50's looking for other 
singer/songwriters to collaborate on new material. 
Hlitke@epl.ca 


Funky style bass player seeking guitar player with 
experience in funk rhythm: Must be from Leduc. 
j.t_mint@hotmail.com 


Experienced hard rock band seeking pro level bass 
player with vocal skills. No beginners/hacks/egomani- 
acs. Band experience mandatory. Henri (780)634-2156. 


Bassist wanted for rock/metal, cover/original 
group. 466-3950. 


HREE LINES FOR $15 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative leaders 
who want to learn more about liver health. Computer 
designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 

come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


school aged immigrants. NE location. Mon & Thu 
6-8pm/Sat 10-12pm and 3-5Spm. Great Experience! 
Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Mentors for Children/Youth: Act as a positive role 
model to children/youth in group care. Evenings or 
weekends. 2-3 hrs./wk. Various Edmonton locations. 
Lily @ 432-1137. 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volunteers 
aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus,net 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547. 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221. 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Ciass or 


Online/Correspondence 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 St 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


Print your ad here... 


s, and t dults deserve to 
real s and friends. Ph 454-0701 and he, 
open the gates to community living in your ares 


Leisure = Companions: Assist adults with inteios 
disabilities to partipate in leisure activities ea 
homes or in the community. Flexible hours. Various 


Edmonton locations, Lily @ 432-1137 


a 
Help to broadcast news for blind and pin, 


restricted Edmontonians. Email: Edmonton@yojc. 
printcanada.com, or call 451-833), 


t with 
pronunciation and ¢ rammar ina conversation .,, 
cle setting. Various library locations. Weekdays/s; 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 7 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork con 


Teach an adult to read and write. We are alway: 
looking for tutors in your area. The Centre fo, 
Family Literacy 421-7323, www famlit ca 


$$ 
Volunteers, enjoy working in our dining room a, 
Strathcona Place Senior are 


for ate 
phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807. “ 


Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay the 
gas! Call Seniors Vol. a for more info at 7 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715, 


WUEWEEKLY| 
CONTEST RULES | 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
- prize must he accepted as awarded 


- ho one may enter any contest more 
than once 

- you may win only once every G0 days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 

- the personal information of those who | 
enter will not be sold but may he pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 

- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 

- hy entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

- Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


' 
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CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 
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SI 
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dad was molesting me. 

aw, my dad and | have nothing 
for him. | know he would 
wei Saating like that to me. But 
right after the dream | started to feel 
u table around him. If | sat next to 
fim on the couch I'd sit at the other end 
and keep a pillow between us. If he went 
fo hug me, I'd want to pull away. | would 
especially hate it when he‘d kiss my 
cheek. On my wedding day (I'm divorced 
now—that's another story) he kissed me 
‘on my mouth he said so as not to mess 
my make-up. | pulled away and tried to 
make it land on my cheek. | know he did- 


VOLUNTEER 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more 
info call Catherine 453-8304. 


Oe 
Help were loneliness, cartel and le 
mpanionship to seniors by volunteering at the 
Stethcona Place Senior Centre's Outreach 
Program. Please phone Jo Royal at 433-5807. 


Volunteer st Adult Day Support Program: The 
Association of Adult Daring Programs (AADSP) 
assists Seniors to remain independent and active. 

Shauna Beauchesne, 434-4747, ext. 4. 


Volunteers needed to teach simple Canadian 
recipes to Peay eT pean. & 
Capilano/downtown. Satu 1pm, or every 3r 
‘ Thu 6-8pm. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Research at UofA 
want natiale win heve recently delivered and are 
suffering trom POSTPARTUM DEPRESSION for 
research study, Call 407-3906, Reimbursement provided. 
Se | ees 
HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 


Program at UofA. Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. 
Reimbursement provided. 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation, Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451, e-mail: events@afdrab.ca; www.afdr.ab.ca 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


n't mean anything by it, but it bothered 


_ me. It's gotten a little better over the 


years, but I'm still bothered if he sits too 
Close to me or tries to hug me. 

It’s a problem because my Dad is a 
very affectionate person by nature. All 
my life I've always been a “Daddy's girl” 
(my mom died when | was young). Now 
that I’m an adult he and | are like good 
friends. | want it to stay that way, but | 
need to get over this dislike of being 
touched. What can | do? 

LOVE, IN DREAMS 


DEAR DREAM 
Wow. | don’t get to say this often, but | 
don’t believe I've heard this one before. 
There's a similar phenomenon—the 
friend or coworker sex dream, usually 
starring someone completely inappropri- 
ate and/or out-of-the-question—that 
does come up pretty often. Unlike your 
super-creepy version, of course, the 
coworker sex dream is at least kind of 


Neurobiology Research at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from § PHOBIA for 
research study. Call 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Edmonton Community Adult Learning Association is 
recruiting volunteers for the Board of Directors. 
www.ecala.org for info. 
grote to ‘eas elseecoe ia 
to adult immigrants. Downtown. Flexible 
day/evening 3-4hrs/wk. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants 
and refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 


Janina 423-1973. 


SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards volun- 
teer program. Must have formal experience/training 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecutive 
months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428. 


needed to assist newcomers in com- 
pleting their 2006 tax retums. Sat momings beginning 
March, Training provided. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or Ly www.emha-edmon- 
ton.ab.ca. : 


Tired of Come join us at Nicotine 
Anonymous. 7pm, Wednesdays at Ebenezer United 
Church, 163 St, 106 Ave, call Gwynn 443-3020. 
7:30pm, Sundays at Henwood Treatment Centre, 
18750-18 St, call Ryan 990-8917 or Jo 479-5969. 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


GN-UP 


f, It's only a dream ... well, more 


funny, although it can have oddly linger- 
ing effects. You find yourself glancing 
speculatively at the dream-object, against 
all common sense, or blushing furiously 
when he brushes your shoulder in the cor- 
tidor on the way to the break-room. 

Yours, though, is more like a dream | 
had when | was five or so, where my 
grandmother (in real life batty and irritat- 
ing but harmless) was trying to poison 
me. | gave her wide berth for weeks, I'll 
admit, and | distinctly remember refusing 
food she offered (not a bad idea in gener- 
al, come to think of it, with that particular 
grandma) but lady, 15 years of feeling 
weird about your poor old dad? That's 
plenty, already. Good God, let it go. 

| know, | know, you want to. If giving 
yourself a stern talking-to before a visit 
with dad, reminding yourself that nothing 
bad ever happened between you and 
therefore nothing bad will happen if you 
let him hug you doesn’t work (and neither 
does deep-breathing or stiff drinking or 


PERSONALS 


Or. Dildo discrete and private adult toy 
and movie delivery. Party discounts 
994-4536. 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 440, 413-0234, 


FEMALES NEEDEDI!I Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is currently looking for young attractive girls 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for availabil- 
ity; 441-1330 


Mao-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body, loves to 
pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


Romantic 
ho 


CLASSIFIEDS 


any other relaxation technique you can 
think of), it’s time to call in the pros. 

\'m pretty sure a short course of cogni- 
tive-behavioral therapy would be of use to 
you. CBT (this abbreviation always startles 
me, since | doubt very much you'd be 
interested in cock and ball torture) is 
based on the belief that the way we think 
determines the way we feel: change the 
thoughts and you change the feelings. You 
seem like a good candidate, given that 


what's going on with you is one hundred « 


percent internal, and nothing your father 
has done or could do could affect things in 
the slightest. You really do need to change 
the way you think, don’t you think? 

If CBT sounds too, | dunno, therapy-y 
to you, you might consider hypnotherapy, 
relaxation/meditation, or even EMDR, 
which | spent half a column making fun of 
just a few weeks back. It doesn’t matter, 
feally, they all work OK. Just do some- 
thing. This is a really stupid way to be 
broken, so get it fixed. 


of a nightmare, really 


There is one word of caution | don't 
feel like including here but suppose | 
Must: be very sure of who you're talking 
to before you tell a therapist that you feel 
creeped out at the slightest physical con- 
tact with your father, need to put a pillow 
between you before you can share a 
couch, etc. “Recovered memory” may no 
longer be the “It” diagnosis (serious 
memory research having put the kibosh 
on that hogwash), but a therapist would 
Not have to be an ‘80s-style witch-hunt 
ing hysteric to wonder if there might be 
anything going on here besides a 15-year- 
old dream with no more basis in reality 
than the one | had about my grammy in 
the basement with a sandwich. | believe 
you that nothing bad happened, but when 
you add in the early widow(erjhood and 
all, you've got to admit that there are 
people who would hear this story and 
look at you funny. Just don't be shocked if 
they do. 
LOVE, ANDREA 


Hot Male Chat. 


FREE Trial Code: 2375 


GrajeVine. 
’ TERSONs 


iY 
wm’ 


SPECIAL 


New ce Members! 


ro) 


780.413.71 


Roa 


NO MORE LONELY 


‘NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 


Edmonton, AB 
T6G 238 


ENTERTAINA 


] f 
' 


Everything you need. Entertainment you want. 


UNLIMITED Incoming Calling * UNLIMITED Nights & Weekends + U! 
Text Messages * 250 Local Anytime Minutes * UNLIMITED In-Network Calling 


* Up to 3 Months of UNLIMITED Local Calling » Amp’‘d Live’ Platinum Package 


of TELUS 


GET AMP’D AT ANY OF THE FOLLOWING EDMONTON CELLULAR LOCATIONS: 


CENTRES FOR GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS 
Main Store 14903-118 Ave. 453-3500 Londonderry Mall + 472-8500, 472-8504 City Centre Mall .. 420-6500, 420-6508 


E = N j - NT oO i fl 34 Ave, & Calgary Trail... 439-3500 Kingsway Garden Mall. 471-3500, 479-7922 St.Albert #30'St.Albert Road...459-1000 
; Southgate Shopping Centre... 436-7800 West Edmonton Mall .. 489-2500, 486-6066 Northgate Centre 477-3700 

price b $60 8 month. Tae, long distance, suiditional airtime. roaming: pay-peruse chirges. monthly system accers fee and matithly enhanced 911 emaryency service chatges are extra. 2. Night and weekend calling includes focal calls from Moncey 

Intemational messaging costs Stimesage: Each attachment counts as one message. 4. Unlimited mobile network calling includes unlimited local calling between TELUS PCS, Pay Talk, Mike and Amp'd clients. Offer avaitable until May 21, 2007 to 


il May 21, Signs 1, 2.003 year contyect will receive 1, 2 or 3 months sespectively of unlimited local calling. © 2007 Amps Mobile, Ail rights reserved. Amp/d Mobile and the pulse design are trademarks of Amp'd Mobile, inc. Powered by TELUS is # trackemnerk 
90% and copyrights menitionad sre the property of their respective owners 
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